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KEY PHRASE: "SON OF MAN" KEY VERSES: 19:10; 24:19

From Jensen's Survey of the NT by permission

John MacArthur's Introduction to the Gospel of Luke
Charles Swindoll's Introduction to Luke - Overview Chart

NIV Study Bible Introduction to Luke

Luke 17:1 He said to His disciples, “It is inevitable that stumbling blocks come, but woe to him through whom they come!

KJV Luke 17:1 Then said he unto the disciples, It is impossible but that offences will come: but woe unto him,

through whom they come!

=« Matthew 16:23; 18:7; Romans 14:13,20,21; 16:17; 1 Corinthians 8:13; 10:32; 11:19; 2 Thessalonians 2:10-12; Revelation
2:14,20; 13:14-18

= Luke 17 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

= Luke 17:1-4 Relational Sins and How to Deal With Them- Steven Cole

= Luke 17:1-4 Four Hallmarks of Humility, Part 1- John MacArthur

» Luke 17:3-4 Four Hallmarks of Humility, Part 2- John MacArthur

Remember the context - Jesus has set His face to Jerusalem and the Cross (Luke 9:51) and He knows these are the last days with
His disciples. And so He continues teaching them on things that really matter, preparing them for the time when He will no longer be

with them and they would begin ministering in His place.

Warren Wiersbe summarizes Luke 17 as follows:

Luke 17:1-6 Forgiveness

Luke 17:7-10 Faithfulness

Luke 17:11-19 Thankfulness

Luke 17:20-37 Preparedness
(Borrow Be courageous Luke 14-24)

Outline from Norman Crawford (What the Bible Teaches)

Trespass and Forgiveness (Luke 17:1-4)

The Smallness of Faith (Luke 17:5-6)

The Duty of Servants (Luke 17:7-10)

Where are the Nine? (Luke 17:11-19)

The Two Aspects of the Kingdom (Luke 17:20-37)
(What the Bible teaches — Luke)

Outline from Clifton Allen (Broadman Bible Commentary)
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The Character of the Disciple (Luke 17:1-10)

(1) Responsibility to Others (Lk 17:1-4)

(2) The Need for Faith (Lk 17:5-6)

(8) Unconditional Service (Lk 17:7-10)

(4) The Healing of Ten Lepers (Lk 17:11-19)

The Kingdom of God and the Son of Man (Luke 17:20-18:14)

(1) The Kingdom in the Midst (Lk 17:20-21)
(2) The Days of the Son of Man (Lk 17:22-37)

John MacArthur's Outline:
Four Hallmarks of Humility (Luke 17:1-10)

Humble People Refrain From Offending Others. (Luke 17:1-2)
Humble People Are Ready To Forgive (Luke 17:3-4)

Humble People Are Marked By Recognition Of Weakness (Luke 17:5-6)
Humble People Are Characterized By Rejection Of Honor (Luke 17:7-10)

Ten Men Healed; One Man Saved (Luke 17:11-19)

The Ten Who Were Healed (Luke 17:11-14)
The One Who Was Saved (Luke 17:15-19)

The Invisible Kingdom of God (Luke 17:20-21)

The Kingdom Questioned (Luke 17:20a)
The Kingdom Explained (Luke 17:20b-21)

Seven Characteristics of the King’s Coming (Luke 17:22-37)

Jesus’ Coming Will Be Desired By Believers. (Luke 17:22)
Jesus’ Coming Will Be Visible Globally. (Luke 17:23-24)

Jesus’ Coming Will Be Delayed By Rejection (Luke 17:25)
Jesus’ Coming Will Be Unexpected In Its Timing (Luke 17:26-30)
Jesus’ Coming Will Be Revealing In Nature (Luke 17:31-33)
Jesus’ Coming Will Be Divisive In lts Effect (Luke 17:34-36)

Jesus’ Coming Will Be Permanent In Its Fatality (Luke 17:37

Brian Bell notes that "this is the last teaching of a long Sabbath day that started in Lk 14:1. So Luke names 4 qualities of a true
disciple: Offences; Forgiveness; Faith; & Service. Note discipleship’s link between true faith, and necessary obedience.

John Phillips - The Lord had....had just ended with the solemn unveiling before the souls of everyone in the crowd of the eternal
destiny of the lost and the redeemed. The Lord now turns to His disciples. His focus is on the life of ministry to which He has called
them. It involves a special relationship, one that was both perilous and precious. (Exploring the Gospel of Luke: An Expository
Commentary)

Mattoon adds that "In this portion of Luke, Jesus shares a variety of principles that pertain to our ministry with others and serving
the Lord Jesus Christ. These principles deal with our attitudes, behavior, and our relationships with other people and

God." (Treasures from the Scriptures)

He said to His disciples (mathetes) - Note they are referred to as apostles in Lk 17:5, so clearly Jesus is focusing in on the inner
circle of men who will continue the Gospel proclamation after He is crucified.

It is inevitable (anendektos) that stumbling blocks (skandalon) come but woe (ouai) to him through whom they come!- Jesus
is literally saying "It is impossible for the stumbling blocks not to come." In other words, stumbling blocks are guaranteed to come
in the life of the disciples. They could count on it! And we can too, because stumbling blocks will continually come to trip up the
follower of Christ, for we have three persistent, powerful enemies - the world, the flesh and the devil. Woe introduces a solemn

warning for all who would trip up other believers. Notice that the woe is not defined and is not the millstone, because that is actually
the way to escape the woe! In fact it is the easier way out!. Jesus leaves thewoe undescribed! But considering the alternative which
is "better" the woe is something we would want to avoid!


http://www.gty.org/library/sermons-library/42-217
http://www.gty.org/library/sermons-library/42-218
http://www.gty.org/library/sermons-library/42-219
http://www.gty.org/library/sermons-library/42-219
http://www.gty.org/library/sermons-library/42-220
http://www.gty.org/library/sermons-library/42-220
http://www.gty.org/library/sermons-library/42-221
http://www.gty.org/library/sermons-library/42-222
http://www.gty.org/library/sermons-library/42-223
http://www.gty.org/library/sermons-library/42-224
http://www.gty.org/library/sermons-library/42-225
http://www.gty.org/library/sermons-library/42-225
http://www.gty.org/library/sermons-library/42-225
http://www.gty.org/library/sermons-library/42-226
http://www.gty.org/library/sermons-library/42-226
http://messages.calvarymurrieta.com/new_testament/42-luke/01-42-07-017-001.pdf
https://www.logos.com/product/154966/treasures-from-the-scriptures-complete-collection
http://www.preceptaustin.org/james_44_commentary#6
http://www.preceptaustin.org/romans_85#4b
http://www.preceptaustin.org/1_peter_58-14#devil

Brian Bell - "Beware of leading others astray. [not limited to children, but new believers also] Beware of doing anything that would
cause others to fall into sin. “But | have this liberty!”...but they might not!

Spurgeon on inevitable - We are so strangely made that even good men do not always agree, and there are so many bad men
about that they will cast a stumbling-block in our way if they can....Since the fall, we are so constituted that there are sure to be
differences and disputes. It is a great mercy when men dwell together in unity. “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is.” It is a work
of grace; but nature has its lustings, and lustings lead to strivings; And so, as long as the world is as it now is, “it is impossible but
that offences will come: but woe unto him, through whom they come.” Let us not, therefore, be either offence givers or offence
takers. When anyone offends us, let us say, “It is impossible but that offences will come,” and let us make light of it; and let us be
very careful that we do not cause others to offend. (Luke 17 - exposition)

Allen's paraphrase is not bad because as he states the idea of the Greek word in the NT predominantly is that of a "lure" which
causes a person to fall into sin. Thus he paraphrases it "Temptations to sin are sure to come; but woe to him by whom they comé"
Allen goes on to suggest some of these "stumbling blocks" - "The harsh word, the thoughtless deed, the frivolous remark-these
injurious facets of human relations are inevitable. But that does not lessen the seriousness of the deed nor the responsibility of the
offender." (Broadman Bible Commentary)

Steven Cole - The false teaching and self-centered, superficial religion of the Pharisees would inevitably cause many of the sinners
who had recently turned to Christ (Luke 15:1+) to stumble in their new faith. (Luke 17:1-4 Relational Sins and How to Deal With
Them)

Cole adds that "We live as sinners in a sinful world, and so we are prone to sin against others and they are prone to sin against us.
But just because we’re all prone to sin, it does not follow that we should just go with the flow. Rather, we should do all that we can to
avoid sinning against others and leading them into sin. And, we should do all that we can to avoid taking offense when others sin
against us and to avoid being led into sin by the bad example or teaching of others. The major reason that we are so prone to sin
against others and to take offense when others sin against us is that our sinfulness prompts us to justify ourselves and to blame
others. As soon as Adam fell into sin, he blamed his wife for leading him into it and he even subtly blamed God for giving him his
wife (Gen. 3:12)! Ever since, we all play the blame game. If you don’t think that this tendency is inherent in the human heart, you
have not raised children! They do not have to be taught to pin the blame on their brother or sister. It comes naturally! | read of a
family that bought a parrot. For weeks they tried in vain to teach it to say things like, “You’re the greatest!” The husband tried to
teach it, “Give this guy a raise.” The mom tried, “Clean your room.” Nothing. Then one night while the family was eating dinner, the
bird started talking, repeating what it had heard the most: “He did it. No, he did it!” Then, “Get out of my room!” (Reader’s Digest
[8/99], p. 29)." (Ibid)

Phillips - The disciples must be prepared. Traps would be set for them. That fact was inevitable given the nature of the battle in
which they were engaged. They were up against the very Devil himself. The scribes and the Pharisees were but pawns on the
chessboard of time. But woe to them and their like!

Disciples (3101) (mathetes from manthano = to learn which Vine says is "from a rootmath, indicating thought accompanied by
endeavor". Gives us our English = "mathematics") describes a person who learns from another by instruction, whether formal or
informal. Discipleship includes the idea of one who intentionally learns by inquiry and observation (cf inductive Bible study) and
thus mathetes is more than a mere pupil. A mathetes describes an adherent of a teacher. As discussed below mathetes itself has
no spiritual connotation, and it is used of superficial followers of Jesus as well as of genuine believers. Related Study: matheteuo -

make disciples

Inevitable (418)(anendektos from a = negative + endechomai = to be possible) appears only here in the New Testament and
means impossible or unavoidable. It refers to something that is certain and cannot be otherwise. And so the phrase in the literal
version (Young's Literal) reads negatively, “It is impossible for the stumbling blocks not to come.” Cleon Rogers adds it is "from the
verb meaning “to admit to oneself” hence, “inadmissible,” “unallowable."

Stumbling blocks (4625)(skandalon from a root meaning jump up, snap shut) was originally the piece of wood that kept open a
trap for animals. The animal would hit the bait stick, trigger the trap and be ensnared. The word came to be used spiritually of any
enticement to sin, especially sin that led to defection from the faith. For example, it might be behavior that would cause a weaker
brother to fall into sin (Ro 14:13) or false teaching that was crafted to subtly turn the unsuspected away from the truth ("those who
cause dissensions and hindrances [stumbling blocks] contrary to the teaching which you learned" - Ro 16:17+). In short, to put a
stumbling-block in someone’s way is to do or say something that causes another person to trip or get off the path of following the
Lord. The fate of stumbling blocks is described in Mt 13:41. Not every stumbling block is sinful for Jesus Himself is called an
"offense" (stumbling block) to those who "stumble over" Him and refuse to believe in Him. So as always context is important when
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looking at the meaning of a specific Greek word.

In a similar passage in Matthew Jesus warned “Woe to the world because of its stumbling blocks! For it is
inevitable that stumbling blocks come; but woe to that man through whom the stumbling block comes!"
(Mt 18:7)

Jesus even used this word when addressing the apostle Peter, Matthew recording "But He turned and said to
Peter, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling block (skandalon) to Me; for you are not setting your mind
on God’s interests, but man’s.” (Mt 16:23)

Outside the Bible it is not used metaphorically, though its derivative skandalethron (e.g. a trap set through
questions) is so used. The English wordscandal is derived from the noun via the
Lat. scandalum. Thus skandalon was literally, that movable part of a trap on which the bait was laid, and when
touched caused the trap to close on its prey. Skandalon thus came to mean any entanglement of the foot.
Figuratively, as used most often in Scripture, skandalon refers to any person or thing by which one is drawn
into error or sin. (Click for more detailed notes)

Woe (alas; How dreadful!) (3750 - click and select "Phonetics" to hear "ouai" pronounced) (ouai pronounced "oo-ah'ee," an eerie,
ominous foreboding sound some say is like the cry of an eagle) is an onomatopoeic word (an imitation of the sound) which serves
as an interjection expressing a cry of intense distress, displeasure or horror. It may convey a warning of impending disaster to the
hearers. Jesus used "Woe" frequently in the Gospels often in an eschatological context (Mt 24:19+; Mk 13:17+). Compare to the 3
woes in Lk 6:24-26+.

Most NT uses of ouai are in the context of warning about inevitable, impending judgment, often intermingled with a feeling of pity
(Mt 11:21-22, Lk 22:22 = Judas' betrayal). Rev 8:13+ has woe in triplicate which seems to provide the greatest possible emphasis
on God's coming judgment on the world, much as the cry of "holy" in triplicate emphasizes His holiness. Indeed, His perfect
holiness demands His perfect judgment! In the Lxx a double woe is addressed to unfaithful Jerusalem because of her idolatry and
immorality (Ezek 16:23). Ouai does not depict sorrow on the part of those who have sinned (as some have mistakenly taught).

Ouai - 47x in 36v - woe(46), woes(1). Matt. 11:21; Matt. 18:7; Matt. 23:13; Matt. 23:14; Matt. 23:15; Matt.
23:16; Matt. 23:23; Matt. 23:25; Matt. 23:27; Matt. 23:29; Matt. 24:19; Matt. 26:24; Mk. 13:17; Mk. 14:21; Lk.
6:24; Lk. 6:25; Lk. 6:26; Lk. 10:13; Lk. 11:42; Lk. 11:43; Lk. 11:44; Lk. 11:46; Lk. 11:47; Lk. 11:52; Lk.
17:1; Lk. 21:23; Lk. 22:22; 1 Co. 9:16; Jude 1:11; Rev. 8:13; Rev. 9:12; Rev. 11:14; Rev. 12:12; Rev. 18:10;
Rev. 18:16; Rev. 18:19

IEEUSTRATIONI- According to the Associated Press, on the evening of February 6, 1996, several teenagers drove the rural roads
east of Tampa, Florida, with the intent of playing pranks. Tragically, their game was anything but funny. They pulled some twenty
street signs out of the ground, including the stop sign at one fateful intersection. The next day, three of their buddies, who had just
finished bowling, breezed through that intersection without stopping. Their car sailed into the path of an eight-ton truck, and they
were all killed. One year later, the three perpetrators of the deadly prank were convicted of manslaughter. In June of 1997, they
stood in orange jail jump-suits and handcuffs before a judge in a Tampa courtroom, weeping and wiping their eyes, and were
sentenced to fifteen years in prison. It is a dangerous thing with tragic consequences for anyone to take down a signpost on the
highway. It is no less dangerous for anyone to vandalize the signposts that God puts on the highway of life. When we honor God's
commandments, we point people in the right direction. If we dishonor God's commandments, if the example or testimony of our life
stinks, we become a stumbling block and can unwittingly lead others to destruction. Jesus addresses this problem here. (Mattoon
Treasures from the Scriptures)

Mouse Trap — (invented by Sir Hiram Stephen Maxim) - A very simple device made up of a flat wooden platform; A wire acting as a
hammer; a spring that gives the hammer the quickness it needs; a metal bar that holds the hammer back; & a sensitive little catch;
that when you touch it with the slightest pressure it releases the metal bar, and the hammer comes slamming down on its victim.
There are many things in this world that trap not mice but men! There are traps of unforgiveness...which “sever” relationships. And
thus imprison countless Christians in its jaws!

Luke 17:2 “It would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck and he were thrown into the sea, than that
he would cause one of these little ones to stumble.

KJV Luke 17:2 It were better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and he cast into the sea,
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than that he should offend one of these little ones.

= It would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck Matthew 18:6; 26:24; Mark 9:42; 1 Corinthians 9:15; 2
Peter 2:1-3

« than that he would cause one of these little ones to stumblelsaiah 40:11; Zechariah 13:7; Matthew 18:3-5,10,14; John
21:15; 1 Corinthians 8:11,12; 9:22

= Luke 17 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

= Luke 17:1-4 Relational Sins and How to Deal With Them- Steven Cole

= Luke 17:1-4 Four Hallmarks of Humility, Part 1- John MacArthur

Related Passage:

Mt 18:5-7 “And whoever receives (deliberately and readily welcomes) one such child in My name receives Me
(LLE., THE WAY A PERSON TREATS ANOTHER BELIEVER [OR EVEN AN UNBELIEVER] IS THE WAY HE
TREATS JESUS) 6 but whoever causes one of these little ones (I.E., SPIRITUAL CHILDREN AS DESCRIBED
IN Mt 18:3-4) who believe in Me to stumble (skandalizo), it would be better for him to have a heavy millstone
hung around his neck, and to be drowned in the depth of the sea (THE DISCIPLES HAD JUST BEEN
ARGUING ABOUT WHO WAS GREATEST-THEY WERE SINNING AND DOUBTLESS CAUSING OTHER
DISCIPLES TO SIN - ANGER, RESENTMENT, ETC. WOE!). 7 (LUKE'S VERSION LACKS THIS VERSE) “Woe
to the world (FALLEN, GODLESS, ANTI-GOD SYSTEM) because of its stumbling blocks (THE LIST IS
ENDLESS - BUT THINK OF DOUBLY "R-RATED" SHOWS LIKE "GAME OF THRONES" WHICH MANY WHO
CLAIM TO FOLLOW CHRIST ARE WATCHING - | KNOW THIS FROM PERSONAL COMMUNICATION WITH
A LOCAL PASTOR).! For it is inevitable that stumbling blocks come; but woe to that man through whom the
stumbling block comes! (IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN JESUS' SOLUTION READ Mt 18:8-9)

Matthew 18:5-9 The Danger of Causing a Christian to Sin - The basic truth of that verse is that it is
impossible to separate Christ from His people and that, consequently whatever affects believers, affects
Him. Specifically whoever receives a child of God in Christ's name receives Christ. As is clear from the
context, Jesus was using the child He held in His arms only as an illustration. One such child identifies the
specific child being referred to in the context. This can only mean the one who spiritually becomes a little
child, as described in verses 3-4. Jesus was not speaking of the toddler himself but was using him to
represent the children of God....Believers are to receive one another with tenderness, care, kindness, and
love, opening up their hearts to welcome fellow believers no matter who they are. In so doing, they
embrace the Lord Christ who lives in them. We are to care for each other like precious children. What a
vital message to the church!l...When a person mistreats a Christian he mistreats Christ. This side of the
truth also applies to believers and unbelievers. Whether the person is the worst persecuting pagan who
causes harm to a Christian or whether he is a believer who causes harm to a fellow Christian, the result is
the same: Christ Himself is attacked. (John MacArthur)

AN AWFUL AND TERRIBLE
CONDEMNATION

Mattoon - Great sorrow awaits the person that tempts others to sin and spiritually fail. If you know Jesus Christ as your Savior, you
have a bull's eye on your back, especially if you are living your life for Christ. You have a target on you and Satan and his forces are
out to stop you for sure. Jesus says this is a fact of life for the Christian. The Lord issues a grave warning to anyone that would be
used of Satan to cause believers, especially "little ones" or new believers, to spiritually fall, stumble, or be led astray from the

Lord. (Treasures from the Scriptures)

It would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck and he were thrown into the sea- Jesus is saying it would
have been better for this person to have died before he offended alittle one! The KJV (Textus Receptus) has the Greek word
mulos signifying a great millstone that would be 4-5 feet diameter, 1 foot thick, and weighing thousands of pounds. More modern
Biblical transcripts have the Greek word mulikos which is used only here and means belonging to a mill without saying how big the
millstone is. See Wikipedia discussion of millstone (some stones up to 3300 pounds!) The millstone Jesus spoke of is the surely a
huge millstone, not the small hand millstone used by the women to grind a little grain at a time. It would be "like being fit for a pair of
concrete shoes!" (Bell) The person would sink and stay on the bottom of the sea even no matter how hard they fought to free
themselves - what a frightening and terrible thought (I have also feared death by dying and this picture is even worse!). Were
thrown into the sea (Hurled into the sea! Mt 18:6, Mk 9:42) this person would sink to the bottom like a rock and drown, desperately
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trying to rise to the surface but impeded by the heavy weight around their neck! Jesus is not a torturer, but He is trying to get across
how horrible it is to trip up a "little one!" It would be better for that person to die than to trip up a little one! Jesus depicts a death that
is so horrible it is difficult to imagine. This warning would surely be an attention grabber!

It would be better (lusitelei) is used only here in the Bible and means to be advantageous, to be useful, to be to someone's
advantage. What is the "advantage?" To be thrown into water with such a heavy weight that escape would be impossible would
result in horrible drowning! It makes me think of the frantic reactions we see portrayed in those who are "water boarded!" That
implies that the fate of those who cause little ones to stumble is FAR WORSE than drowning this way!

Spurgeon - To do grievous damage to the soul of the very least of Christ’s people, is a great and ruinous sin; nothing can be worse.
God grant that we may not do this even inadvertently! Let not the strong indulge in that which would be unsafe for the weak, lest the
weak be led into sin through that which the strong brother might find lawful, but which certainly would not be expedient. May none of
us ever willfully grieve any child of God! (Luke 17 - exposition)

MacArthur - In the most vivid and sobering language indicating the seriousness of such an act against one of God's children, Jesus
declared that a person who does such a thing would be better off dying a terrible death. It would be better for him, in fact, that a
heavy millstone be hung around his neck, and that he be drowned in the depth of the sea. (See Matthew Commentary)

Steven Cole - Jesus says that it would be better to suffer a Mafia-style death, having a heavy millstone hung around your neck and
being cast into the sea, than to cause one of these little ones to stumble! He is not saying that the penalty for causing a little one to
stumble is to have a millstone hung around your neck and to be cast into the sea. That would be far better than the penalty that God
will impose! This does not mean that Christians who cause someone else to stumble will lose their salvation and incur God’s eternal
wrath. If that were so, none could be saved, because we all have sinned in this manner. David sinned in this manner when he
committed adultery with Bathsheba and had her husband killed, causing the enemies of the Lord to blaspheme (2 Sam. 12:14).
Peter sinned in this manner when he fell into hypocrisy out of fear of the Judaizers, so that other Jewish believers and even
Barnabas joined him in hypocrisy (Gal. 2:12-13). But both men repented of their sin and experienced God'’s forgiveness. Indeed, the
mark of a true believer is that when he sins and leads a weaker believer into sin, he confesses that sin and does everything he can
to help restore the fallen brother or sister. If the professing Christian does not repent, there may be good cause for questioning the
genuineness of his faith. Jesus uses this graphic picture to show how serious relational sins are in God’s sight. His warning ought to
scare us all into taking our offenses against others seriously. In Matthew 5:23-24+ He says, “If therefore you are presenting your
offering at the altar, and there remember that your brother has something against you, leave your offering there before the altar, and
go your way; first be reconciled to your brother, and then come and present your offering.” In other words, our relational sins hinder
our worship! Jesus’ warning especially ought to scare those of us in positions of church leadership. | once heard Bill Bright, the
founder of Campus Crusade for Christ, say that he often has prayed that God would take his life before he ever would be unfaithful
to his wife. That would be a good thing for every Christian leader to pray. We must be on guard because we’re prone to sin and
because God takes relational sins so seriously. Thankfully, the way of repentance and forgiveness is always available. Thus Jesus
goes on to instruct us what to do when someone sins against us. (Relational Sins and How to Deal With Them)

One of these little ones - "One" is emphatic in the Greek, making the point that it is a serious sin to offend even just ONE! This
most likely refers to new believers, e.g., the sinners and tax-gathers who were coming to Him in Luke 15:1. This also implies they
are those who would be more vulnerable to being stumbled by others. Cole adds that "Just as parents want to guard their children
from people who would harm them, so God is concerned that His babes not be hurt by those who claim to be Christians, but who set
a bad example. While each person, including the new believer, is responsible for his own sin, there is a sense in which those who
are more mature in the faith bear responsibility for the babes in the faith." (Relational Sins)

This verb, cause...to stumble, has the same root as stumbling blocks (skandalon) in Lk 17:1 producing a wordplay that is difficult
to reproduce in English. It is possible that the primary cause of offense here would be leading disciples (“little ones”) astray in a
similar fashion.

How do we cause one to stumble? The simple answer is that we in some way cause them to commit sin. Think of Eve. She was
tempted by Satan and sinned and what did she do? She immediately tempted Adam to sin! And who could forget the first high priest
of Israel, Aaron, who caused the entire nation to sin by molding and worshiping a golden calf?! Jeroboam was an evil king about
whom we read "he made Israel to sin." (1 Ki 14:16) and as a result thereafter we see him "immortalized" in the phrase "the sins of
Jeroboam" describing others who walked in his evil steps (cf 1 Ki 15:30, 16:31, 2 Ki 3:3, 10:29, 31, 13:2, 11, 14:24, 15:9, 18, et al)
What if we as a husband ask our wife about a tax deduction that is not really legal? We sin and we include her in the sin! We can
cause others to stumble indirectly as when a parent plays favorites (and the one not the favorite acts out in a sinful manner). Or what
about when we treat our wives in an insensitive or unloving manner and it causes them to sin (bitterness, anger, unforgiveness,
etc)? We can also cause others to stumble when we lead them by a sinful example, without even saying a word. This is especially a
danger for parents, whose little children are watching the actions of their parents (and of course listening to their words). And if our
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actions (and/or words) as parents are sinful, we are potentially causing our children to stumble! Woe! There is one other subtle way
we can cause others to stumble and that is by flaunting our liberty we have in Christ. And so a "strong" Christian might participate in
an activity (in first century Christianity eating meat sacrificed to idols) that is not in itself sinful, but which if withessed by a "weaker"
(in faith) Christian might cause the latter to stumble into sin. Paul writes "Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather
determine this—not to put an obstacle or a stumbling block in a brother’'s way." (Ro 14:13).

IEEUSTRATIONI- The story is told of an alcoholic father who stole out of the house one winter night to go to his favorite tavern. He
had not gone far when he heard a soft crunching noise in the snow behind him. He turned around to see his five-year-old boy a few
yards behind him. When he asked his son what he was doing, the boy replied, "I'm trying to follow in your footsteps, Dad." According
to the story the man never took another drink. (John MacArthur)

Cause...to stumble (to take offense) (4624)(skandalizo from skandalon= a trap = put a snare or stumbling block in way; English =
scandalize = to offend the moral sense of) means to put a snare (in the way), hence to cause to stumble, to give offense. To entrap,
trip up, or entice to sin, offend. So in Mt 5:29-30 skandalizo is used in the active sense which conveys the idea to cause to do
wrong, to entice to commit sin. In the passive sense it be means to be led into sin, to be caused to do wrong. In the passive some
uses mean to be offended (Mt 11:6), the idea being that one is taking offense at Jesus and/or refusing to believe in Him. Finally,
skandalizo can mean to furnish an occasion for some to be shocked, angered, or offended (Mt 17:27).

William Barclay says that stumble "originally meant the bait-stick in a trap. It then came to mean any
stumbling-block placed in the way to trip somebody up. Jesus said that it was impossible to construct a world
with no temptations; but woe betide the person who taught another to sin or who took away another's
innocence. Everyone must be given that first invitation to sin, that first push along the wrong way. The story is
told of an old man who was dying. Something was obviously worrying him. He told them at last what it was.
'When | was a lad,' he said, 'l often played on a wide common. Near its centre two roads met and crossed,
and, standing at the crossroads, was an old rickety signpost. | remember one day twisting it round in its
socket, thus altering the arms and making them point in the wrong direction; and I've been wondering ever
since how many travellers | sent on the wrong road." God will not hold anyone guiltless, who, on the road of
life, sends a younger or a weaker person on the wrong way. (Luke 18 Commentary - Daily Study Bible)

Gilbrant says skandalizo "is used frequently in the Septuagint to translate the Hebrew yaqosh, "to catch in a
trap, snare" (cf. Joshua 23:13; Judges 2:3; 8:27) and kasal, "to stumble" (cf. Leviticus 19:14; 1 Samuel 25:31;
Psalm 119:165). In the New Testament these two ideas were eventually merged into one with the resultant
meaning of "cause of ruin" or "a stumbling block." The word "offenses" here carries the much stronger
connotation of "causes to reject God." (Complete Biblical Library)

Mattoon - How does a person become a stumbling block and lead others astray? There are two key channels.

1. False teaching: This is an effective way that religious leaders steer young Christians in the wrong direction. Many cults prey
upon new Christians or Christians that are out of church and have a baby mentality when it comes to spiritual matters. This is why it
is so important to know the Bible so you will not be confused or led astray.

2. Faults in the Example of Christians:Christians can cause young Christians to spiritually stumble by faults in their own lives.
Immorality, drinking, drugs, gambling, cursing, involvement in pornography, temper tantrums, greed, griping, laziness, etc., can turn
people OFF to church and the Lord, or they can turn people ON to this kind of lifestyle.

For example, some folks ask, "What's wrong with a drink once in a while?" The answer is, "God says stay away from it in Proverbs.
Don't even look at it." Secondly, your example may encourage others to think it is OK to drink alcohol. You may not become a drunk,
but somebody else may, because your example got them started. People ARE watching our lives. Why do you think folks keep
saying, "I'm not going to church because of all the hypocrites in the church." They are watching people that profess to be Christians!
What in the world do they see in the lives of the folks that go to our church? We are the LORD's ambassadors. We are to represent
Him and be as shining lights in this world. (Treasures from the Scriptures)

Luke 17:3 “Be on your guard! If your brother sins, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive him.

KJV Luke 17:3 Take heed to yourselves: If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him; and if he repent,
forgive him.
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= Be on your guard Luke 21:34; Exodus 34:12; Deuteronomy 4:9,15,23; 2 Chronicles 19:6,7; Ephesians 5:15; Hebrews 12:15;
2 John 1:8

= If your brother sins Matthew 18:15-17,21

= rebuke Leviticus 19:17; Psalms 141:5; Proverbs 9:8; 17:10; 27:5; Galatians 2:11-14; James 5:19

= Luke 17 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

= Luke 17:1-4 Relational Sins and How to Deal With Them- Steven Cole

= Luke 17:1-4 Four Hallmarks of Humility, Part 1- John MacArthur
= Luke 17:3-4 Four Hallmarks of Humility, Part 2- John MacArthur

PATTERN TO FOLLOW IF
A BROTHER SINS AGAINST YOU

Be on your guard! (prosecho) Since it is inevitable that stumbling blocks will come, it is mandatory that a disciple stay constantly
taking heed or giving attention. The present imperative calls for the disciples of Jesus (including us) to continually pay attention, a
command which ultimately is not naturally possible but necessitates continuous reliance on the supernatural empowerment of the
Spirit Who was with the disciples before Pentecost and is now in all disciples (Jn 14:16-17).

If your brother sins (hamartano), rebuke (epitimao in aorist imperative) him; and if he repents (metanoeo), forgive (aphiemi in
aorist imperative) him. - This is not an easy verse to practice. One must be filled with the Spirit (Eph 5:18+) and Word (Col 3:16+ ~
"admonishing one another") to obey these serious commands! If one has not looked at themselves first in the mirror for any taint of
sin, they need to be very cautious and hesitant to address their brother's sin. In Greek the “your brother” is emphatic. This is
someone of which you are intimately connected in a family way. So in this verse we are to treat like "family." Note that while Lk 17:1-
2 is directed to the offender, Lk 17:3-4 is addressed to one who is offended. After issuing the warning to be on your guard Jesus
then proceeds to give two commands to obey if your brother (implies he is a believer) sins (against you). IF is third class condition
which speaks of a potential action (i.e., he sins against you). First rebuke (epitimao) him which means to give admonish, disapprove
of his sin, and it may include censure, reprimand, or a stern warning. Epitimao has the nuance of a frank, but gentle admonition, as
politely telling him that he is wrong, doing this instead of harboring a grudge! Jesus says there will be times when you will have to
look someone in the eyes and point out their sin, addressing it straight up and head on (with sensitivity, compassion and love Gal
6:1+, Eph 4:15+, Eph 4:29+, 1Cor 16:14+, not with glee, not with a "get 'em attitude," not with an air of arrogance! Remember that
we don'’t get closer to God by passing judgment on others.). IF (also a third class condition = he might repent) he repents, then you
are commanded to forgive him. The aorist imperative calls for a specific act which is complete, but the completed act may be
repeated. Think about this for a moment. What would happen if he repented but you refused to forgive? Have you not in a sense
just placed a stumbling block of unforgiveness in his path? In a very real sense that is what you have done, so you need to re-read
the warning in Lk 17:1-2, repent of your unforgiveness and thenforgive!

Jesus gives us a "four step" procedure on how to rebuke a sinner in Matthew 18 teaching that (STEP 1) "If your brother sins, go and
show him his fault in private; if he listens to you, you have won your brother. (STEP 2) But if he does not listen to you, take one or
two more with you, so that by the mouth of two or three witnesses every fact may be confirmed. (STEP 3) If he refuses to listen to
them, tell it to the church; and (STEP 4) if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.”
(Mt 18:15-17)

Steven Cole makes the point that "When Jesus warns, ‘Be on your guard,” He means that each of us needs to look first and
foremost to our own hearts. Take the log out of your own eye and then you may be able to help your brother with the speck in his
eye, but not before then (Matt. 7:3-5). When relational conflicts erupt, the first thing you should do is to ask God to show you what
part you are responsible for. If you think that, being generous, you're responsible for ten percent of the problem, you can safely
multiply that number by four or five! We all are prone to justify ourselves and blame others. But healing will not begin in damaged
relationships until each person allows the Spirit of God through the Word of God to shine into his or her own heart and reveal the sin
that is there. We must be on guard against relational sins because we are so prone towards them." (Luke 17:1-4 Relational Sins and
How to Deal With Them)

MacArthur writes that "be on your guard against the influence of the scribes and Pharisees is a caution against acting like
unbelievers by both giving offense, and being indifferent to the sins of others." (MacArthur New Testament Commentary — Luke 11-
17)

Leon Morris on rebuke him - This does not mean that he will adopt an attitude of censoriousness, for the context stresses
forgiveness. It means that, though he will be compassionate, he will not be weak. He cannot be indifferent to evil, but this does not

mean that he will bear a grudge. (The Gospel According to St. Luke: An Introduction and Commentary - borrow)

Allen on rebuke him - "This does not mean that we are to attack him with arrogant accusations and demands for apology. Rather,
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we are to seek the brother out, expose the problem in its seriousness to him, and express the desire for fellowship. If his attitude is
right, he will adopt the proper attitude without coercion. This teaching presupposes a desire for fellowship on his part also.”
(Broadman Bible Commentary — Luke-John)

Mattoon - This rebuke is to be strong enough to inspire repentance. To "rebuke" does not mean to point out every sin, for Jesus
also warns against being judgmental. Rebuke is always to be done in love and compassion, not in a censoring and judgmental spirit.
Its purpose is to bring the sin to the attention of the offending person and restore them to fellowship with the Lord and other
believers. In this passage, this refers to sin that could pull that person or others away from God, and result in the horrible judgment.
When a person feels that he or she must rebuke another Christian for a sin, it is wise and essential for that person to check his or
her attitudes and motivations first. He needs to take a good look at himself to make sure there are no faults in his own life that he

has not made right with God or other people. (Treasures from the Scriptures)

Mattoon - Unless rebuke is tied to forgiveness, it will not help the sinning person. Rebuking a fellow believer requires care. Finding
fault, and expressing it effectively are delicate proceedings. People are easily offended. In a first-time confrontation, try these six
steps:

» 1. Appeal to the Lord in Prayer: Pray and ask the Lord for help in getting your concern across without creating antagonism or
defensiveness.

« 2. Approach: Approach the other person as a friend, not an adversary.
« 3. Assume: Imagine the most innocent possible reason for the other's fault, not the most insidious or repulsive reason.

4. Agreement: Make your approach a series of gradual and mutual agreements: "Could | speak to you? I'm having trouble with
something. May | ask you about it?" Notice these statement are questions, not accusations.

« 5. Abridge Your Words: State your case and concerns once, very clearly. Repetition becomes the pounding of a jack hammer.

» 6. Appreciation: Express gratitude for the conversation, confidence in the friendship, and cordial expectations for the future.
Show that you harbor no doubt that the matter has been solved. The person may not get matters right in their life after you have
spoken with them. They will, however, be aware that others are watching. They may curb what they are doing, and it is possible,
they may also become defensive and lash out at you. No matter how they respond, the rest is up to the Lord. (Treasures from the

Scriptures)

The goal of rebuking is not to "put them in their place" or to "get them," or "to get it off your chest" but to stimulate in their heart a
desire to seek to repent. Be sure to do an attitude check, so that you are not rebuking them just to prove you are right and they are
wrong. The goal is repentance and restoration of that person's relationship with the Lord and with others. Paul gives us the right
attitude in Galatians 6:1 when he writes

Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of
gentleness; each one looking to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted (enticed to sin yourself!).

Comment: Note the "caveat" of looking at your own heart, checking your own motives, examining your
own walk with Jesus! Also take note of the verb restore, the Greek verb katartizo, which conveys the
fundamental idea of putting something into its appropriate condition so it will function well. It denotes
setting right what has gone wrong, restoring to a former condition, whether mending broken nets (as in Mt
4:21, Mk 1:19), setting broken bones (as in secular Greek medical writings) or healing wounded
hearts. The idea is to restore the person to usefulness to the Lord. In this context, one who is spiritual is
one who is gentle, which clearly is one who is filled with/controlled by the Holy Spirit thus "bearing" this
fruit (Eph 5:18-note, Gal 5:23)! Gentleness is prautes which denotes the humble and gentle attitude which
expresses itself, in particular, in a patient submissiveness to offense, free from malice and desire for
revenge... controlled strength, the ability to bear reproaches and slights without bitterness and
resentment; the ability to provide a soothing influence on someone who is in a state of anger, bitterness
and resentment against life... the word indicates an obedient submissiveness to God and His will, with
unwavering faith and enduring patience displaying itself in a gentle attitude and kind acts toward others,
and this often in the face of opposition.

"This word (repent) was the message of the Baptist, of Jesus, of Peter, of Paul, this radical change of attitude and life." (Robertson)
The question arises what if they don't repent? Do we still need to forgive them?

Steven Cole addresses this writing that "While biblical forgiveness is a quick decision, the restoration of trust usually takes time
proportionate to the seriousness of the offense. If a man molests your children and truly repents, you must forgive him, but you
would be foolish to let him babysit your children. Trust is gradually restored as a person demonstrates growth in godliness. Also,
granting forgiveness does not necessarily mean removing all of the consequences of the person’s wrongful actions. God forgave
David, but He imposed heavy consequences for his sin so that he and others would see the seriousness of what he had done (2
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Sam. 12:14). Granting forgiveness may include graciously relieving the offender of some or all the consequences, but not
necessarily so. As a boss, you may forgive a dishonest employee, and yet put him on probation or fire him. Also, many wonder,
“Should | forgive the person if he does not repent or if he only repents superficially?” Is forgiveness supposed to be unconditional?
We are to forgive others as God in Christ has forgiven us (Eph. 4:32). God does not pardon our sins until we repent, but He made
provision to pardon our sins long before we repented and He acted in kindness toward us to lead us to repentance (Rom. 2:4). Thus
we must root out all bitterness toward the person who has sinned against us and genuinely seek his welfare by our attitudes, words,
and actions. We should pray for his repentance. We should look for opportunities to do kind things for him. The minute he repents
and asks our forgiveness, we should freely grant it. That's how God forgave us in Christ, bearing the penalty for our sin." (Luke 17:1-
4 Relational Sins and How to Deal With Them)

Be on your guard! (4337)(prosecho from pros = before, toward + echo = hold) means literally to hold to, toward or before.
Originally it was followed by the word "the mind" (nous) but at times "the mind" was omitted but still the idea of "the mind" was
implied. In short prosecho describes holding one's mind to someone or something. The idea is to give heed, be concerned about,
be careful.

Jesus had used this same warning in Luke 12:1note - "“Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy." He uses
prosecho two more times in Luke and all 3 of these uses are in the present imperative, calling for our continued attention to folks
that might cause us to stumble. | received an email this morning from a saint who was being stumbled by some "Torah" teachers
who emphasized obedience and disavowed the Trinity, causing considerable distress to this young believer. Woe to those who do
this!

Luke 20:46 “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes, and love respectful greetings in the
market places, and chief seats in the synagogues and places of honor at banquets,

Luke 21:34 ‘Be on guard, so that your hearts will not be weighted down with dissipation and drunkenness
and the worries of life, and that day will not come on you suddenly like a trap;

Luke recorded a similar warning in Acts from Paul to the elders at Ephesus

Acts 20:28 “Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you
overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.

Paul warned Timothy not to "pay attention (prosecho) to myths and endless genealogies, which give rise to mere speculation rather
than furthering the administration of God which is by faith." (1 Ti 1:4)

Paul used prosecho in Titus 1:14 warning Titus to not be "paying attention to Jewish myths and commandments of men who turn
away from the truth."

Prosecho is used in a positive context of those thing to which we should pay attention - 1 Ti 4:13, Heb 2:1, 2 Peter 1:19.

Prosecho means to moor a ship, to tie it up. Prosecho was also used to mean “to remain on course”. Figuratively (see also below)
the idea is to hold one's mind before then to take heed, to pay attention, to give heed, be in a state of alert, to watch out for or to be
on guard. The word implies the giving one’s consent, as well as one’s attention. When used in this manner prosecho always warns
of some type of danger (usually spiritual danger but occasionally physical)! Prosecho is not a call simply to notice or sense
something, but to be on guard against it because it is so harmful (eg, the danger of practicing your righteousness for others to see,
the danger of false prophets, false teachers and false teaching, the danger of the Pharisees and Sadducees). The idea is to turn
one’s mind or attention to a thing by being on one’s guard against it.

Sins (verb) (264)(hamartano) literally means to miss the mark (and so not share in the prize). Hamartano means to act contrary to
the will and law of God. To commit a wrong. To be in error. Hamartano means to err (err is from Latin errare = to wander or to
stray!) which means to wander from the right way, to deviate from the true course or purpose and so to violate an accepted standard
of conduct. To err is to miss the right way. To err means to deviate from the path or line of duty. To stray by design or mistake.
To err is to stray from God and/or His commandments. Hamartano means to swerve from the truth, to turn aside from the straight
course charted by the Word of Truth. To swerve means to wander from any line prescribed, or from a rule of duty; to depart from
what is established by law, duty or custom.

Rebuke (aorist imperative = Do it now! Do not delay!) (2008)(epitimao from epi = upon + timao = to honor) means literally to put
honor upon and then to mete out due measure and so then to find fault with, to censure severely, to rebuke, to express strong
disapproval of, or to denounce (cp the incredible example in Mt 16:22). Wuest adds that epitimao "In classical Greek its
predominating sense is that of severe, strenuous reproach for unworthy deeds or acts. In this sense, the word carries at bottom, a
suggestion of a charge under penalty." Cleon Rogers says that epitimao "has the nuance of a frank, but gentle admonition: politely
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tell him that he is wrong. This is to be done instead of harboring a grudge."

Luke's uses of epitimao - Lk. 4:35; Lk. 4:39; Lk. 4:41; Lk. 8:24; Lk. 9:21; Lk. 9:42; Lk. 9:55; Lk. 17:3; Lk.
18:15; Lk. 18:39; Lk. 19:39; Lk. 23:40

Repents (3340)(metanoeo from meta = with, among + noeo = to think, exercise the mind <> fromnous = mind - see study
= metanoia) means to have another mind. Metanoeo means to change one's mind in respect to sin, God, and self. To turn to God
and from sin (Luke 15:7 = "one sinner who repents", 10, cf 1Th 1:9-note). It is not an intellectual decision but a change of mind that
issues in a change of behavior. This change of mind may, especially in the case of Christians who have fallen into sin, be preceded
by sorrow (2Cor 7:8, 9, 10, 11); but sorrow for sin, though it may cause repentance, is not repentance.

Forgive (aorist imperative = Do it now! Do not delay!) (863)(aphiemi from apo = prefix implies separation + hiemi = put in motion,
send; See noun aphesis) conveys the basic idea of an action which causes separation and means to send from one's self, to
forsake, to hurl away, to put away, let alone, disregard, put off. It conveys the basic idea of an action which causes separation and
refers to total detachment, total separation, from a previous location or condition. It means to send forth or away from one's self. It
refers to the act of putting something away or of laying it aside. In secular Greek aphiemi initially conveyed the sense of to throw and
in one secular writing we read "let the pot drop" (aphiemi). From this early literal use the word came to mean leave or let go.

The aorist imperative calls for a specific act which is complete, but the completed act may be repeated, if necessary (as shown by
the following context).

Mattoon on aphiemi - This word means:
» To expire: The offense of the person has expired.
* To let go or to keep no longer: Bitterness and hurt are released when you forgive. You let these things go.
* To not discuss a matter now: The issue is dropped.
 To go away, leaving something behind: You walk away from the offense.
« To forsake a matter and leave it alone: (Treasures from the Scriptures)

We are never more like God than when we forgive the sin of others. And note this is a command in to do this without delay. The only
way to truly obey/keep this command is by jettisoning our natural reaction (which is not to forgive) and to rely wholly on the Holy
Spirit to gives us the desire and the power to forgive (cf Php 2:13NLT-note).

NET Note - Forgiveness is to be readily given and not withheld. In a community that is to have restored relationships, grudges are
not beneficial.

Steven Cole has a lengthy practical comment on the delicate practice of rebuking another person -

In my experience of helping people work through relational conflicts, this step is often neglected completely
out of cowardice or done poorly at best. People would sooner walk away from a strained relationship than to
give biblical rebuke to the person who is sinning against them or against others. Or, quite often if someone
sins against us, we go and tell others about it, “just so they can pray about it” or “to get their counsel.” Sure!
Jesus clearly says, “If your brother sins (against you is implied), rebuke him.” Let’s face it, it's not pleasant to
have to rebuke someone. If you find it pleasant, you are not in the right frame of mind to do it and you will
probably do it in an ungodly manner! But the command to rebuke a sinning brother is the first step in the
restoration process. You are not dealing with him biblically until you do it. This does not mean that we are to
go around rebuking others for every minor offense. Often, both in the church and in our families, we should act
“with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing forbearance to one another in love (Eph. 4:2). “Love
covers a multitude of sins” (1 Pet. 4:8). “We who are strong ought to bear the weaknesses of those without
strength and not just please ourselves” (Rom. 15:1). Thus much of the time we should simply absorb offences
and pray for the offender, that he will grow up in the Lord and learn to be more sensitive to others. God has
shown us grace; we should show grace to others.

So, how do we know when to bear with someone’s sin and when to rebuke it? There are several things to

consider (see Ken Sande’s excellent book. The Peacemaker [Baker], pp. 135-140):

First, are you aware that the offender has something against you? If so, Jesus commands us to go to him and
seek to get the matter cleared up (Matt. 5:23-24). We can’t shrug it off by saying, “That's his problem!”
Scripture repeatedly tells us to pursue peace with others (Rom. 12:18; 14:19; 2 Tim. 2:22; Heb. 12:14). In
other words, we are not to be passive about strained relationships. To be apathetic is not to love the other
person. We should ardently go after peace.
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Second, is the other person’s sin bringing dishonor to God? If someone who professes to be a Christian is
acting in a way that brings shame to the name of Christ, and you know the person and are aware of his
behavior, you're it! You need to go and talk to him about his sin in an attempt to bring him to repentance. To let
it go is not to care about the Lord’s glory or your brother’s holiness.

Third, is the other person’s sin damaging your relationship with him (or her)? Perhaps the other person
habitually gossips about others, so that you find yourself wanting to avoid being around her (or him). You don’t
have to become best of friends, but the loving thing to do is not to avoid her, but to attempt to help her face up
to her sin and repent. Or, perhaps the person said or did something that hurt you, so that you find yourself
dodging him every time you see him. Again, the loving thing to do is to meet privately and confront what he did
so that you help him grow as a believer.

Fourth, is the other person’s sin seriously hurting others? Perhaps you see a young mother who verbally or
physically abuses her children. Or it maybe a professing Christian is ensnared in drug or alcohol abuse, along
with the inevitable deception that accompanies those sins. You are not showing God'’s love to let the person go
on in this destructive behavior. You must rebuke with the view of leading the person to repentance.

Fifth, is the other person’s sin seriously hurting himself? If you see a Christian engaging in some sin that is
going to destroy him and you shrug and say, “That’s his problem,” you are not loving your brother. As James
5:19-20 says, “My brethren, if any among you strays from the truth, and one turns him back; let him know that
he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save his soul from death, and will cover a multitude of
sins.”

Finally, is the person’s sin an often repeated pattern? If a person does the same thing over and over, he is
enslaved to that sin and needs help getting out of it. Anger, lust, greed, selfishness, insensitivity to others,
laziness or a lack of self-discipline, and many other sins can destroy a person’s faith if he does not get the
victory in Christ. If you see these habit patterns, you need to come alongside and offer help in the Lord.

Do not go to rebuke another believer until you first have examined yourself and taken the log out of
your own eye. (Mt 7:1-5-note) Check your motives before God, to make sure that your desire is to do His will.
Pray for the other person’s openness and for the right timing to go. Prepare yourself to act in love even if the
other person attacks you. But then, be obedient to God’'s Word and go. It is always more difficult at the
moment to go than to let it go. But biblical love demands that we put out the effort. (Luke 17:1-4 Relational
Sins and How to Deal With Them)

IEEUSTRATION]- In the March, 2002 issue of Reader's Digest, Fred Luskin, a psychologist from Stanford University says, "Holding
on to hurts and nursing grudges wears you down physically and emotionally. Forgiving someone can be a powerful antidote."

Charlotte van Oyden Witvliet concurs with him. She is an assistant professor of Psychology at Hope College in Holland, Michigan,
who conducted a study with 71 volunteers that showed people who don't forgive, experience "steep spikes in blood pressure, heart
rate and muscle tension." Forgiveness, Witvliet found, helps people to remain calm. "Forgiveness isn't about condoning what
happened," Luskin said, "It is about breaking free from the person who wronged us."

For example, in 1982, Stephen Watt was a sheriff's officer with the misfortune of pulling Mark Farnham over in a routine traffic stop.
What he didn't know is that Farnham was speeding for a reason. He had just robbed a bank. Farnham shot Watt five times, and left
him for dead. Mr. Watt recovered, but lost the sight in one eye, and still carries a bullet near his spine.277

As you might expect, Watt became bitter towards Farnham. His anger grew until his wife intervened. She encouraged him to forgive
his assailant, if he was ever going to be a true Christian.

In 1986, Watt attended a revival service at the prison and spotted Farnham across the room. He walked over to Farnham and
hugged him. Watt says, "I had basically been dead from the time | got shot in 1982 until 1986."

When he forgave Farnham, Watt says, "It was just like God picked up a semi-truck right off me and | actually started living." From all
appearances, the forgiveness was complete; today the two men are best friends. Beloved, forgiveness is needed by the offender
and the offended. (Mattoon Treasures from the Scriptures)

Luke 17:4 “And if he sins against you seven times a day, and returns to you seven times, saying, ‘l repent,” forgive him.”

KJV Luke 17:4 And if he trespass against thee seven times in a day, and seven times in a day turn again to
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thee, saying, | repent; thou shalt forgive him.

« if he sins against you seven times a dayMatthew 18:21,22,35; 1 Corinthians 13:4-7; Ephesians 4:31,32; Colossians
3:12,13

= | repent,’ forgive him Matthew 5:44; 6:12,14,15; 18:16; Romans 12:20; 2 Thessalonians 3:13,14

= Luke 17 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

= Luke 17:1-4 Relational Sins and How to Deal With Them- Steven Cole

= Luke 17:3-4 Four Hallmarks of Humility, Part 2- John MacArthur

FORGIVENESS WITHOUT LIMIT
SHOULD MARK A DISCIPLE

And if he sins (hamartano) against you seven times a day, and returns (epistrepho) to you seven times, saying, ‘I repent
(metanoeo),” forgive (aphiemi) him - Notice that even the verbreturns (epistrepho) gives a picture of the person's willingness to
repent. IF is third class condition which speaks of a potential action, indicating it is possible that this scenario of repeated sin against
you could occur. And yet sin seven times is to be "repaid" with forgiveness seven times! Isn't this what God does for us every day?
Of course it is, so we are never more like Christ then when we forgive those who wrong us just as He did even from the Cross (Lk
23:34+). Seven times speaks of "perfect" forgiveness, complete forgiveness, "supernatural" forgiveness, like God gives us daily!
Only a Spirit filled disciple (Eph 5:18+) can forgive this way. Are you fighting forgiveness with someone (unforgiveness is sin)? Yield
to the conviction of the sweet Spirit and allow Him give you the desire/will to forgive and the supernatural power to truly forgive! (Php
2:13NLT+).

THOUGHT - Do you have a problem with forgiveness? Is the Spirit bringing to your mind just now as you read
this that there is someone you are not willing to forgive? If you are a follower of Christ, you need to give careful
heed to Jesus' exhortation regarding forgiveness. In a word Jesus is saying "Go overboard on forgiveness!"
Don't hold back. Followers of Christ are "extravagant" forgivers! If there is even a hint the person (who has
offended you) is repentant, don't question his/her motives. Just forgive, forgive, forgive, forgive, forgive, forgive,
and forgive again! If you are a believer, there should NEVER be a time in your life when you say something
like "That's it! I'll never forgive them again even if they come crawling on all fours!" God is a forgiving God and
His children should imitate Him (Eph 5:1+)! What if we sinned and confessed our sin according to 1 John 1:9¢
and the offended party says "Sorry, that was one time too many. | can't forgive you this time!" Of course that is
hypothetical, because the Father is always open to the sincere confession of His children! And be careful, lest
in your forgiving the other person, you do it with a judgmental spirit. Genuine forgiveness is not judgmental!
Forgiveness is to be granted whenever it is requested! Does that describe your walk with Christ? If not, ask
God to forgive you. Then filled with Spirit (Eph 5:18+ -- the Holy Spirit is grieved by an "unholy spirit" of
unforgiveness) go forth and forgive seven times, yea, even "seventy times seven" if necessary! (cf Mt 18:22).

Seven emphasizes completeness so just as the sin is "complete" so too must be be the forgiveness. Clearly this was a lesson that
Jesus needed to repeat for in Luke 18 we see the interchange between Peter and Jesus...

Then Peter came and said to Him, “Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me and | forgive him? Up to
seven times?” Jesus *said to him, “l do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven. (Lk
18:21,22)

Barclay - The Rabbis had a saying that if one forgave another three times, one was perfect. The Christian standard takes the
Rabbinic standard, doubles it and adds one; but it is not a matter of calculation. It simply means that the Christian standard of
forgiveness must immeasurably exceed the best the world can achieve. (Luke 18 Commentary - Daily Study Bible)

Spurgeon - Do you say, “That is too many times in a day to forgive him”? Let me ask,-“ How many times in a day have you sinned?
How many times in a day does God forgive you?” Ah! the seven times a day that you have to forgive your brother are but a small
number compared with the innumerable forgivenesses granted to you by our ever-gracious God....Perhaps someone remarks, “It
looks as if he would do nothing else but keep on sinning and repenting.” Well, suppose he does so, that is precisely what you are
doing, except that you do not go often repent when you sin. So, possibly, the offender is rather better than you are, after all, and if
God is gentle in his dealings with you, you may well be gentle in your dealings with your neighbor. (Luke 17 - exposition)

Note that forgive is in the active voice which means that the subject (you or ) is the one initiating this action (forgiveness). The
active voice signifies that it is a volitional choice, that you are making a choice of your will to forgive. Now | might add at this point,
since it is not our "natural” inclination to forgive, a forgiving attitude in our hearts is best stimulated supernaturally by the Holy Spirit
energizing us giving us the desire to forgive and the power to carry through with forgiving (cf Php 2:13NLT+). So yes, Biblical
forgiveness is a decision (volitional choice) of one's will and is not a feeling. It is a decision optimally carried out by a man or woman
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who is filled with (controlled by, empowered by) the Holy Spirit (Eph 5:18+). Our old man (cf the flesh) is inherently selfish and not

even able to genuinely forgive from the heart! The idea of forgiveness is to dismiss a case from court, to let go, to "drop the ax" (and
"bury the hatchet" and not leave the handle visible!), to release from a debt (if they have sinned against us they have a "sin debt").
The best way to dismiss a case from court is to allow the Spirit to "serve as Judge" so to speak. Then enabled by the Spirit you can
choose to let the matter drop and you can sincerely promise not to bring it up against the person in the future. Biblical forgiveness
does not say, “I forgive you but | never want to see your stinking face again!” That's the "genre" of forgiveness the lost, godless world
gives, a forgiveness "empowered" by our "stinking flesh!" Biblical forgiveness opens the way to restore wounded relationships.
Reconciliation is the goal of forgiveness.

Paul also emphasizes the importance of followers of Christ manifesting an attitude of forgiveness...

Ephesians 4:31,32+ Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slanderbe put away (aorist

imperative see our need to depend on the Holy Spirit to obey) from you, along with all malice. Be (present

imperative see our need to depend on the Holy Spirit to obey) kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving
(present tense see our need to depend on the Holy Spirit to make this our habitual practice) each other, just

as God in Christ also has forgiven you.

Colossians 3:12,13+ So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience; bearing with one another, and forgiving each other,
whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.

Returns (1994) (epistrepho from epi = motion toward + strepho = twist, turn quite around or reverse) means to revert, to turn
about, to turn around, to turn toward, to return. In this context it speaks of a physical change (they literally turn around and return)
and a moral change (they have a change of mind). Friberg - (1) intransitively, active and middle with aorist passive; (a) literally, of
physical movement - turn around, turn (about) (Jn 21.20); return, turn back (Acts 15.36); (b) figuratively, of religious or moral change
-- change one's ways, repent (Mk 4.12 ); of a change of mind or course of action come to believe again in, turn back to, return to (Lk
17.4; Gal 4.9); (2) transitively, of religious or moral change turn, bring back, cause to change (Jas 5.19, 20) (Borrow Analytical
Lexicon of the Greek New Testament)

Epistrepho - 35v - back(2), back*(3), return(6), returned(3), returns(2), take back(1), turn(8), turn
back(1), turned(6), turned again(1), turned around(1), turning(2), turning around(2), turns(2),
turns...back(1). Matt. 10:13; Matt. 12:44; Matt. 13:15; Matt. 24:18; Mk. 4:12; Mk. 5:30; Mk. 8:33; Mk. 13:16;
Lk. 1:16; Lk. 1:17; Lk. 2:39; Lk. 8:55; Lk. 17:4; Lk. 17:31; Lk. 22:32; Jn. 21:20; Acts 3:19; Acts 9:35; Acts 9:40;
Acts 11:21; Acts 14:15; Acts 15:19; Acts 15:36; Acts 16:18; Acts 26:18; Acts 26:20; Acts 28:27; 2 Co. 3:16;
Gal. 4:9; 1 Thess. 1:9; Jas. 5:19; Jas. 5:20; 1 Pet. 2:25; 2 Pet. 2:22; Rev. 1:12

Forgiving Clubs
Read: Luke 17:1-10

If he sins against you seven times in a day, and . . . returns to you, saying, "l repent," you shall forgive him. —
Luke 17:4

If you play golf, you know how important it is to hit the ball at just the right spot on the club face. The newest clubs, however, are
more forgiving. The metal-head woods, the featherweight clubs, and the hollowback irons have expanded what is often referred to
as the “sweet spot” on the club. Now it is possible to hit the ball on the heel or the toe of the club and still get good distance.

The idea of a golf club that has a large and forgiving “sweet spot” reminds me of how Christians should respond to one another.
Instead of being like the old, unforgiving club that required near-perfect performance, we should be like the new clubs that are
generous with the faults of the golfer. We should have a large “sweet spot” that provides plenty of room to forgive any repentant
brother or sister in Christ (Lk. 17:4).

That's the pattern the Lord Jesus set for us. In fact, He came to earth to die for our sins and to show us, by what He said and did,
what forgiveness really means. During His life, and even on the cross, He forgave all who called to Him in faith. We should follow His
example. Who should be more forgiving than those of us who have needed and experienced so much forgiveness ourselves?

By Mart DeHaan (Our Daily Bread. Copyright RBC Ministries, Grand Rapids, MIl. — Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved)

Forgiveness—it's a gift from God
That we should spread around;
So give it to repentant ones
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Wherever they are found.
—JDB

We can stop forgiving others only if Christ stops forgiving us.

Steven Cole concludes his sermon on Luke 17:1-4 writing that "Former First Lady, Barbara Bush, spoke these words at a college
commencement:

As important as your obligation as a doctor, a lawyer, or a business leader will be, you are a human being first,
and those human connections with spouses, with children, with friends are the most important investments you
will ever make. At the end of your life, you will never regret not having passed one more test, winning one more
verdict, closing one more deal. You will regret time not spent with a husband, a child, a friend or a parent. Our
success as a society depends not on what happens in the White House but on what happens inside your
house. (Reader’s Digest [1/91], pp. 157-158.)

Relationships are important to us. But even more so, they matter to God! That's why Jesus warns so strongly about being on guard
against relational sins and emphasizes so strongly the need for rebuke, repentance, and forgiveness. If you have a strained
relationship with a family member, a fellow Christian, or even with a non-Christian, | urge you, so far as it depends on you, to pursue
peace and reconciliation. God will bless you as you seek to obey Him.

Discussion Questions

1. How can we fight our inherent tendency to blame others?

2. In marriage, how can a husband and wife confront one another’s sins without becoming adversaries?

3. Do we have any right to talk to someone else about a person’s sin against us before we have talked to the
person himself? If so, when and under what conditions?

4. What are some practical implications of the fact that forgiveness is a decision, not a feeling?

5. Discuss: Should we forgive a person who does not repent or who repents in a glib or superficial manner?
(Luke 17:1-4 Relational Sins and How to Deal With Them)

Luke 17:5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!”

KJV Luke 17:5 And the apostles said unto the Lord, Increase our faith.

= Increase our faith Mark 9:24; 2 Corinthians 12:8-10; Philippians 4:13; 2 Thessalonians 1:3; Hebrews 12:2; 1 Peter 1:22,23
= Luke 17 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries
= Luke 17:5-10 More Faith or More Obedience? - Steven Cole

= Luke 17:5-10 Four Hallmarks of Humility, Part 3- John MacArthur

Related Passage:

Mark 9:24+ Immediately the boy’s father cried out and said, “I do believe; help my unbelief.”

SUPERCHARGE
OUR FAITH!

Why do they ask a faith increase? What has Jesus clearly stated? He has told them they must be faithful forgivers! Oh, how difficult
is to forgive those who have sinned against us! So they ask for a boost to their faith, that they might believe and obey His
exhortation.

The apostles (apostolos) said to the Lord, “Increase (prostithemi in aorist imperative expresses their sense of urgency and great
need) our faith (pistos)!” - The apostles identifies the 12 men chosen by Jesus. The "disciples” in Lk 17:1 would have included
apostles and others who were disciples (some believing and others interested by not yet believing). Increase our faith was in the
form of a command to give them more faith, but Jesus will correct them. They were not asking a gift of faith, but an increase in the
depth of their faith.

The apostles are the 12 disciples (learners) who Jesus called personally and sovereignly to be in His inner
circle, a group of men including one betrayer, Judas Iscariot (Mt 10:2-4, Lk 6:13+, cf Rev 21:14). These were
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to be His personal representatives after His ascension. The apostles were eyewitnesses of His resurrection,
and composed the foundation upon which the church was built (Eph. 2:20), as well as Spirit-inspired authors of
most of the New Testament.

Steven Cole on increase our faith - The disciples instantly realized that these were tough demands. To walk uprightly so as not to
cause a new believer to stumble and to forgive someone who has wronged us are not automatic behaviors! Forgiveness especially
is tough because our feelings are involved. So the disciples respond by asking the Lord to increase their faith (Lk 17:5). It was an
honest request stemming from the right motives. They saw that if they wanted to fulfill these demands, they would have to have
God’s strength and enabling to do it. But Jesus’ answer (Lk 17:6) indicates that more faith is not really the issue. Faith is not
measured by its quantity, but simply by its presence. A mustard seed sized faith will accomplish impossible things. The real need,
Jesus says (Lk 17:7-10), is for more obedience and humility. We should view ourselves as God’s slaves who owe Him simple and
unquestioning obedience. And, when we have done what He requires, we should not get puffed up with pride in our great
obedience, but should simply say, “We are unworthy slaves; we have done only that which we ought to have done.” (More Faith or
More Obedience)

John MacArthur says thatincrease our faith "was a humble, honest admission of weakness on their part. The Greek verb
translated increase means “to add to,” “supplement,” “develop,” or “grow.” They were not denying that they possessed faith, but
doubted that it was sufficiently strong. What Jesus demanded in this context seemed to them to be an impossible standard to live up
to. It was completely contrary to what they had been taught by the religious leaders. Like the apostles, humble people are quick to
recognize their own inadequacy. “Who is adequate for these things?” the apostle Paul asked rhetorically (2 Cor. 2:16; cf. 3:5). His
adequacy came from a humble dependence on God’s all-sufficient grace (2 Cor. 12:9; cf. 4:7-12), which empowered him to “labor,
striving according to His power, which mightily work[ed] within [him]” (Col. 1:29; cf. 1 Cor. 2:1-5; 15:10)." (See The MacArthur

Commentary)

Brian Bell - The demands of discipleship are great (ED: | WOULD GO SO FAR AS TO SAY THEY ARE IN FACT IMPOSSIBLE...IN
RELIANCE ON OUR OWN RESOLVE, OUR NATURAL FLESHY POWER!). The disciples recognized they needed divine help to
fulfill such demands. No wonder the disciples cried out to Jesus, “if we have to live like that with people, then, Lord, increase our
faith!” You would expect the disciples to say, “Increase our love!” But forgiveness comes from faith in God’s Word. A grenade doesn’t
ask for “more power” it just says, “pull the pin”! To make an Atomic Bomb you don’t need bigger atoms, just to split them!

Allen reasons that "To relate to others on the terms laid down by Jesus is beyond human capacity. A mere man needs faith to rise
above the usual patterns of human relations." (Broadman Bible Commentary — Luke-John) | would agree with Allen and add (AS
WITH BELL'S COMMENT) such "infinite" forgiveness is impossible, but it is Him-possible. It is in fact really only possible as we are
energized (given the desire and the power - Phil 2:13NLT+) by the Spirit to follow through and forgive.

Spurgeon - For this kind of patient forgiving seemed too much for them, unless they had a larger stock of faith; and therein they
were right. Strength of faith gives strength of love, and strength of love makes forgiveness easy....They seemed so struck with the
severity of this command that they asked for more faith that they might be able to obey it. And, dear friends, that is always the best
thing to do. Do not refuse obedience to the Lord’s precept, but say, “Lord, increase my faith that | may be able to obey it. It can be
done, or else thou wouldst not have given me the command. | cannot do it as | am without an increase of strength, therefore, as faith
is the medium by which strength is received, Lord, increase my faith.” (Luke 17 - exposition)

Norman Crawford - They are not asking for initial faith in Christ but for a working faith in which to serve Him acceptably. Faith is a
very small thing and the size of it is far less important than its object. It never stands alone and has value only in the degree that its
object has value. Strong faith in an unreliable person produces nothing but disappointment. But faith in Christ and His promises can
never lead to disappointment because He said: "Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away" (Matt 24:35).
Only twice did the Lord credit a person with "great faith". The first was when the Syrophenician woman took the lowest place (Matt
15:28), and the second was when the centurion gave to the Lord Jesus the highest place (Luke 7:9), so great faith cannot be
determined by worldly standards of greatness. (What the Bible teaches — Luke)

Mattoon - Faith is not measured by its bigness or by its smallness. What is needed in us is a living, active faith or a faith that is in
the Lord Himself and in His indwelling Holy Spirit. (Treasures from the Scriptures)

Apostles (652)(apostolos from verb apostello - from apo = from + stello = withdraw from) means a sending forth, sending off,
sending away, a dispatching. In secular Greek it was used of an expedition. The related noun apostolos was a technical word
designating an individual sent from someone else with the sender's commission, the necessary credentials, the sender's authority
and the implicit responsibility to accomplish a mission or assignment. In a word an apostle is a "sent one!" See discussion of
apostles in note on Luke 6:13.

All of Luke's uses of apostolos - Lk. 6:13-note; Lk. 9:10; Lk. 11:49; Lk. 17:5; Lk. 22:14; Lk. 24:10; Acts 1:2;
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Acts 1:26; Acts 2:37; Acts 2:42; Acts 2:43; Acts 4:33; Acts 4:35; Acts 4:36; Acts 4:37; Acts 5:2; Acts 5:12; Acts
5:18; Acts 5:29; Acts 5:40; Acts 6:6; Acts 8:1; Acts 8:14; Acts 8:18; Acts 9:27; Acts 11:1; Acts 14:4; Acts 14:14;
Acts 15:2; Acts 15:4; Acts 15:6; Acts 15:22; Acts 15:23; Acts 16:4

Related Resources: All From Gotquestions...

= Luke 6:13-16 Who were the twelve (12) disciples / apostles of Jesus Christ?

= Does the Bible record the death of the apostles? How did each of the apostles die?
= Who were the 70 (or 72) disciples in Luke 10?

= Was Matthias or Paul God's choice to replace Judas as the 12th apostle?

« What is an apostle?

= What are the biblical qualifications for apostleship?

Lord (master, owner)(2962)(kurios from kuros = might or power, related to kuroo = to give authority) primarily means the
possessor, owner, master, the supreme one, one who is sovereign and possesses absolute authority, absolute ownership and
uncontested power. Kurios is used of the one to whom a person or thing belonged, over which he has the power of deciding, the one
who is the master or disposer of a thing (Mk 7:28). lord, Lord, master—1. generally—a. owner, master Mt 6:24; 20:8; 24:48; Lk
12:46; 19:33; Jn 13:16; Ro 14:4; Gal 4:1; lord, master, one who has full control of something Mt 9:38; Mk 2:28.—b. as a respectful
designation used in addressing persons of varying social or political rank, often equivalent to our sir Mt 27:63; Jn 12:21; Ac 16:30;
Rev 7:14. (My) master 1 Pe 3:6.—2. in specialized usage—a. as a designation of God Mt 5:33; Mk 12:29f; Lk 1:11, 15, 17, 32; 2:15,
22; Ac 7:31; 1 Ti 6:15; Heb 8:2; Jas 1:7; 2 Pet 2:9.—b. as a designation of the Roman emperor Ac 25:26.—c. as a designation of
Jesus Christ, with emphasis on His authority and frequently in contrast to doulos. Because of the editorial interests of the
Evangelists it is difficult to determine the precise level of social recognition or status awareness in reported dialogue. Mt 20:31; Mk
11:3; Lk 7:13; 10:1, 39, 41; Jn 20:18, 20, 28; Ac 2:36; 9:10f, 42; 10:36; Ro 1:4; 10:9; 12:11; 16:12; 1 Cor 4:17; 6:13f, 17; 11:23; Eph
6:8; Col 1:10; Philemon 25; Heb 2:3; 7:14; 1 Pe 1:3; 2 Pe 1:2; Rev 22:20.—d. In some passages it is not clear whether God or
Christ is meant, e.g. 1 Cor 4:19; 7:17; 2 Cor 8:21; 1 Th 4:6; 2 Th 3:16.—e. as designation of a divine messenger Ac 10:4.—f. in
general of beings or persons who elicit devotion appropriate to deity (deities) 1 Cor 8:5.

Increase (aorist imperative = Do it now!)(4369)(prostithemi from from pros = to or besides + tithémi = to put) means to set, add,
put, lay unto or with something. It involves increasing the substance rather than adding a new substance.

Friberg summaries prostithemi - (1) put to, add to; (a) as adding to what is already present (Mt 6.27); (b) as uniting people into a
society already existing (Acts 2.41); (c) passive, as a Hebraism of one joining his forefathers through death be buried with, be laid
away with, be gathered to (Acts 13.36); (2) provide, give, grant (Mt 6.33; Lk 17.5); (3) as a Hebraism denoting continuation or
repetition when followed by an infinitive, literally add to do something, i.e. do again, do further (Lk 19.11); (4) as a Hebraism
followed by an infinitive to mark an event that immediately follows proceed to do (Acts 12.3) (Borrow Analytical Lexicon of the
Greek New Testament)

Gilbrant - Classical Greek As a compound of the preposition pros and the verb tithémi, prostithemi has a diversity of meaning in
classical usage depending upon the context. It can mean “give besides, to hand over, to impose upon, to add,” and several
others. Prostithémi is widely used in classical literature. In the Septuagint prostithémi is used to indicate giving birth (Ge 4:2, one
being “added to” the family) and dying (Ge 25:8, being “added to” one’s ancestors). There are many more obvious usages of
adding something, such as men being added to a society, or God adding to their afflictions (cf Lev 26:18,21-note), etc. It also
indicates something being done again (Ex 10:28; 11:6), i.e., in “addition to” the original. Apparently because of its connection with
dying, it is occasionally used to indicate perishing or being destroyed (1 Samuel 26:10; 27:1). New Testament usage seems to be
more concise than Septuagint usage, with prostithémi being used primarily to indicate literally being added to (Matthew 6:27:
“Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life?” NIV). Its use to indicate something being done again is also quite
prominent (Luke 20:11,12; cf. 19:11). In the Parable of the Vineyard Jesus recounts how the owner repeatedly sent his servants to
collect his rent. Several times in the Book of Acts, Luke used the Septuagint terminology of men being added to or included into a
society (Acts 2:41,47), and in 13:36 he made use of the very common Septuagint meaning of dying when speaking of David’s
death. The idea of provision is found in Matthew 6:33 and Luke 12:31. (Complete Biblical Library)

Prostithemi - 18x in 18v - add(2), added(6), adding(1), brought(1), further be spoken(1), increase(1), laid(1), more will be
given...besides(1), proceeded(3), went(1).

(Matthew 6:27) "And who of you by being worried canadd a single hour to his life?

(Matthew 6:33) "But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.
(Mark 4:24) And He was saying to them, "Take care what you listen to. By your standard of measure it will be
measured to you; and more will be given you besides.
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(Luke 3:20) Herod also added this to them all: he locked John up in prison.
(Luke 12:25) "And which of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life's span?
(Luke 12:31) "But seek His kingdom, and these things will be added to you.
(Luke 17:5) The apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith!"

(Luke 19:11) While they were listening to these things, Jesus went on to tell a parable, because He was near
Jerusalem, and they supposed that the kingdom of God was going to appear immediately.

(Luke 20:11) "And he proceeded to send another slave; and they beat him also and treated him shamefully
and sent him away empty-handed.

(Luke 20:12) "And he proceeded to send a third; and this one also they wounded and cast out.

(Acts 2:41) So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and that day there were added about
three thousand souls.

(Acts 2:47) praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord was adding to their number day
by day those who were being saved.

(Acts 5:14) And all the more believers in the Lord, multitudes of men and women, were constantly added to
their number,

(Acts 11:24) for he was a good man, and full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And considerable numbers were
brought to the Lord.

(Acts 12:3) When he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also. Now it was during the
days of Unleavened Bread.

(Acts 13:36) "For David, after he had served the purpose of God in his own generation, fell asleep, and was
laid among his fathers and underwent decay;

(Galatians 3:19) Why the Law then? It was added because of transgressions, having been ordained through
angels by the agency of a mediator, until the seed would come to whom the promise had been made.
(Hebrews 12:19) and to the blast of a trumpet and the sound of words which sound was such that those who
heard begged that no further word be spoken to them.

Prostithemi 304x in 292v - Gen. 4:2,12; 8:12,21; 18:29; 25:1,8,17; 30:24; 35:29; 37:8; 38:5,26; 44:23; 49:29,33; Ex. 1:10; 5:7; 8:29; 9:28,34; 10:28; 11:6; 14:13;

23:2; 30:15; Lev. 5:16; 6:5; 19:14; 22:14; 26:18,21; 27:13,15,19,27,31; Num. 5:7; 11:25; 16:39; 18:2,4; 20:24,26; 22:15,19,25-26; 27:13; 31:2; 32:14-15; 36:3-4; Deut.

1:11; 3:26; 4:2; 5:22,25; 12:32; 13:4,11; 17:16; 18:16; 19:9,20; 20:8; 23:15; 25:3; 28:68; 32:50; Jos. 7:12; 14:8-9; 23:12-13; Jdg. 2:3,10,21; 3:12; 4:1; 8:28; 9:37;

10:6,13; 11:14; 13:1,21; 18:25; 20:22-23,28; Ruth 1:17; 1 Sam. 3:6,8,17,21; 7:13; 9:8; 12:19,25; 14:44; 15:6,35; 18:29; 19:8,21; 20:13,17; 23:4; 25:22; 26:10; 27:1,4;

2 Sam. 2:22,28; 3:9,35; 5:22; 7:10,20; 12:8; 14:10; 18:22; 19:13; 24:1,3,25; 1 Ki. 2:23; 10:7; 12:11,14; 16:33; 19:2; 20:10; 2 Ki. 1:11,13; 6:23,31; 19:30; 20:6; 21:8;

22:20; 24:7; 1 Chr. 14:13; 17:9,18; 21:3; 22:14; 2 Chr. 9:6; 10:11,14; 15:9; 28:13,22; 33:8; 34:28; Ezr. 10:10; Neh. 13:18; Est. 8:3; 9:27; Job 13:9; 20:9; 27:1,19;

29:1,22; 32:13; 34:32,37; 36:1; 40:5; Ps. 10:18; 41:8; 61:6; 62:10; 69:26-27; 71:14; 77:7; 78:17; 89:22; 115:14; 120:3; Prov. 3:2; 9:9,11,18; 10:22,27; 19:4,19; 30:6;

Eccl. 1:16,18; 2:9,26; 3:14; Isa. 1:5,13; 7:10; 8:5; 10:20; 11:11; 14:1; 23:12; 26:15; 29:14; 30:1; 38:5; 47:1; 50:4; 51:22; 52:1; Jer. 36:32; 45:3; Lam. 4:15-16,22;

Ezek. 23:14; 36:12; 37:16; Dan. 4:36; 6:28; 10:18; 11:34; Hos. 1:6; 9:15; 13:2; Joel 2:2; Amos 3:15; 5:2; 7:8,13; 8:2; Jon. 2:4; Nah. 1:15; Zeph. 3:11; Zech. 14:17;
Faith (4102)(pistis cf pistos = adjective, pisteuo = verb) is synonymous with trust or belief and is the conviction of the truth of
anything. As pistis relates to God, it is the conviction that God exists and is the Creator and Ruler of all things well as the Provider
and Bestower of eternal salvation through Christ. As faith relates to Christ it represents a strong and welcome conviction or belief
that Jesus is the Messiah, through Whom we obtain eternal salvation and entrance into the Kingdom of Heaven. Stated another way,

eternal salvation comes only through belief in Jesus Christ and no other way.

Pistos in Luke and Acts - Lk. 5:20; Lk. 7:9; Lk. 7:50; Lk. 8:25; Lk. 8:48; Lk. 17:5; Lk. 17:6; Lk. 17:19; Lk.
18:8; Lk. 18:42; Lk. 22:32; Acts 3:16; Acts 6:5; Acts 6:7; Acts 11:24; Acts 13:8; Acts 14:9; Acts 14:22; Acts
14:27; Acts 15:9; Acts 16:5; Acts 17:31; Acts 20:21; Acts 24:24; Acts 26:18;

Crisis Of Faith
Read: Luke 17:1-6
The apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith." —Luke 17:5

Millions of people are afraid to travel by air. Many of them know very well what the statistics say—that they are safer in an airplane
than in the family car, or even in the bathtub. But that doesn’t matter. Researchers say that a conscious fear of crashing is usually
not the problem. The real root of their anxiety is the fear that they will lose control of their lives once they leave the ground.

A similar crisis of faith may occur when a person puts himself in the care of God. He too is carried a long way from what the world
considers “solid ground.” Trusting an invisible Lord can be frightening, especially for a new Christian.

Jesus’ disciples experienced such a crisis of faith when He told them that they would have to rise to levels of forgiveness and mercy
previously unknown to them (Luke 17:3-5). Yet He responded to their lack of faith by pointing out that it takes only a small amount of
obedient trust in Him to put the power of heaven at their disposal (Lk 17:6). That’s the key to our journey through life. When we learn
what Christ wants from us, we must take the first step of obedience. He will then give us the strength to do what He wants us to do.

Lord, increase our faith. —By Mart DeHaan Il (Our Daily Bread. Copyright RBC Ministries, Grand Rapids, MI. — Reprinted by
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If you would know the power of God,

Just take Him at His Word;

Be not dismayed if faith is small,

But trust "Thus saith the Lord." —D. De Haan

A little faith can dispel big fears.

John Piper comments on how Jesus Helped His Disciples Increase Their Faith (Lu 17:5-10): In Lu 17:5 the apostles ask Jesus
to increase their faith. How does Jesus help them? In two ways, both of which are by telling them truth. So even in the way He
responds he shows us that faith comes by hearing. Knowing certain things should increase our faith.

1. First, He strengthens our faith by telling us in v6 that the crucial issue in accomplishing great things to advance the kingdom of
God is not the quantity of our faith, but the power of God. He says, 'If you had faith like a mustard seed, you would say to this
mulberry tree, 'Be uprooted and be planted in the sea’; and it would obey you." By referring to the tiny mustard seed after
being asked about increased faith, He deflects attention away from the guantity of faith to the object of faith. God moves mulberry
trees. And it does not depend decisively on the quantity of our faith, but on His power and wisdom and love. In knowing this we are
helped not to worry about our faith and are inspired to trust God's free initiative and power.

2. Second, He helps their faith grow by telling them in Lk 17:7-10 that when they have done all they are commanded to do, they are
still radically dependent on grace. Jesus gives an illustration. You might want to read it again in v7-10. The gist of it is that the
owner of a slave does not become a debtor to the slave no matter how much work the slave does. The meaning is that God
is never our debtor. V10 sums it up: "So you too, when you do all the things which are commanded you, say, 'We are
unworthy slaves; we have done only that which we ought to have done." We are always his debtor. And we will never be able
to pay this debt, nor are we ever meant to. We will always be dependent on grace. We will never work our way up out of debt to a
place where God is in our debt. "Who has ever given a gift to him that he should be repaid?" (Ro 11:35).

When it says in v9 that the owner does not 'thank" the slave, the idiom for 'thank" is provocative. | think the idea is that "thanks" is a
response to grace. The reason the owner does not thank the slave is that the servant is not giving the owner more than what the
owner deserves. He is not treating the owner with grace. Grace is being treated better than you deserve. So it is with us in relation to
God. We never treat God with grace. We never give him more than he deserves. Which means that he never owes us thanks. God
never says "Thank you" to us. Instead he is always giving us more than what we deserve and we are always owing him thanks. So
the lesson for us is that when we have done all we should do - when we have solved all our pastoral care problems and fixed the
attitudes of all our people and mobilized the most missions and loved the poor and saved marriages and reared godly children and
boldly proclaimed Christ - God owes us no thanks. Instead we will at that moment relate to Him asdebtors to grace just as we do
now. This is a great encouragement to faith. Why? Because it means that God is just as free to bless us before we get our act
together as he is after. Since we are "unworthy" slaves before we have done what we should, and "unworthy" slaves afterwards as
well, it is only grace that would prompt God to help us. Therefore he is free to help us before and after. This is a great incentive to
trust him for help when we feel like our act is not together.

So two things increase our faith: 1) that God himself and not the quantity of our faith is the decisive factor in flinging mulberry trees
out of the way; and 2) free grace is decisive in how God treats us before and after we have done all we ought to do. We never move
beyond the need for grace. Therefore let us trust God for great things in our little faith, and let us not be paralyzed by what is left to
be done in our lives and in our church.

Luke 17:6 And the Lord said, “If you had faith like a mustard seed, you would say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and
be planted in the sea’; and it would obey you.

KJV Luke 17:6 And the Lord said, If ye had faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye might say unto this sycamine
tree, Be thou plucked up by the root, and be thou planted in the sea; and it should obey you.

« If you had faith Matthew 17:20,21; 21:21; Mark 9:23; 11:22,23; 1 Corinthians 13:2
= like a mustard seed Luke 13:19; Matthew 13:31,32

= Luke 17 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

« Luke 17:5-10 More Faith or More Obedience? - Steven Cole

s Luke 17:5-10 Four Hallmarks of Humility, Part 3- John MacArthur
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Related Passages:

Luke 13:18-19+ So He was saying, “What is the kingdom of God like, and to what shall | compare it? 19 “It is
like a mustard seed, which a man took and threw into his own garden; and it grew and became a tree, and
THE BIRDS OF THE AIR NESTED IN ITS BRANCHES.”

FAITH - QUALITY
NOT QUANTITY

The apostles assumed it would take great faith to enable great forgiveness (seven times). They were wrong. They were thinking
QUANTITY of faith, but here Jesus turns their thoughts to the QUALITY of faith.

And the Lord (kurios) said, “If you had faith (pistos) like a mustard seed - IFis a first class condition indicating it is true that they
did have "mustard seed" sized faith. LIke a mustard seed is a term of comparison (asimile) comparing faith to mustard seed. A
mustard seed was proverbial for its small size (See picture). Wikipedia says the seeds are usually about 1-2 mm diameter. Jesus is
saying if you possessed even the smallest amount of faith, it would still be effective. In other words Jesus assumes that the
apostles have some faith, even if it is quantitatively small. But that would be sufficient, because it was the quality offaith, not the
quantity, that was important. In other words, the object of the faith was important. In other words small faith in a big God can move
both trees and even mountains (Mt 17:20). Jesus is speaking figuratively, using hyperbole, to make His point about little faith. Morris
agrees that "lt is not so much great faith that is required as faith in a great God." (TNTC) Criswell adds "The verse is figuratively
indicating that the power of faith is as unlimited as the power of God." (Believer's Study Bible)

John MacArthur - Jesus’ analogy calls for a faith that grows like a tinymustard seed does into to a large shrub (mustard plants
can reach fifteen feet in height). Those who possess such a faith can do amazing things, which the Lord pictured using another

analogy. (See Luke Commentary)

Brian Bell applies this little faith to the preceding context (forgiveness) - What is there in a grain of mustard seed that is distinctive?
Life! Faith is like a seed: it seems small and weak, but it has life in it. If it is cultivated, it will grow and release power. If you have
living faith (no matter how small) you will be able to forgive your brother seven times and you will see to it that you place no
stumbling block in the way of others....It's not up to us to conjure up an increase of faith, but instead...Faith opens the way for God
to act out of HIS limitless resources. Question - What do you need ripped out of your life trunk, limbs, and roots? Be pulled up by the
roots.

Mattoon - Jesus tells them that just a small amount of genuine faith has nuclear power. Like a tiny seed, a small amount of genuine
faith in God will take root and grow. The tiniest amount of faith can accomplish miraculous things. Faith is not measured by its
bigness or by its smallness. What is needed in us is a living, active faith or a faith that is in the Lord Himself and in His indwelling
Holy Spirit. (Treasures from the Scriptures)

Spurgeon - Now, if faith as a grain of mustard seed can do this, what cannot strong faith do? What a mercy it is for us that there is
so much power in such little faith! A very small piece of dynamite can work great wonders; and within the tiniest morsel of faith, if it
be no bigger than a grain of mustard seed, there lies concealed almost omnipotent force. Why do we not exercise that faith more?
Nothing is impossible to him that believeth. We could blast the very strongholds of Satan with this powerful powder if we would but
try it.....Meaning that anything and everything should be possible to our faith; but we need much more of it than the most of us have.
Remember how holy Bernard says, “If thou hast a hard task, ask God to give thee a hard resolution.” The diamond is difficult to cut,
but it can be cut if you can find something harder. So, if there be a very difficult task set us, if we get faith that is more than equal to
it, it will be accomplished. “With God all things are possible,” which means not only that God can do all things, but that we also can
do all things when God is with us. (Luke 17 - exposition)

You would say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and be planted in the sea’; and it would obey you - The KJV has "sycamine
iree." In a parallel passage in Mt 17:20 Jesus substituted 'mountain” for mulberry, but His point was the same that little faith in a big
God can accomplish big things for God and it is God Who gets ALL the glory! Jesus describes two successive commands,
both aorist imperative and passive voice (this is divine passive = indicates God is to perform the act). The "obedience" of the
mulberry tree to these commands of course is a figurative description of what small faith in a big God can accomplish.

TECHNICAL NOTE - Mulberry tree (Greek sykaminos) - Most likely either awhite or more likely ablack
mulberry tree is a deciduous fruit tree that grows about 20 ft (6 m) tall and has black juicy berries. It designates
a large tree whose roots were very strong and was not to be planted within 37 feet of a cistern. The major
point is that this tree has an extensive root system, so pulling it up would be a major operation. In fact the
roots were regarded as so strong that it was virtually impossible to uproot. But not impossible for God and for
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the one who taps into His great power with even a little faith!

Morris explains that "The rabbis held that the roots of the tree with this name would remain in the earth for 600
years (SB). Clearly it was very firmly rooted, so that removing it would be difficult. Jesus is not suggesting that
his followers occupy themselves with pointless things like transferring trees into the sea. His concern is with
the difficulty. He is saying that nothing is impossible to faith: ‘genuine faith can accomplish what experience,
reason, and probability would deny, if it is exercised within God’s will" (Miller)." (The Gospel According to St.
Luke: An Introduction and Commentary - borrow)

MacArthur - Jesus was not speaking of literally moving a tree; He was speaking metaphorically. The point is that those who trust
Him will receive supernatural power to do what they could not do in their own human strength (cf. Mt. 17:20; Mk 11:23; Jn 14:12-14;
2Co 12:10; Ep 6:10). Humble people are powerful people because they understand their weakness and depend completely on “Him
who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power that works within us” (Eph. 3:20). (See

Luke Commentary)

NET Note on Be uprooted and be planted - The passives here are probably a circumlocution for God performing the action (the
so-called divine passive,). The issue is not the amount of faith....but its presence, which can accomplish impossible things. To cause
a tree to be uprooted and planted in the sea is impossible. The expression is a rhetorical idiom. It is like saying a camel can go
through the eye of a needle (Luke 18:25). Would obey "is aorist, though it looks at a future event, another rhetorical touch to
communicate certainty of the effect of faith."

Allen - Note that faith is demonstrated by the power of the believing word. The man who has faith speaks, and the power of God is
demonstrated. This accords with the Synoptic emphasis on the power of Jesus’ word and is further illustrated by statements made
by Paul (Rom. 15:18-19; 1 Cor. 2:4, 4:20). The statement is not to be watered down by spiritualizing it. It simply means that the
person who has the smallest possible amount of real faith becomes the instrument of God’s unlimited power. On the other hand, we
must recognize that faith is not a magic by which we control God. Nor is it synonymous with presumption. We cannot use it to back
God into a comer and force him to produce a sensational show which will enable us to make the headlines. (ED: SO BE CAREFUL -
THIS IS NOT VALIDATING THE HERETICAL "WORD OF FAITH" MOVEMENT) (Broadman Bible Commentary — Luke-John)

IEBUSTRATION]- Stuck in a dead-end job and strapped for money, Kyle MacDonald came up with an improbable plan. Starting with
one red paperclip, he would trade on the Internet until he exchanged it for a house. First, he traded the red paperclip for a fish-
shaped pen. Next, he traded the pen for a doorknob. He traded the doorknob for a Coleman stove. He traded the Coleman stove for
an electric generator and then later a snowmobile. Exactly one year and 14 trades later, MacDonald finally reached his goal. He
exchanged a part in a Hollywood movie for a home in Saskatchewan, Canada.The true story of Kyle MacDonald is told in his book
One Red Paperclip. Now the book is being made into a movie. Fame, fortune, a book, a movie deal, and a home — it all began with
one red paperclip. Sounds incredible, doesn't it? But our Christian faith is like that red paperclip. Jesus said that if we have faith the
size of a mustard seed, we will be able to move mountains or uproot a sycamine tree into the sea. With the Lord, nothing is
impossible. We are to be a people of faith. How does that happen? (Mattoon Treasures from the Scriptures)

IEBUSTRATIONI- A man who was buried in a tomb that requested a great mass of granite over the top of his grave when he died.
He had said if there ever was a resurrection it might be certain he should never rise! The granite stone weighing tons is there...but
split in two! - Before they could place that large granite stone on the grave a bird happened to drop an acorn right there. An oak tree
sprang up & the living power of the acorn split the granite in two. [small & weak, but has life!] (Brian Bell)

Mattoon - A Study on Faith

1. The Source of Faith is from the Word of God— Romans 10:17— So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of
God.

2. The Summons of Faith— We need faith to grow in the Lord and to obey His Word. We should desire it. We saw this in Luke 17.
Luke 17:5— And the apostles said unto the Lord, Increase our faith.

3. Our Service and Faith—How do we work for the Lord? John 6:28-29— ... Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we
might work the works of God? [29] Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he
hath sent. There are thousands of ways to please the Lord, but not one of those ways is without faith. It is impossible to please the
Lord without believing in Him. Hebrews 11:6— But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must
believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. Faith gives us calm about our past failures and
mistakes, the courage to face the present with confidence, and the future with great expectancy. Serving the Lord requires faith.
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4. The Saints and Faith— Romans 5:1— Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:
Habakkuk 2:4— Behold, his soul which is lifted up is not upright in him: but the just shall live by his faith.

5. Standards of Faith— Faith without works is dead. James 2:17— Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. A
person's faith is not judged by what he says about it, but by what he does about it. Faith with works is a force; faith without works is
a farce. Our faith is to be active and a part of our lives, not just a bunch of mere words that have no impact upon us.

6. The Strength of Faith— Your faith in the Lord has tremendous power. Mark 9:23— Jesus said unto him, If thou canst believe, all
things are possible to him that believeth. Matthew 17:20— And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief: for verily | say unto
you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place: and it shall
remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you. Doubt makes the mountains that faith can remove. Faith moves mountains or
tunnels through them. If you can't move your mountains, at least climb them by faith and the grace of God.

7. Subduing Faith—Our faith in the Lord and His help enables us to put into practice the truths of Scripture. It helps us to conquer
the weaknesses of our flesh. 1 John 5:4— For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that
overcometh the world, even our faith.

8. Smarts and Faith—Faith is needed to get wisdom and direction. James 1:5-6... If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that
giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him. [6] But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that
wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed.

Some people make the mistake of asking the Lord for faith and direction, and then they grab the steering wheel of their life. They will
not yield control to the Lord. God wants us to entrust our lives to His care and control.

9. The Shield of Faith— Ephesians 6:16— Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery
darts of the wicked. (Treasures from the Scriptures)

Luke 17:7 “Which of you, having a slave plowing or tending sheep, will say to him when he has come in from the field,
‘Come immediately and sit down to eat’?

KJV Luke 17:7 But which of you, having a servant plowing or feeding cattle, will say unto him by and by, when
he is come from the field, Go and sit down to meat?

= Luke 13:15; 14:5; Matthew 12:11

= Luke 17 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

« Luke 17:5-10 More Faith or More Obedience? - Steven Cole

= Luke 17:5-10 Four Hallmarks of Humility, Part 3- John MacArthur

THE DUTY OF
SLAVES

The question arises as to how this next section (Lk 17:7-10) links with the previous segment.

Leon Morris says "When people have such faith they may be tempted tospiritual pride. Jesus teaches humility by referring to
standard practice with slaves. At the end of the day’s work the master does not call the slave to have dinner (though our Master
does that and more! 12:37; 22:27). Rather he calls on the slave to serve him while he eats. And he does not thank the slave for
doing what he is told (9). That is no more than his duty. So with God’s servants (‘slaves’). We are required to be perfect (Matt. 5:48).
Whenever we complete a task we cannot claim that we have done more than we should." (The Gospel According to St. Luke: An
Introduction and Commentary - borrow)

Warren Wiersbe adds - Jesus knew how to balance one truth with another so that His disciples would not go to extremes. The
miraculous faith of Lk 17:6 must be balanced with faithful day-by-day "ordinary service" that may not be exciting. Here is a servant
who plows, takes care of cattle, and even cooks! He does each job faithfully so that he might please his master. But when we do our
jobs, we are still only "unprofitable servants." The word translated "unprofitable" means "without need," that is, nobody owes him
anything. Even the rewards we get from the Lord are pure grace! He does not "owe" them to us because we have only done our

duty. (Borrow Wiersbe's Expository Outlines on the New Testament )

MacArthur has a similar train of thought as Wiersbe and Morris - Although some fail to see the connection, this concluding parable
fits in with the overall theme of this section. The scribes and Pharisees were obsessed with being honored. In Matthew 23:5-7 Jesus
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said of them, “They do all their deeds to be noticed by men; for they broaden their phylacteries and lengthen the tassels of their
garments. They love the place of honor at banquets and the chief seats in the synagogues, and respectful greetings in the market
places, and being called Rabbi by men” (cf. Luke 20:46-47). That attitude is not to characterize the true followers of Jesus Christ.
There is a danger that as they recognize their weakness, trust in God’s power, and are used by Him that they become arrogant and
prideful. Lest they forget that everything they have and do is solely by God’s grace, Jesus told this parable as a warning against

spiritual pride. (See Luke Commentary)

Which of you, having a slave (doulos) plowing or tending sheep - Who is you? Jesus is still addressing the apostles (and

disciples), who would be familiar with the practices of masters and their slaves. The slave was doing what was expected of him.

Spurgeon says "“Mark you, he was not laying down the way of salvation, but pointing out a path of service for those who were
already saved.” (Luke 17 - exposition)

MacArthur adds that "Slaves were generally better off than freemen, who tended to be day laborers living from hand to mouth.
Slaves had security, since they lived in the master’'s home and he met their needs."

Steven Cole - Jesus responds that the amount of faith isn’t really the issue, since a small amount of faith will accomplish great
things (Lk 17:5-6). The real issue is adopting the proper attitude as a servant and not thinking more highly of ourselves than we
ought to think (Lk 17:7-10). (More Faith or More Obedience)

Henry Morris - This is a parable dealing with service for the Lord. The "servant" is actually a slave, required to do his master's
bidding. His ministry of plowing and feeding suggests the familiar parallel of caring for sheep, the duties of a shepherd or "pastor.” In
fact, the words "feeding cattle" could better be translated "pasturing.”

Will say to him when he has come in from the field, ‘Come immediately and sit down to eat’?- Answer? No one. They are still
expected to be slaves, not honored guests.

Sit down to eat (recline at the table) - In the first century middle eastern meals were not eaten while sitting at a table, but while
reclining on one's side on the floor with the head closest to the low table and the feet farthest away.

Keener - Most slaveholders had few slaves; thus the slaves did both fieldwork and food preparation. Masters regarded this work as
their slaves’ duty, not an option. Nor was it considered honorable for masters to eat with their slaves, and it was virtually never done.
The point of the illustration seems to be: Faith grows as one uses it as a servant; its end is service, and it is never an end in itself.
(IVP Background Commentary)

Slave (1401)(doulos from deo = to bind) (Click additional notes on doulos) was an individual bound to another in servitude and
conveys the idea of the slave's close, binding ties with his master, belonging to him, obligated to and desiring to do his will and in a

permanent relation of servitude. In sum, the will of the doulos is consumed in the will of the master. As an aside Christians are
frequently described as slaves of God and the Lord Christ (e.g., Acts 4:29; Ro. 1:1; Gal. 1:10; Col. 1:7; 4:12; 2Ti 2:24; 1Pe 2:16;
Rev. 1:1). Friberg on doulos - (1) generally, as one who serves in obedience to another's will = slave, servant (Jn 15.15); (2) literally,
in contrast to (a) a master slave (Mt 8.9); (b) a freeman bondman, slave (Col 3.11), opposite eleutheros (freeman) and polites
(citizen); (c) a son (house) servant, family servant (Gal 4.7); (d) a believer regarded as a brother slave (Philemon 1:16); (3)
figuratively; (a) of relationship to God, Christ, one's fellow man - servant ( Gal 1.10); (b) of being controlled by sin - slave (Jn 8.34)
doulos, on (I) of being in a servile condition enslaved, performing the service of a slave; figuratively, of unquestioning obedience, in
either a good or bad sense - subservient, enslaved, subject (Ro 6.19) (Borrow Analytical Lexicon of the Greek New Testament)

Doulos in Luke and Acts - Lk. 1:38; Lk. 1:48; Lk. 2:29; Lk. 7:2; Lk. 7:3; Lk. 7:8; Lk. 7:10; Lk. 12:37; Lk. 12:43;
Lk. 12:45; Lk. 12:46; Lk. 12:47; Lk. 14:17; Lk. 14:21; Lk. 14:22; Lk. 14:23; Lk. 15:22; Lk. 17:7; Lk. 17:9; Lk.
17:10; Lk. 19:13; Lk. 19:15; Lk. 19:17; Lk. 19:22; Lk. 20:10; Lk. 20:11; Lk. 22:50;Acts 2:18; Acts 4:29; Acts
16:17

Luke 17:8 “But will he not say to him, ‘Prepare something for me to eat, and properly clothe yourself and serve me while |
eat and drink; and afterward you may eat and drink’?

KJV And will not rather say unto him, Make ready wherewith | may sup, and gird thyself, and serve me, till |
have eaten and drunken; and afterward thou shalt eat and drink?

=« Prepare something for me to eat: Ge 43:16 2Sa 12:20
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= properly clothe yourself : Lu 12:37

= Luke 17 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

« Luke 17:5-10 More Faith or More Obedience? - Steven Cole

= Luke 17:5-10 Four Hallmarks of Humility, Part 3- John MacArthur

Henry Morris - Make ready. After his pasturing duties are done, the bondslave (symbolizing a Christian redeemed to serve Christ)
is expected then to serve his master. This requires proper preparation ("make ready") and equipment ("gird thyself"). Then the slave
is ready to "serve me." Here a different Greek word for slave is used, meaning "minister to me." Perhaps the analogy is that feeding
the sheep is a duty, while feeding the master is a ministry.

Spurgeon - This world is the place of service; we are not to be expecting to have the festival here. The great supper comes at the
end of the day. This is the time for us to serve, even as Jesus did when he was here; and we are to serve right on till the close of the
day, even as Jesus did......See, brethren, our position as believers; we are here as servants. It is not the time for feasting yet.
Whatever work we have done, even if it is getting towards the evening of our life’s day, we must not think of sitting down yet, and
expecting our Master to wait upon us. No, we must go on with our service, and reckon it to be our highest privilege still to gird
ourselves, and wait on him. This is not the place of resting or of feasting; this is the day of our holy servitude. Let us work on,
ploughing while we have strength for it; and when the sun goes down at eventide, then waiting like servants at the table of their Lord.
(Luke 17 - exposition)

But will he not say to him properly clothe (perizonnumi) yourself and serve (diakoneo) me while | eat and drink - The question
includes a Greek particle, ouchi, that expects a positive reply. Yes the master would be expected to say this to the slave who was to
prepare a meal before eating himself. He will tell him "gird yourself" (perizonnumi) as with an apron or towel, in preparation for
service to the master. Serve is present imperative signifying "Serve me throughout the meal in the various duties of such table
service” (VANT)

And afterward you may eat and drink?- Literally "after these things." Could this be an allusion to the great Messianic Banquet in
eternity future? That seems very possible, but see the incredible description below.

Note that while the master is to be served by the slave , we see an unbelievable turn around in Lk 12:37 where the Master, indeed
the King of kings Himself, girds Himself and waits on His subjects! Who is this King of glory? How profound is His example of humility
and servanthood! O, to be more like Jesus day by day. Here is one of the most incredible verses in the Bible...

“Blessed are those slaves whom the master will find on the alert when he comes; truly | say to you, that he will
gird himself to serve, and have them recline at the table, and will come up and wait on them. (Lk 12:37+)

Luke 17:9 “He does not thank the slave because he did the things which were commanded, does he?

= Luke 17 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries
= Luke 17:5-10 More Faith or More Obedience? - Steven Cole
= Luke 17:5-10 Four Hallmarks of Humility, Part 3- John MacArthur

THE SLAVE OBEYS
COMMANDS

He does not thank the slave (doulos) because he did the things which were commanded, does he? -The Greek construction
anticipates a negative reply which is indicated in the translation by the ending, "does he?" The point is that slaves have to carry out
their duties without expecting that performing their duties places their masters under obligation. Thanks are not required. Of course

Jesus is not encouraging one to be rude or inconsiderate, but simply explaining the way a master and slave generally interacted.
And He is pointing to the relationship of a disciple or slave (doulos) to his master God. God is not a debtor to a disciple. Every
disciple is a debtor to God, Who freely bestows grace upon grace that we might serve His good pleasure. We are the ones who
need to give thanks to our Lord and Master Christ Jesus!

Bock - The service of God's servant is not a matter for negotiation but is a duty. The ancient household servant was responsible for
many activities, from working the fields to preparing the meals. A ancient servant's work never seemed to be done. Such is also the
case here. Jesus pictures a servant coming in from a long day of farming or shepherding, only to be asked to prepare the owner's
dinner. The servant will not get a meal until the master is served. Not only that, the servant will not be thanked as if he had done
something special. Rather, he will do it because it is his duty
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Spurgeon - Do you take off your hat to your servants, and say, “I am very grateful to you for doing your duty”? Not so. And even he
who serves God best, may he expect honour as his due? Ah! no; he shall have honour because of the grace of his Master; but it is
not his place to look for it, much less is it right for him to expect it as his due....When the serving-man has done his day’s work, his
master does not say, “I am very grateful to you, John, for what you have done for me.” He will have his wages, they will be his
master’s thanks. (Luke 17 - exposition)

Unanswered Prayers
Read: Luke 7:1-10
[Jesus said], “ have not found such great faith, not even in Israel!” —Luke 7:9

An explanation we often hear for “unanswered” prayers is that we don’t have enough faith. But Jesus said in Luke 17:6 that if we
have faith the size of a mustard seed, we can command a mulberry tree to be uprooted and planted in the sea and it will obey us. In
other words, the effectiveness of our prayers depends not on how much faith we have but on whether we even have faith.

Luke tells of a Roman centurion with “great faith” (7:9). His faith was expressed first as an appeal to Jesus to heal his dying servant.
Then it was expressed as an acknowledgment that Jesus could heal his servant anytime, anywhere. The centurion did not ask Jesus
to do things his way.

Faith has been described as “trusting God’s heart and trusting God’s power.” Some prayers that seem to go unanswered are simply
instances in which God has lovingly overruled our wishes. He knows that what we have asked for is not best. Or it may be that our
timing is not His timing, or He has some far greater purpose in mind. Let us remember, even Jesus prayed to His heavenly Father,
“Nevertheless not My will, but Yours” (Luke 22:42). By C. P. Hia (Qur Daily Bread, Copyright RBC Ministries, Grand Rapids. MIl. —
Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved)

Do we have the centurion’s great faith—a faith that trusts God to do His work, in His way?

Unanswered prayers are answered still
As part of God’s great master plan;
They help to carry out His will

To demonstrate God'’s love for man.
—D. De Haan

God’s answers are wiser than our prayers.

Luke 17:10 “So you too, when you do all the things which are commanded you, say, ‘We are unworthy slaves; we have
done only that which we ought to have done.’”

BGT Luke 17:10 0 TG K&t pEG, TOV TTOI ONTE T VIO T OITOXO viw pv, Ayere T 80 Aol XpE O  Opev,
(€ AOPEV TTOI OO TTETTOI KOUEV.

KJV Luke 17:10 So likewise ye, when ye shall have done all those things which are commanded you, say,
We are unprofitable servants: we have done that which was our duty to do.

NET Luke 17:10 So you too, when you have done everything you were commanded to do, should say, 'We

are slaves undeserving of special praise; we have only done what was our duty.

CSB Luke 17:10 In the same way, when you have done all that you were commanded, you should say, 'We

are good-for-nothing slaves; we've only done our duty.

ESV Luke 17:10 So you also, when you have done all that you were commanded, say, 'We are unworthy

servants; we have only done what was our duty.

NIV Luke 17:10 So you also, when you have done everything you were told to do, should say, 'We are

unworthy servants; we have only done our duty.

NLT Luke 17:10 In the same way, when you obey me you should say, 'We are unworthy servants who have
simply done our duty.

NRS Luke 17:10 So you also, when you have done all that you were ordered to do, say, 'We are worthless
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slaves; we have done only what we ought to have done!"™

YLT Luke 17:10 'So also ye, when ye may have done all the things directed you, say -- We are unprofitable
servants, because that which we owed to do -- we have done.'

GWN Luke 17:10 That's the way it is with you. When you've done everything you're ordered to do, say, 'We're
worthless servants. We've only done our duty."

NKJ Luke 17:10 "So likewise you, when you have done all those things which you are commanded, say, We
are unprofitable servants. We have done what was our duty to do."

NAB Luke 17:10 So should it be with you. When you have done all you have been commanded, say, 'We are
unprofitable servants; we have done what we were obliged to do."

MIT Luke 17:10 Nor should you expect it. When you have done all you were told to do, say, "We servants are
unworthy of commendations; we were obligated to do what we did."

NJB Luke 17:10 So with you: when you have done all you have been told to do, say, "We are useless
servants: we have done no more than our duty."'

ASV Luke 17:10 Even so ye also, when ye shall have done all the things that are commanded you, say, We
are unprofitable servants; we have done that which it was our duty to do.

DBY Luke 17:10 Thus *ye* also, when ye shall have done all things that have been ordered you, say, We are
unprofitable bondmen; we have done what it was our duty to do.

BBE Luke 17:10 In the same way, when you have done all the things which are given you to do, say, There is
no profit in us, for we have only done what we were ordered to do.

= 1 Chronicles 29:14-16; Job 22:2,3; 35:6,7; Psalms 16:2,3; 35:6,7; Proverbs 16:2,3; Isaiah 6:5; 64:6; Matthew 25:30,37-40;
Romans 3:12; 11:35; 1 Corinthians 9:16,17; 15:9,10; Philippians 3:8,9; Philemon 1:11; 1 Peter 5:5,6

= Luke 17 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

« Luke 17:5-10 More Faith or More Obedience? - Steven Cole

s Luke 17:5-10 Four Hallmarks of Humility, Part 3- John MacArthur

DISCIPLES MANIFEST A
SERVANT'S HUMILITY

So (serves to draw a conclusion) you too, when you do all the things which are commanded you- Now Jesus applies this
parable of a slave doing his duty to the disciples (when YOU do). The point is that whenever they (or we) complete some service for
our Master, we cannot claim that we have done more than we should have done.

Spurgeon - And who shall praise us for that? The most self-denying servant of the Saviour, the most ardent labourer for the Lord,
will expect nothing of God except to be blessed by his abounding grace. What can we deserve of the dear hands of him who bought
us with his blood? Are we not the bondservants of Christ? “Ye are not your own; ye are bought with a price.” Therefore, whatever
service you can render is due to him; and unto him let it be freely given without one thought of self-praise or pride because it is given
without one thought of self-praise or pride because it is done so well.....“When ye shall have done all those things which are
commanded you.” Ah! but we have not come anywhere near that yet; even if we had, we should still be “unprofitable servants.” In
our mind we should expect no thanks from our Master; but we should sorrow that we had not served him better. (Luke 17 -
exposition)

Say, ‘We are unworthy (KJV - unprofitable - achreios) slaves (doulos); we have done only that which we ought (opheilo - we
owe it, are morally obligated) to have done - Literally = "We are unprofitable servants, because that which we owed to do -- we
have done." (See helpful note above by John Piper) Unworthy slaves is difficult to grasp at first reading, especially by us who live a
culture that constantly promotes self-esteem and self-worth (as does our fallen flesh)! Clearly this is a call for the disciple to
maintain a lowly, humble attitude, the attitude of a debtor to God, which is a marked contrast with the Pharisees (cf Lk 18:12+). For
all of us this is a daily fight and we must continually seek to see Christ increasing in our heart and us continually decreasing (Jn
3:30+) Service to God is a privilege and we should never feel we deserve "extra credit" for serving Him! Our duty is when we hear
His command, we are to obey without question, hesitation or reservation. In simple terms a slave is obligated to serve which is what
a disciple of Jesus does for that is our duty, our obligation, our responsibility, yea, even our privilege!

The idea of their declaration of beingunworthy is not that they do not have profit to the master, but that they are to maintain a
selfless attitude, a humble demeanor. This is the attitude a bondservant of Jesus should manifest to the world, because that is how
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He walked! Like Master, like servant so to speak, for Jesus came not to "to be served, but to serve." (Mk 10:45+)

Note that unworthy does not mean that God did not value us. After all gave His only begotten Son to die for us, in our place. The
Psalmist David asks "What is man that You take thought of him, And the son of man that You care for him? Yet You have made him
a little lower than God, And You crown him with glory and majesty! You make him to rule over the works of Your hands; You have
put all things under his feet," (Ps 8:4-6) What Jesus is teaching is that we cultivate the humble attitude of a doulos of God and Christ.
And in Matthew we see the master's words to His slaves - "His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful slave (doulos). You
were faithful with a few things, | will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ (Mt 25:21)

William MacDonald - The true bondslave of Christ has no reason for pride. Self-importance must be plucked out by the roots and in
its place there must be a true sense of unworthiness. (Believer's Bible Commentary - borrow. This resource is always worth

checking)

Life Application Study note is a good word - Jesus is not suggesting that our service is meaningless or useless, nor is He
advocating doing away with rewards. He is attacking unwarranted self-esteem and spiritual pride. (Luke Application Study Notes -
Pdf of Luke )

David Thompson has an interesting thought that "Most people see themselves as unworthy when they face their sin, but Christ is
challenging a disciple to see himself as unworthy when they are in His service."

As Paul says we are to serve "heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of
the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you serve." (Col 3:23-24+)

NET Note adds that "Some translations describe the slaves as "worthless" (NRSV) or "unworthy" (NASB, NIV) but that is not Jesus'
point. These disciples have not done anything deserving special commendation or praise, but only what would normally be expected
of a slave in such a situation (thus the translation "we have only done what was our duty").

Criswell - The point of the parable is that the nature of a master-servant relationship allows the master to make such demands on
his servant. Since this is the case, how much more can God expect of His servants in His kingdom. God's servant must recognize
that whatever he does in God's service is still inadequate.

Albert Barnes on unworthy slaves - We have conferred no favor. We have "merited" nothing. We have not "benefited" God (ED:
IN THE SENSE THAT HE NEEDED ANYTHING - see Ro 11:35), or laid him under "obligation." If he rewards us (ED: WHICH HE
PROMISES TO DO), it will be matter of unmerited favor. This is true in relation to Christians in the following respects: Our services
are not "profitable" to God Job 22:2; he "needs" not our aid, and his essential happiness will not be increased by our efforts. The
grace to do his will comes from him only, and all the praise of that will be due to him. All that we do is what is our "duty;" we cannot
lay claim to having rendered any service that will "bind" him to show us favor; and, Our best services are mingled with imperfections.
We come short of his glory Romans 3:23; we do not serve him as sincerely, and cheerfully, and faithfully as we ought; we are far,
very far from the example set us by the Saviour; and if we are saved and rewarded, it will be because God will be merciful to our
unrighteousness, and will remember our iniquities no more, Hebrews 8:12.

Leon Morris explains that "Unworthy (achreios) is a difficult word, but it seems to mean ‘not yielding gain’ (cf. its use of the man
who hid his talent, Mt. 25:30). Our best service does not bring gain to God and give us a claim on him (cf. 1 Cor. 9:16). At best we
have done only what was our duty. In the same spirit Rabbi Johanan b. Zakkai is reported to have said, ‘if thou hast wrought much
in the Law claim not merit for thyself, for to this end wast thou created’ (Aboth 2:8). (The Gospel According to St. Luke: An

Introduction and Commentary - borrow)

Henry Morris on that which we ought (KJV = “Duty”) - Duty here actually means “debt.” As bondslaves to Christ, we owe Him
many debts. As Paul says, “| am debtor to preach the gospel” (Ro 1:14-15). No longer “to live after the flesh” is also a debt we owe
(Ro 8:13). We “ought [same word] to bear the infirmities of the weak” (Ro 15:1), “to love one another” (1Jn 4:11), “to be teachers”
(Heb 5:12), and “to walk as He walked” (1Jn 2:6). (Borrow The Defender's Study Bible)

Robert Stein - Believers are unworthy in the sense that at their very best all they have done is what they should have done, i.e.,
what the commandments teach. They have not done more than that. On the contrary, usually they have done much less. (Luke -

Page 430)

Lowell Johnson - Some come to the end of life and have no idea why they were born. | can tell you something sadder than that.
Some Christians come to the end of life and have no idea why they were ever born again. The old gospel song tells us: “For | was
born to serve the Lord.”

Living for Jesus a life that is true,
Striving to please Him in all that | do;
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Yielding allegiance, glad hearted and free,
This is the pathway of blessing for me.

Living for Jesus Who died in my place,
Bearing on Calvary my sin and dis grace;

Such love constrains me to answer His call,
Follow His leading and give Him my all.

O Jesus, Lord and Savior, | give myself to Thee;

For Thou, in Thy atonement, didst give Thyself for me.

| own no other Master, My heart shall by Thy throne,

My life | give, henceforth to live, O Christ for Thee alone.

IEEUSTRATION - H. A. Ironside, the late beloved pastor of the historic Moody Memorial Church in Chicago, lllinois, used to tell his
students of the maid who was asked how she knew she had really become a Christian. She replied, “| know I'm a Christian because
| sweep under the rugs now!”

Unworthy (888)(achreios from a = without + chreia = utility, usefulness) means unprofitable, as one who has been set aside and is
no longer useful. It refers to being "without such qualities that deserve praise or commendation - not deserving special praise, not
worthy of particular commendation." (Louw-Nida) It means either producing little or no profit or gain (financially), especially regarding
a person's lack of praiseworthy merit. The only other use is Mt 25:30 ("Throw out the worthless slave")

A T Robertson on achreios - The word is common in Greek literature, but in the N. T. only here and Matt.
25:30 where it means “useless” (a privative and chreios from chraomai, to use). The slave who only does what
he is commanded by his master to do has gained no merit or credit. “In point of fact it is not commands, but
demands we have to deal with, arising out of special emergencies” (Bruce). The slavish spirit gains no
promotion in business life or in the kingdom of God.

Marvin Vincent - From chreia, requirement; something which the master must pay. Not useless, but having
rendered no service beyond what was due. “The profit does not begin until the servant goes beyond his
obligation” (Meyer). “A servant owes all things” (Bengel).

Thayer says achreios is used as "a hyperbole of pious modesty in Luke 17:10 'the servant' calls himself
achreios, because, although he has done all, yet he has done nothing except what he ought to have done;
accordingly he possesses no merit, and could only claim to be called 'profitable,' should he do more.

Gilbrant - In classical Greek achreios is an adjective with the basic meaning of “useless, unprofitable,
worthless.” In the literature it is used to modify, among other nouns, “man,” “law,” and “wisdom.” In addition, it is
often used to specifically refer to someone who is unfit for war or the unserviceable part of an army. When
achreios is neuter it can also refer to someone who has a helpless or foolish look. In the Septuagint it occurs
in 2 Samuel 6:22 with the general meaning of “unworthy” or “lowly.” In the New Testament achreios is found in
two places. It occurs in Matthew 25:30 where it refers to the servant who hid in the ground the one talent
which was entrusted to him by his master. lts basic meaning of “unprofitable” is seen here. Elsewhere it is
found in Luke 17:10, where Jesus said that the disciples should see themselves as “unprofitable servants.”
Few will have a problem with this admission. But here in Luke, achreios also may incorporate the meaning of
“unworthy,” as in the Septuagint. (Complete Biblical Library)

Ought (3784)(opheilo from ophéllo = heap up) means to owe something to someone orto be obligated. Literally it speaks of
financial indebtedness and thus usually means to owe money, to be in debt, or to describe that which is due (Mt 18:28, Lk
7:41, 16:5, 7, Philemon 1:18). Figuratively, as in this passage, opheilo describes a sense of indebtedness to someone for
something. For example, it was used to describe owing good will (1Co 7:3), love (Ro 13:8 = we can never love enough and will
always "owe" this debt).

Opheilo - 34v - had(1), have(1), indebted(2), must(1), obligated(3), ought(15), owe(4), owed(4), owes(1),
responsible(1), should(2). Matt. 18:28; Matt. 18:30; Matt. 18:34; Matt. 23:16; Matt. 23:18; Lk. 7:41; Lk. 11:4;
Lk. 16:5; Lk. 16:7; Lk. 17:10; dn. 13:14; dn. 19:7; Acts 17:29; Rom. 13:8; Rom. 15:1; Rom. 15:27; 1 Co. 5:10; 1
Co. 7:36; 1 Co. 9:10; 1 Co. 11:7; 1 Co. 11:10; 2 Co. 12:11; 2 Co. 12:14; Eph. 5:28; 2 Thess. 1:3; 2 Thess.
2:13; Phim. 1:18; Heb. 2:17; Heb. 5:3; Heb. 5:12; 1 Jn. 2:6; 1 Jn. 3:16; 1 Jn. 4:11; 3 Jn. 1:8
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An Attitude Problem
Read: Luke 17:1-10
We have done what was our duty to do. —Luke 17:10

Jesus told about a servant who, after working in the field all day, was not allowed to eat until he had prepared a meal for his master.
He had to stand by until the man had finished eating. Jesus added that the master did not owe his servant even a thank you! (Luke
17:9-10). How could Jesus, who lived among us as “the One who serves” (22:27), seem so heartless?

The context provides the answer to this question. Jesus had just told His disciples that they were to be so mindful of others that they
would never cause anyone to sin (vv.1-2). They were also to correct wrongdoers and never stop forgiving those who repent (vv.3-4).

The apostles, realizing that they could never live up to these expectations in their own strength, said, “Increase our faith” (v.5). Jesus
promised that if they had a small grain of faith they would be able to remove whatever stood in the way of their obedience to these
commands (v.6). He then told a parable to show them the need to fulfill these obligations cheerfully out of love rather than grudgingly
or with an eye on being rewarded (vv.7-10).

We are to humbly depend on the Lord and obey Him because our hearts are full of love and gratitude. Anything less is unworthy of

even a thank you. By Herbert Vander Lugt (Our Daily Bread. Copyright RBC Ministries. Grand Rapids. MI. — Reprinted by
permission. All rights reserved)

My life, my love | give to Thee,
Thou Lamb of God who died for me;
O may | ever faithful be,

My Savior and my God!

—Hudson

Real love expects nothing in return.

Nothing But Grace
Read: Luke 17:6-10
We are unprofitable servants. We have done what was our duty to do. —Luke 17:10

In 1914, before the use of insulin injections, Corrie ten Boom’s Aunt Jans was diagnosed with diabetes. She knew that she did not
have long to live. Yet, within a few days after learning this, she went right back to working in God-honoring causes. Several months
later, a blood test indicated that the end was near.

The family was gathered in Aunt Jans’ room when Corrie’s father gently broke the news to her. Then he added, “Jans, some must go
to their Father empty-handed, but you will run to Him with hands full.”

Jans’ response touched them all. She said that her good deeds were as “little tricks and trinkets.” Then she prayed, “Dear Jesus, |
thank You that we must come with empty hands. | thank You that You have done all—all—on the cross, and that all we need in life or
death is to be sure of this.”

Jesus reminded us that even after we've served Him faithfully we have merely done our duty (Luke 17:10). Yet, on another occasion
He indicated that one day He would honor us for our faithfulness (12:37). How can this be? Because all that we have, even the ability
to serve the Lord, comes to us as a gracious gift from Him.

Remember, from beginning to end, all is of grace. —By Herbert Vander Lugt Qur Daily Bread, Copyright RBC Ministries, Grand
Rapids, MI. — Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved)

God's grace sustains the gift of life,
Its labor and reward;

What we possess is not our own—
It all comes from the Lord.

—D. De Haan

God owes us nothing but gives us everything.
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Luke 17:11 While He was on the way to Jerusalem, He was passing between Samaria and Galilee.

KJV Luke 17:11 And it came to pass, as he went to Jerusalem, that he passed through the midst of Samaria
and Galilee.

= Luke 17 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

= Luke 17:11-19 How to Respond to God’s Blessings- Steven Cole
s Luke 17:11-19 Ten Men Healed, One Man Saved- John MacArthur

Last Trip From Galilee
LAB Study Notes p.79

ON THE ROAD
TO JERUSALEM

This section (Lk 17:11-19) could sadly be entitled "Where are the nine?"

While He was on the way to Jerusalem - This recalls Luke 9:51+ where Luke records "When the days were approaching for His
ascension, He was determined to go to Jerusalem." Jesus had set His face like flint, so to speak to finish His mission and He was
now in the last few months before He entered Jerusalem on the Passover as the true Passover Lamb to be sacrificed once for all
time. Luke mentions Jesus' journeying to Jerusalem a second time in Lk 13:22+ "And He was passing through from one city and
village to another, teaching, and proceeding on His way to Jerusalem." So here in Lk 17:11 we find Luke's third mention of Jesus'
heading to His final fate in Jerusalem. In Luke 10:38+ the Lord was in Bethany, a short distance south-east of Jerusalem. As
Norman Crawford says "Luke traces the footsteps of the Man of sorrows as He is journeying to Calvary, even though the route was
not in a straight line."

See Irving Jensen's overview of the book of Luke with a major turning point at Luke 9:51, Lk 9:51 through Lk 19:27 beginning His
last 6 months, primarily in Judea and Perea, which would involve primarily instruction, including many parables, and with about 60%
of this section being unique to the Gospel of Luke.

John MacArthur - Up to this point, Luke has focused on Jesus’coming, detailing the angelic announcement of His birth to Mary the
account of His birth, the incident in the temple when He was twelve, His baptism by John, His temptation by Satan, and the first two
and a half years of His ministry as Messiah, reaching its pinnacle at the transfiguration. But at this point, the whole tenor of Luke’s
gospel changes. The focus is no longer on Jesus’ coming, but on His going. The Galilean ministry is over, and He is on His way for
the final time to His passion in Jerusalem. Although the Lord would, in the few intervening months of His Judean ministry, make brief
return visits to Galilee (e.g., Lk 17:11-37), Galilee was no longer His base of operations. Much of the material in this travelogue
(cf. Lk 9:52, 57; 10:1, 38; 13:22, 33; 17:11; 18:35; 19:1, 11, 28-29) of Christ’s final journey to the cross (Lk 9:51-19:27) is unique to
Luke’'s gospel. Of the other gospel writers, only John records features from the months in Judea (John 7-11). (See Luke
Commentary)

During His life recall that Jesus went to Jerusalem on 3 other occasions: (1) Feast of Tabernacles in John 7-8 [see Jn 7:2, 14ff], (2)
Feast of Dedication [see Jn 10:22-23] and (3) To Bethany [Jn 11:1] which was very near Jerusalem to raise Lazarus from the dead
[Jn 11:41-44]. But here in Luke 17:11, Dr Luke is referring to Jesus' final visit to the Holy City. So keep in mind that He has already
raised Lazarus from the dead and John 11:54 says "Therefore Jesus no longer continued to walk publicly among the Jews, but went
away from there to the country near the wilderness, into a city called Ephraim (about 20 miles north of Jerusalem); and there He
stayed with the disciples." It is likely that this location is the general area to which Luke is referring with the phrase between
Samaria and Galilee.

He was passing between Samaria and Galilee (cf John 4:4) - Jewish Pilgrimage from Galilee to Jerusalem. A popular route
passed directly through Samaria. However, some pious Jews took an alternate route through Jericho to avoid Samaria.

Spurgeon - There is but One of whom we will think tonight, our divine Lord, who was on his way to Jerusalem. Passing along the
frontiers of Samaria and Galilee, he had the Jews on one side of him, and the Samaritans on the other. He took a middle course, as
if to show how he was going up to the New Jerusalem, loaded with blessings for the Jews on one side, and Gentiles on the other.
(Luke 17 - exposition)

Luke 17:12 As He entered a village, ten leprous men who stood at a distance met Him;
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KJV Luke 17:12 And as he entered into a certain village, there met him ten men that were lepers, which stood
afar off:
which

= Luke 5:12; 18:13; Leviticus 13:45,46; Numbers 5:2,3; 12:14; 2 Kings 5:27; 7:3; 2 Chronicles 26:20,21
= Luke 17 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

= Luke 17:11-19 How to Respond to God’s Blessings- Steven Cole
s Luke 17:11-19 Ten Men Healed, One Man Saved- John MacArthur

As He entered a village - Unnamed and thus unknown. It was not the place that was important but the miracle that took place.
Notice these men were at a distance, so were probably not in the village per se, but outside of the village, for they were considered
unclean and untouchable! So it is unlikely that they would have been allowed into the village confines. And Moses affirms this
presumption, recording that "He shall live alone; his dwelling shall be outside the camp." (Lev 13:46+) What a miserable, lonely
existence! They were as near to Jesus as they dared come. But they were near enough!

THOUGHT - Have you ever shared the Gospel with someone and they were intrigued but felt so much guilt
and shame that they "stood at a distance" from the good news you shared about Jesus? Well, you can tell
them that they are in good company of 10 lepers who came out to meet (see "met" below) Jesus, but kept
their distance and yet that did not prevent Jesus from meeting their great need! We are all at a distance from
Jesus because of our many sins, but Jesus came for sinners, for the unclean, the untouchable, the guilt ridden
and shame saturated. He came to seek and to save the lost!

Ten leprous (lepros) men who stood at a distance met Him - There are two key verbs in this description - stood and met. Stood
at a distance indicates they had full-blown Leprosy, not just a little skin rash. And so they kept their distance from people, as was
specified in the law of Moses. They may have been crying out "unclean, unclean.” (Lev 13:45+) The verb met is significant indicating
that although they knew they must keep their distance, they came forth to meet Him. Clearly their movement toward Him was a
reflection of their belief He could help them.

“Command the sons of Israel that they send away from the camp every leper and everyone having a discharge
and everyone who is unclean because of a dead person. “You shall send away both male and female; you
shall send them outside the camp so that they will not defile their camp where | dwell in their midst.” (Nu 5:2,
3+, cp Nu 12:13+, 2 Ki 7:3).

Anyone familiar with the Law of Moses would have quickly seen the impropriety of this scene

Leviticus 13:45; 46+ “As for the leper who has the infection, his clothes shall be torn, and the hair of his head
shall be uncovered, and he shall cover his mustache and cry, ‘Unclean! Unclean!” “He shall remain unclean all
the days during which he has the infection; he is unclean. He shall live alone; his dwelling shall be outside the
camp.

Comment: A person with leprosy, apart from the telltale malignant raw flesh and white hair, was to be
otherwise identified by tom clothes, announcement of "unclean" when in the streets and was to live
isolated from the community.

Spurgeon - Leprosy was very common in Palestine in Christ’s day. How thankful we ought to be that, in this country, at any rate, it
has almost entirely died out! There used to be, in almost every town, a lazar-house provided for lepers, so common was leprosy in
this country. Certain diseases seem to die out by degrees, and we should be very grateful that some of the worst forms of disease,
by which men have been afflicted, have passed away. In this case, there were no less than ten in one village. They “stood afar off,”
as was most proper, lest they should communicate the contagion to others. They had to cry out, and warn men not to come too near
them, saying, with covered lip, “Unclean! unclean! unclean!” The muffled sound that they made, if the word could not be
distinguished, helped to warn the passers-by to give them a wide berth. (Luke 17 - exposition)

Arnold Fruchtenbaum has an interesting note stating that "The priests kept close records of those who were declared lepers in
Jewish society, and they taught that only the Messiah could heal a leper." In his article entitled 'The Three Messianic Miracles"
Fruchtenbaum writes....

Some time prior to the coming of Yeshua (Jesus), the ancient rabbis separated miracles into two categories.
First were those miracles anyone would be able to perform if they were empowered by the Spirit of God to do
s0. The second category of miracles were called "messianic miracles,” which were miracles only the Messiah
would be able to perform. Yeshua did miracles in both categories: general miracles and also messianic
miracles. So because of the rabbinic teaching that certain miracles would be reserved only for the Messiah to
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do, whenever He performed a messianic miracle it created a different type of reaction than when He
performed other types of miracles.

The first messianic miracle was the healing of a leper....From the time the Mosaic Law was completed, there
was no record of any Jew who had been healed of leprosy. While Miriam was healed of leprosy, this was
before the completion of the Law. Naaman was healed of leprosy, but he was a Syrian Gentile, not a Jew.
From the time the Mosaic Law was completed, there was never a case of any Jew being healed of leprosy.

Leprosy was the one disease that was left out of rabbinic cures; there was no cure for leprosy whatsoever. Yet
Leviticus 13-14 gave the Levitical Priesthood detailed instructions as to what they were to do in case a leper
was healed. On the day that a leper approached the priesthood and said, "I was a leper but now | have been
healed," the priesthood was to give an initial offering of two birds. For the next seven days, they were to
investigate intensively the situation to determine three things. First, was the person really a leper? Second, if
he was a real leper, was he really cured of his leprosy? Third, if he was truly cured of his leprosy, what were
the circumstances of the healing? If after seven days of investigation they were firmly convinced that the man
had been a leper, had been healed of his leprosy, and the circumstances were proper, then, on the eighth day
there would be a lengthy series of offerings. All together, there were four different offerings. First, there was a
trespass-offering; second, a sin-offering; third, a burnt-offering; and fourth, a meal-offering. Then came the
application of the blood of the trespass-offering upon the healed leper followed by the application of the blood
of the sin-offering upon the healed leper. The ceremony would then end with the anointing of oil upon the
healed leper.

Although the priesthood had all these detailed instructions as to how they were to respond in the case
of a healed leper, they never had the opportunity to put these instructions into effect, because from the
time the Mosaic Law was given, no Jew was ever healed of leprosy. As a result, it was taught by the
rabbis that only the Messiah would be able to heal a Jewish leper....

Yeshua sent these ten lepers directly to the very priesthood that, under the leadership of Caiaphas, had just
decreed a sentence of death against Him. This meant that instead of one messianic miracle, there were now
ten messianic miracles performed: the first messianic miracle was performed ten times over. Ten times over
Caiaphas and the priesthood had to spend seven days investigating the whole situation. Ten times over, they
had to decree that all ten of these lepers had been cleansed and healed of their leprosy. Ten times over, they
had to decree that Jesus had performed the miracle. It is really showing some Jewish humor, if you will, on the
part of Yeshua that He chose to send to the leadership of Israel ten healed lepers right after they decreed His
rejection by sentencing Him to death. His Messiahship was proclaimed, not merely by the mouth of two
or three witnesses, but by the mouth of ten withesses. Again, He proved to the leadership that they
had no basis, no ground, for the rejection of His messianic claims. (The Three Messianic Miracles)

Ryrie - See Lev. 13:1-59-note for seven forms of this skin disease, generally regarded not to be the leprosy we know today. A leper
was ceremonially unclean, had to live outside of the towns, and had to cry "unclean" when other people came near. Leprosy serves
as an illustration of sin.

Spurgeon on stood at a distance - The rule was that they should never come upon the public road, or near the highway, lest the
disease should be taken by others who might come near them. (Luke 17 - exposition)

Spurgeon - Oh, the abundance of human misery that met the Saviour’'s eye: “ten men that were lepers”! | was reading only
yesterday of what happened in Westminster, many years ago. When the king went along the highway, there were crowds of poor
lepers on either side of the road, a shocking sight to see in this dear land of ours; and the king, in his tender mercy, simply passed a
law that the lepers should not come near the road again to hook his gracious majesty with their misery. That is all he had to do for
them; but our glorious King treated lepers very differently: “There met him ten men that were lepers.” (Luke 17 - exposition)

Spurgeon - Lepers were allowed to enter villages, but not to go into the large walled towns. They were, however, commanded to
stand at a certain distance from other people; and these men did so. This must have been a terrible sight, ten men afflicted with
such a horrible disease all in one group. It shows how prevalent at that time was this disease, now happily so rare, at least among
us: “Ten men that were lepers.” It seemed as if the effect of sin in men became more conspicuous in the day when the Great Healer
of men was here in person. Then Satan’s chain was lengthened that he might have greater power over the bodies of men, that his
Master might subdue him, and that Christ Jesus the Lord might have the greater victory over the prince of darkness. (Luke 17 -
exposition)

Leprous (3015)(lepros from lepra from lepis = a scale as of a fish fromlepo = to peel) means scaly, scabby, rough, and then one
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afflicted with leprosy . Keep in mind that leprosy could describe a number of skin diseases, some not serious all the way to the most
serious which was leprosy or Hansen's Disease (see picture), produced by the Mycobacterium leprae (Medicine.net See modern
classification scheme of leprosy). Leprosy is an ancient disease having been found even in Egyptian mummies, and many consider
Egypt as the country of origin of this disease. As alluded to above, Leviticus 13-14 deal with leprosy in considerable detail. In short,
any lIsraelite with a skin disease would go to the priest for a "diagnosis" and if it was determined to be communicable, the infected
person was excluded from social contact which was then restricted to other lepers. Even the family who loved you had to stay away
from a leprous relative, who lived like aliens with this miserable disease. One of the most horrible aspects of leprosy is destruction of
peripheral nerves, this neuropathy resulting in limbs that in effect cannot sense pain and thus are prone to severe injuries from
burns, cuts, etc. In a sense the leper unable to sense pain destroys his own toes, digits and limbs.

= See study on Hebrew word for Leprosy (06883)(tsaraath)

One of the great stories about Leprosy in the modern era is that of the renowned surgeon Dr. Paul Brand his website) who was
raised in India and became a Christian missionary doctor ministering to these outcast and downcast people. Take a moment and

watch this 2 minute summary of leprosy.

Wikipedia - Leprosy, also known as Hansen's disease (HD), is a long-term infection by the bacteriumMycobacterium
leprae or Mycobacterium lepromatosis. Initially, infections are without symptoms and typically remain this way for 5 to 20
years. Symptoms that develop include granulomas of the nerves, respiratory tract, skin, and eyes. (Ed: and even the vocal cords
so that speech was impaired) This may result in a lack of ability to feel pain, thus loss of parts of extremities due to repeated
injuries or infection due to unnoticed wounds. Weakness and poor eyesight may also be present. Leprosy is spread between
people. This is thought to occur through a cough or contact with fluid from the nose of an infected person. Leprosy occurs more
commonly among those living in poverty. Contrary to popular belief, it is not highly contagious.

Holman Bible Dictionary - A generic term applied to a variety of skin disorders from psoriasis to true leprosy. Its symptoms
ranged from white patches on the skin to running sores to the loss of digits on the fingers and toes. For the Hebrews it was a
dreaded malady which rendered its victims ceremonially unclean—that is, unfit to worship God (Leviticus 13:3). Anyone who
came in contact with a leper was also considered unclean. Therefore, lepers were isolated from the rest of the community so that
the members of the community could maintain their status as worshipers. Other physical disorders or the flow of certain bodily
fluids also rendered one unclean (see Leviticus 12:1-14:32; Leviticus 15:1-33 ). Even houses and garments could have “leprosy”
and, thus, be unclean (Leviticus 14:33-57 ). Jesus did not consider this distinction between clean and unclean valid. A person's
outward condition did not make one unclean; rather that which proceeds from the heart determines one's standing before God
(Mark 7:1-23; compare Acts 10:9-16). Therefore, Jesus did not hesitate about touching lepers (Mark 1:40-45) and even
commanded His disciples to cleanse lepers (Matthew 10:8 ). Jesus even made a leper the hero of one of His parables (Luke
16:19-31).

= See more detailed description of the instructions concerning leprosy in Leviticus 13
= Why is leprosy talked about so much in the Bible?

Met (528)(apantao - ap6 = from + antdo = meet) means to meet, to encounter

encounter meet

come from another place into the presence of
meet from opposite directions
Mt28:9; Mk5:2;14:13;Lu17:12; Jn 4:51; Ac16:16;
1Sa10:5, Ru1:16

Spoken of a hostile encounter
(Mk 5:2; Lu14:31;.Jud 8:21; 2 Sa15).

Luke 17:13 and they raised their voices, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!”

KJV Luke 17:13 And they lifted up their voices, and said, Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.

=« have mercy on us Luke 18:38,39; Matthew 9:27; 15:22; 20:30,31; Mark 9:22
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= Luke 17 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

= Luke 17:11-19 How to Respond to God’s Blessings- Steven Cole
= Luke 17:11-19 Ten Men Healed, One Man Saved- John MacArthur

LEPERS APPEAL TO JESUS
TO SHOW MERCY

And they raised their voices - Raising one's voice is a frequent idiom in the Septuagint and also appears in Greek from the
classical era forward. Peter filled with the Spirit raised his voice and delivered his sermon in Acts 2 at which about 3000 souls were
saved (Acts 2:14, 42). The Gentiles raised their voice in Acts 14:11 claiming Paul and Barnabas were gods. In Acts 22:22 the
crowd listened to Paul up to his statement that he was being sent to the Gentiles, which cause the Jewish crowd to raise their
voices. In Lk 11:27 a woman in the crowd raised her voice saying "'Blessed is the womb that bore You, and the breasts at which
You nursed." In all of these occasions it is clear that raising one's voice is similar to what we might say today "They were yelling or
screaming at the top of their lungs," signifying they were yelling as loud as their voices would allow. And keep in mind thatLeprosy
could affect the vocal cords, but, even if it did affect these 10, laryngeal affliction would not impede them, for one glimpse of Jesus
stimulated cries of desperation. And since they had to be far away from Him, they had to be loud to assure He would hear them.
Would it be Lord, that more "leprous” (covered with the "scales of sin") men and women would raise their voices, even if be but a
slight whisper, when they see an ambassador of Jesus! Amen

Spurgeon - Not much of voices were they likely to have, for the leprosy dries the throat, and the voice is low and husky, and when
lepers cry, “Unclean, unclean,” it is an awfully sad sound, but very weak. These ten lepers lifted up their poor voices...They raised a
plain cry, and the whole ten of them had to lift up their voices before they could be well heard. (Luke 17 - exposition)

Jesus (lesous), Master (epistates), have mercy (eleeo) on us -While have mercy is in the aorist imperative, a verb tense and
mood which normally reflects a command, in the context of prayer, the imperative mood does not signify a demand, but is rather, a
desperate petition from an inferior to One Who has the superior power and authority to grant the request. In addressing Him this
way, we can conclude that the lepers knew of His reputation, of His power over illness and His ability to heal.

Norman Crawford - When Peter was overwhelmed with the glory of the mountain top experience he called the Lord epistatés (Lk
9:49-note). These lepers have a lesson to teach to people of our day. They did not address the Lord asdesus, but recognizing His
sovereign power and authority, they called Him, "Jesus, Master". (What the Bible teaches — Luke) (Ed: Have you ever addressed
Him as Jesus, Master? Are we not too, beggars like the lepers, our disease of sin course being far worse. Yes, we may be healed of
our "leprous condition" of sin's power and sin's wages (eternal death), we are still vulnerable to sin. We too need to continually raise
our voices and cry out "Jesus, Master!")

MacArthur on have mercy on us - It expresses a recognition of superior power and one who at the same time is approachable.
Not just a recognition of power but to cry "Have mercy!" assumes that someone before has indicated to you that this man listens to
people who cry for mercy. So His power and His compassion are widely known. They're aware of it, aware enough of it to cry out to
Him for healing. (Ten Men Healed, One Man Saved)

One of my favorite older choruses is Jesus, Name Above All Names

Jesus, Name above all names,
Beautiful Savior, glorious Lord.
Emanuel, God is with us,
Blessed Redeemer, Living Word.

Jesus (2424)(lesous) s transliteration of the Greek lesous, which in turn is the transliteration of the Hebrew
name Jehoshua (Yehoshua) or Jeshua (Yeshua) which mean Jehovah is help or Jehovah is salvation. Stated another way the
Greek lesous corresponds to the OT Jehoshua (Yehoshua) which is contracted asJeshua (Yeshua).Most of the NT uses
of lesous refer to our Lord Jesus. In the Gospels the single Name Jesus (lesous) is used as His personal Name and is found 538
times. In the Epistles Jesus is usually (but not always - e.g., Ro 3:26; 4:24; 1Cor 12:3; 2Cor 11:4; Phil 2:10; 1Th 4:14; Heb
7:22;10:19, etc) used in combination with Christ or Lord (see next paragraph). Jesus is known byChrist alone some 44 times in the
Gospels.

NET Note on Jesus - The Greek form of the name lésous, which was translated into Latin as Jesus, is the
same as the Hebrew Yeshua (Joshua), which means “Yahweh saves” (Yahweh is typically rendered as
“LORD” in the QT).
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Master (1988)(epistates from ephistemi = to set over) is literally one who stands over and means a person of high status, chief,
commander. All NT uses by Luke (Lk. 5:5; Lk. 8:24; Lk. 8:45; Lk. 9:33; Lk. 9:49; Lk. 17:13), all (except Lk 17:13) spoken by the
disciples and all refer to Jesus. Matthew and Mark use either "Teacher" or "Rabbi" instead of Master. TDNT comments that "the
transcription rabbi used by the other Evangelists is avoided by the Hellenist Luke (directed to Greek audiences who would not

understand "rabbi")." Luke employed epistates as an equivalent of didaskalos, “teacher” (Luke 8:24; cf. Mark 4:38; 9:38; Luke
9:49). Epistates could describe a chief commander, "a public official in ancient Greed, Ptolemaic Egypt and the Hellenistic world"
(Encyclopedia Britannica), a magistrate, a governor of a city, or a president of a college, but one thing all have in common is
authority. In using Master the 10 lepers appear to be recognizing Jesus' authority.

Encyclopedia Britannica on epistates - The 5th-century-BCE Athenian epistatés acted as chairman of the
prytaneis, the executive committee of the Boule (council), and, for the 24-hour period of this office, functioned
as the head of the government, keeping the seal of the state and the key to the treasury. In various periods he
may have had administrative, political, fiscal, judicial, or military responsibilities. In the Hellenistic kingdoms
and Egypt, the epistatés became the district official of a nomos (province) or a subject city.

Epistates - 6v - Lk. 5:5; Lk. 8:24; Lk. 8:45; Lk. 9:33; Lk. 9:49; Lk. 17:13

Have mercy (aorist imperative)(1653)(eleeo from eleos) means to feel sympathy with the misery of another, especially such
sympathy which manifests itself in action, less frequently in word alone. Eleeo indicates being moved to pity and compassion by
some tragic circumstance (as would be the case of the 10 lepers whose fate in life was otherwise sealed as untouchable outcasts.
Talk about having a poor "self-esteem!"), seeing the person's dire need and providing assistance to remove the need. Vine adds that
eleeo "signifies, in general, "to feel sympathy with the misery of another," and especially sympathy manifested in act (action)."

Vincent adds that eleeo means "to succor or to show compassion. The (root) word (eleos) emphasizes the
misery with which grace deals; hence, peculiarly the sense of human wretchedness coupled with the impulse

to relieve it, which issues in gracious ministry."

NIDNTT writes of the root word eleos that in classical Greek -- It is “the emotion roused by contact with an
affliction which comes undeservedly on someone else”

The phrase have mercy is found 15x in 14v in the NT and is predominantly in the Gospels, most often a
request directed to Jesus usually asking for Jesus to heal them. Matt. 9:27 = two blind men; Matt. 15:22 = a
Canaanite woman; Matt. 17:15 = a man in the multitude with a lunatic son; Matt. 20:30, 31 = two blind men
(addressing Jesus as "Son of David" = Messianic title); Mk. 10:47; 48 = blind beggar Bartimaeus; Lk. 16:24 =
the rich man in Hades addressing "Father Abraham"; Lk. 17:13; Lk. 18:38; 39 = blind man (cf Mt 20:30,31);
Ro. 9:15; Jude 1:22; Jude 1:23

Eleeo - 29v - found mercy(1), had mercy(4), has mercy(2), have mercy(15), mercy(1), receive mercy(1),
received mercy(3), show mercy(1), shown mercy(3), shows mercy(1). Matt. 5:7; Matt. 9:27; Matt. 15:22;
Matt. 17:15; Matt. 18:33; Matt. 20:30; Matt. 20:31; Mk. 5:19; Mk. 10:47; Mk. 10:48; Lk. 16:24; Lk. 17:13; Lk.
18:38; Lk. 18:39; Rom. 9:15; Rom. 9:16; Rom. 9:18; Rom. 11:30; Rom. 11:31; Rom. 11:32; Rom. 12:8; 1 Co.
7:25; 2 Co. 4:1; Phil. 2:27; 1 Tim. 1:13; 1 Tim. 1:16; 1 Pet. 2:10; Jude 1:22; Jude 1:23

Luke 17:14 When He saw them, He said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they were going, they
were cleansed.

KJV Luke 17:14 And when he saw them, he said unto them, Go shew yourselves unto the priests. And it
came to pass, that, as they went, they were cleansed.

=« Go and show yourselves to the priests Luke 5:14; Leviticus 13:1,2-46; 14:2-32; Matthew 3:15; 8:4
= as they were going, they were cleansed 2 Kings 5:14; Isaiah 65:24; Matthew 8:3; John 2:5; 4:50-53; 9:7; 11:10
= Luke 17 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

= Luke 17:11-19 How to Respond to God’s Blessings- Steven Cole
= Luke 17:11-19 Ten Men Healed. One Man Saved- John MacArthur

Related Passages:

Luke 5:14 And He ordered him to tell no one, “But go and show yourself to the priest and make an offering for
your cleansing, just as Moses commanded, as a testimony to them.”
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OBEDIENCE TO JESUS
BRINGS HEALING

When He saw them - |t is interesting that Luke does not say "When He heard them." Undoubtedly, Jesus heard their desperate
plea for mercy, but Luke emphasizes the fact that Jesus saw them (literally "seeing them"). Indeed, Jesus "saw them" as no other
eyes could ever see them. Why? Because to the eyes of most men, these 10 were unattractive, even repulsive in appearance, but
in the eyes of Jesus, they were objects of His love and the deep compassion of His tender heart. And these attributes are still His
today for Jesus is "the same yesterday and today and forever." (Hebrews 13:8+)

Recall that in Luke 5:13+ Jesus approached the leper and touched him which shows us that He had no reluctance in going near and
touching the 10 lepers. But this miracle would be performed in a different manner as explained below.

Spurgeon notes that "Even before he heard them, he saw their pitiable condition." There is a lesson here for all of us. Before we
were saved, Jesus saw us in our pitiable condition of sin and spiritual death on the highway to hell without His intervention. But even
after we are saved, Jesus still sees us and knows the trials and afflictions we are going through and stands ever ready to come to
our aid. The writer of Hebrews says it this way - "For since He Himself was tempted in that which He has suffered (Jesus
understands what you are going through), He is able (dunamai means Jesus has the power, the omnipotence to do this) to come to
the aid (boetheo - means to run to aid someone upon hearing their cry for help - our responsibility? Cry out for help!) of those who
are tempted (are being tested - present tense)." (Heb 2:18+, cf Heb 4:15+) Not only did Jesus see the lepers, but He heard the

lepers. (Luke 17 - exposition)

Life Application Note - Because leprosy was contagious, people who had leprosy were required to try to stay away from other
people and to announce their presence if they had to come near. Sometimes leprosy would go into remission. If a leper thought his
leprosy had gone away, he was supposed to present himself to a priest, who could declare him clean (Leviticus 14). Jesus sent the
10 lepers to the priest before they were healed— and they went! They responded in faith, and Jesus healed them on the way. Is
your trust in God so strong that you act on what he says even before you see evidence that it will work? (Luke Application Study
Notes - Pdf )

In this story we see Jesus' divine goodness, tenderness, compassion, mercy and power to reverse a disease feared by all in the
ancient world. And note that when Jesus healed and made whole it occurred in an instant and it was complete. What a dramatic
scene this must have been, for the stigmata of leprosy are so readily seen on the face and hands of those affected. Imagine one of
the 10 lepers looking at the other 9 and seeing their clear complexions and fully restored hands, arms and feet. This surely stirred
amazement in all 10, but sadly only stirred gratitude in one of the 10.

Go and show yourselves to the priests- The priests functioned as the "health inspector's" so to speak and carried out a long
process (isolation for 7 days -Lv 13:4-6ff+). Show is a command in the aorist imperative. Go in context is also used in the sense of
an imperative. The idea of the command is "Do this now! Do not delay!" Whoever is cured of leprosy must, according to the law, be
declared clean by the priest (Lev. 14:1-32, 2). Jesus' instructions to the 10 lepers here is in direct contrast to the cleansed leper in
Luke 5:14+ (cf Mt 8:4) "And He ordered him to tell no one, “But go and show yourself to the priest and make an offering for your
cleansing, just as Moses commanded, as a testimony to them (Lev 14:4-7+).” (As an aside, notice that Jesus did keep the Mosaic
regulations). Leprosy was so feared in Jesus' day that healing from this condition was a very notable miracle, and many of the Jews
even considered it to be a divine curse (this mindset was probably based at least in part on King Uzziah being afflicted with leprosy
sent by God in 2 Chr 26:19-20, 21 which says "King Uzziah was a leper to the day of his death; and he lived in a separate house,
being a leper, for he was cut off from the house of the LORD."). Thus the declaration of healing from leprosy in the early phase of
Jesus' ministry would have resulted in "overwhelming enthusiasm, unrealistic Messianic expectations and bring to bear upon Jesus
undue pressure that could force Him out of His Father's timetable (cf John 7:6, 8)." (MacArthur) But now Jesus is in the last few
months of His life, and knew His time was at hand (Mt 26:18), and so He does not command them not to tell about this miracle.

The fact that Jesus told them to go and show themselves to the priests indicates as noted above that Jesus kept the Law, but even
more significantly indicates that the priests would be privileged to be eyewitnesses to an incredible miracle (actually 10 miracles)!
And for 7 days (if they carried out the regulations in Lev 13:4-6+) these 10 men with clear complexions and smooth skin would stand
in front of the priests as dramatic testimony to the power and authority of the Lord Jesus Christ! And yet, did the priests believe in
Jesus as Messiah, Redeemer, Lord? While there were some (cf Acts 6:7+), many other priests rejected Jesus' claim as the long
expected Messiah. Once again, we see that miracles, even astounding ones like 10 lepers being instantly cleansed, do not
necessarily cause unbelievers to believe in Jesus. If you are an unbeliever and are saying "l want to see a miracle before | believe,"
than you need to learn from the Gospels. Most did not believe. In fact, in the story of the rich man and Lazarus in Luke 16:19-31, the
rich man appealed to Abraham to let Lazarus return to his unbelieving brothers. And what was the response to that request?

“But Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them. “But he said, ‘No, father
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Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent!But he said to him, ‘If they do not
listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be persuaded even if someone rises from the dead.” (Luke
16:29-31+).

If the Word of God, the Gospel, cannot save you, then miracles certainly cannot!

Henry Morris - The 13th and 14th chapters of Leviticus contain detailed laws and instructions for the ceremonial cleansing of
lepers--116 verses altogether. The problem was that there was no cure for leprosy in those days, so the laws were never
implemented. Naaman was miraculously healed (2 Kings 5:1-19), but he was not an lIsraelite, so did not follow the prescribed
procedures for cleansing. So far as the record goes, this incident in Matthew is the first time ever that a cleansed leper would go to
the priest in the manner prescribed by Moses. No wonder, in view of the hypocrisy and unbelief common in the priesthood of the
time, that Christ said this would be "for a testimony unto them." No wonder, in view of the hypocritical unbelief so prevalent in the
priesthood, that Jesus said this would be "for a testimony to them." What a WITNESS this would present to the RELIGIOUS
COMMUNITY. (Borrow The Defender's Study Bible)

Spurgeon adds that "no man could be pronounced clean even if he were healed, until he had undergone the ceremony prescribed
in the Mosaic law. These lepers were to go to the priests just as they were, so their going was an act of faith.” (Luke 17 - exposition)

Spurgeon - There was a tacit promise in that they should be healed, for, of course, the showing themselves to the priests was not
that they might be pronounced unclean, for they were so pronounced already by their own confession, but that they might be
pronounced clean. They were to go to the priests, and there was an implied promise that, if they so went, when the priests looked

upon them they would be healed. (Luke 17 - exposition)

Spurgeon - That is all Jesus said to the lepers: “Go shew yourselves unto the priests.” They were not to go to the priests till they
were clean, for the priests could not heal them. It was the healed man who went to the priests to get a certificate that he was healed,
and so might mingle in society again. It was a strange message, then, that the Saviour gave to these lepers: “Go shew yourselves
unto the priests.” And oh, the faith of these men! With only this shell of a promise, as it were, they cracked it, and found a promise
inside it, for they said to themselves, “He would not send us to the priests for nothing; he would not mock our misery; he must mean
to heal us:” and therefore away they went. A grand faith this! You are to come to Christ before you feel any grace in you; you are not
to wait until you feel you are healed, and then come to him. Come just as you are, without any sense of grace, or any kind of feeling
within you that is worth the having. Come just as you are. As the sinner believes, he is saved. As a man begins to go towards the
Saviour, the Saviour’s grace meets him. (Luke 17 - exposition)

And as they were going, they were cleansed (katharizo) - Notice that they obeyed. This suggests that they had some degree of
faith or belief in Jesus or at least faith in His ability to help them. That this is the case is amplified by the fact that Luke does not
record that Jesus said "You are clean. Now go to the priest." In Luke 5:13+ Jesus had commanded the leper "Be cleansed
(katharizo in aorist imperative)." But here He had just commanded the 10 togo to the priest and show themselves. Think about that
moment when they heard Jesus' words. They were still horribly scarred with defiling leprosy and yet Jesus is telling them to go and
show! They would hardly have been willing togo and show had they not had some element of belief that this Miracle Worker would
somehow work a miracle in their lives. And as alluded to it is notable that the 10 were cleansed without a specific command from
Jesus, signifying that Jesus as God could heal any way He chose to heal. So today we cannot hear His voice, but we can
experience His power as we walk out in obedience to His commands (empowered by His Spirit). Are you experiencing the power of
the Spirit of Christ in your life (e.g., being quick to forgive, holding back anger when the world would say you are justified to attack,
etc - these are "miracles" as powerful as healing 10 lepers!)? If not could it be because you are not obeying His commands? We are
not speaking of a legalistic keeping of rules, but of a heart continually surrendered to Jesus, with an ear ready and willing to hear
His commands (e.g., as we read words like "Husbands love [present imperative - as your lifestyle] your wives..." Eph 5:25+, etc, do
we hear and heed or do the commands of Scripture go in one ear and out the other?).

MacArthur on the faith of the 10 lepers - Do they have faith? Sure they have faith. They have a meager, basic faith in a healer.
They have faith in the power and compassion of Jesus....Were they cleansed because they believed? Well it was a meager faith
and Jesus asked them to demonstrate that meager faith. They were basically healed because He chose to heal them, but He
involved their faith in it. There were times when Jesus healed people because they believed. There were many times when He
healed people who didn't believe. In fact, there were times when He raised dead people and they can't believe. So there were
times when faith played a role, and times when it did not. But in this case, He asked them to exhibit enough faith to do what He
said. (Ten Men Healed, One Man Saved)

Spurgeon exclaims "What a wonderful thing that must have been!" The men exhibited faith by starting on their way to the priest
before being cleansed. (Luke 17 - exposition)

They were cleansed (2511)(katharizo from katharos = pure, clean, without stain or spot; English words -catharsis = emotional or
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physical purging, cathartic = substance used to induce a purging,Cathar = member of a medieval sect which sought the purging of
evil from its members) means to make clean by taking away an undesirable part. To cleanse from filth or impurity. Click here (and
here) for more background on the important Biblical concept ofclean and cleansing.

Cleansed is aorist tense (signifying this occurred at a point in time ~ instantaneous) andpassive voice (the
divine passive - the power to cleanse came from God, from Jesus Who is God).

Figuratively katharizo referred to cleansing from ritual contamination or impurity as in (Acts 10:15). In a
similar sense katharizo is used of cleansing lepers from ceremonial uncleanness (Mt 8:2-3, et al) It follows that
Lepers were forbidden to worship in the Temple in Jerusalem because of their ceremonial uncleanness.

Another figurative use ofkatharizo important to every believer is found in 1 John 1:9% (cf James
4:8+, Hebrews 10:2+) which describes God's purifying us and cleansing us from sin and a guilty conscience
thus making us acceptable to Himself, thus reestablishing fellowship. The condition for cleansing here in Luke
17:14 is not that different from the situation with the 10 lepers. Even as they raised their voices for God's
mercy, so too, saints continually raise their voices in confession (in the present tense - so confessing should be
a saint's habitual practice, that we might always remain filled with and controlled by the Holy Spirit, Who
is grieved or quenched by our "ceremonial uncleanness.") (1John 1:9+)

Katharizo - 30v - clean(3), cleanse(5), cleansed(16), cleanses(1), cleansing(1), declared...clean(1),
make...clean(3), purify(1). Matt. 8:2; Matt. 8:3; Matt. 10:8; Matt. 11:5; Matt. 23:25; Matt. 23:26; Mk. 1:40; Mk.
1:41; Mk. 1:42; Mk. 7:19; Lk. 4:27; Lk. 5:12; Lk. 5:13; Lk. 7:22; Lk. 11:39; Lk. 17:14; Lk. 17:17; Acts 10:15; Acts
11:9; Acts 15:9; 2 Co. 7:1; Eph. 5:26; Tit. 2:14; Heb. 9:14; Heb. 9:22; Heb. 9:23; Heb. 10:2; Jas. 4:8; 1 Jn. 1:7;
1Jdn.1:9

Luke 17:15 Now one of them, when he saw that he had been healed, turned back, glorifying God with a loud voice,

KJV Luke 17:15 And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, and with a loud voice
glorified God,

= Luke 17:17,18; 2 Chronicles 32:24-26; Psalms 30:1,2,11,12; 103:1-4; 107:20-22; 116:12-15; Psalms 118:18,19; Isaiah 38:19-
22; John 5:14; 9:38

= Luke 17 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

= Luke 17:11-19 How to Respond to God’s Blessings- Steven Cole

= Luke 17:11-19 Ten Men Healed. One Man Saved- John MacArthur

ONE LEPER RETURNS
GLORIFYING GOD

Now one of them when he saw that he had been healed (iaomai) - He was walking in step with other 9 toward the priests, when
the miraculous healing occurred. All of them saw that they had been healed, but one was impacted not as much by the healing as
by the Healer!

MacArthur on one of them..saw...turned back (hupostrepho), - He had been in the presence of God and he wanted more than
physical healing. He went back embracing the full potential of getting from God what he knew he really needed. His heart was
longing for a relationship with the divine Healer. He wanted to give himself to that divine Healer. He wanted to fall on his face
beneath that divine Healer as a recognized sinner, and worship and adore Him, as well as praise Him and thank Him. He wanted
something more than just a physical healing. He knew enough about the Old Testament to know that God was not just a healer but
a Redeemer and primarily a Redeemer and a Savior. He's not content with just the physical. He understands the reality of his
alienation and need for reconciliation to God. (Ten Men Healed, One Man Saved)

Spurgeon - They all saw that they were healed, and they all must have felt extremely glad. Oh, the happiness of feeling the hot
blood cooled, and full health taking the place of languor and disease! (Luke 17 - exposition)

Turned back (hupostrepho), glorifying (doxazo in present tense - continually) God loud voice (megas + phone ~ "megaphone") -
With a "megas phone" like our English "megaphone!" He was sounding forth. Now think about the scene. The disciples and
undoubtedly other Jews following Jesus were witnesses of this event. And what did they see? The saw a man who had left a leper
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(and presumably they did not see the radical healing since it occurred as they were going to the priests -- although one cannot be
dogmatic) and returned a healed, whole man. And they heard him giving loud praises to God for his healing.

Spurgeon on glorifying God - This was a sure sign that he was healed, that he had his voice back; the disease had so thoroughly
gone that the sound, which seemed to hide away in his husky throat, now came out clear and loud, like the stroke of a bell. (Luke
17 - exposition)

Loud voice is most often used by Luke, but also commonly used by John in the Revelation of Jesus Christ.
Most poignantly megas + phone is used to describe Jesus' cry from the Cross (Matt. 27:46 Mk 15:34, 37, Lk
23:46).

Loud voice - Matt. 27:46; Matt. 27:50; Mk. 1:26 = demon before Jesus; Mk. 5:7 = demon before Jesus;
Mk. 15:34, 37; Lk. 1:42= Elizabeth filled with the Spirit; Lk. 4:33 = demon possessed man; Lk. 8:28 =
demon before Jesus; Lk. 17:15; Lk. 19:37 = crowd as Jesus approached Jerusalem at the "triumphal
entry"; Lk. 23:23 = voices calling for Jesus' crucifixion, Lk 23:46; Jn. 11:43 = Jesus' calling of Lazarus
from the dead; Acts 7:57; Acts 7:60 = Stephen as he died, crying out to Jesus; Acts 8:7; Acts 14:10; Acts
16:28; Acts 26:24; Rev. 1:10; Rev. 5:2; Rev. 5:12; Rev. 6:10; Rev. 7:2; Rev. 7:10; Rev. 8:13; Rev. 10:3;
Rev. 11:12;15. 19. Rev. 12:10; Rev. 14:2. 7; Rev. 14:9; Rev. 14:15; Rev. 16:1; Rev. 16:17; Rev. 19:1; Rev.
19:17; Rev. 21:3

Healed (2390)(iaomai) means to cure, to heal, to restore and is used literally of deliverance from physical diseases and afflictions
and so to make whole as occurred to these 10 lepers. Figuratively the verb iaomai can speaks of deliverance from sin and its
consequences and thus to restore to spiritual good health as in (Mt 13.15, 1 Pe 2.24-note where "you were healed" is not physical
but spiritual healing). When used in the figurative and spiritual sense iaomai has much the same meaning as s0zo, to save, make
whole, restore to spiritual health. Here are the uses of iaomai used with a spiritual meaning = Mt 13:15, John 12:40, Acts 28:27 -
preceding quotes from Isa 6:10, 1Pe 2:24 = quote from Isa 53:5. But as we discuss below in Luke 17:19, the healing referred to by
Luke is literal physical healing from leprosy.

laomai is used 26x in 26v most often by Dr Luke. Presumably the fact that Luke was a physician explains why he made frequent
use of iaomai (14/26x). The related word iatros (Mt 9:12 Mk 2:17 5:26 Lk 4:23, 5:31, 8:43, Col 4:14) is derived from iaomai and is
actually the word used for "medical doctor" in modern Greece (cf English "iatrogenic" illness or malady caused by or secondary to
medical treatment)! In ancient Greece this word group was extended from it's medical use to convey a sense of restoration or to
making good. The word iatros is also ascribed to several Grecian deities (Here is an interesting background article =Healing

deities, healing cults).

Mt. 8:8; Mt. 8:13; tt. 13:15; Mt. 15:28; Mk. 5:29; Lk. 5:17; Lk. 6:18; Lk. 6:19; Lk. 7:7; Lk. 8:47; Lk. 9:2; Lk. 9:11;
Lk. 9:42; Lk. 14:4; Lk. 17:15; Lk. 22:51; dn. 4:47; dn. 5:13; dn. 12:40; Acts 9:34; Acts 10:38; Acts 28:8; Acts
28:27; Heb. 12:13; Jas. 5:16; 1 Pet. 2:24.

Turned back (5290)(hupostrepho from hupo = under + strepho = to turn, to change) means to turn back from or to return, going
back to a location, in this case going back to Jesus.

Hupostrepho - 35v - return(6), returned(22), returning(3), started back(1), turn away(1), turned back(1),
went back(1). Lk. 1:56; Lk. 2:20; Lk. 2:43; Lk. 2:45; Lk. 4:1; Lk. 4:14; Lk. 7:10; Lk. 8:37; Lk. 8:39; Lk. 8:40; Lk.
9:10; Lk. 10:17; Lk. 11:24; Lk. 17:15; Lk. 17:18; Lk. 19:12; Lk. 23:48; Lk. 23:56; Lk. 24:9; Lk. 24:33; Lk. 24:52;
Acts 1:12; Acts 8:25; Acts 8:28; Acts 12:25; Acts 13:13; Acts 13:34; Acts 14:21; Acts 20:3; Acts 21:6; Acts
22:17; Acts 23:32; Gal. 1:17; Heb. 7:1; 2 Pet. 2:21

Glorifying (1392)(doxazo from doxa = glory) has a secular meaning of to think, suppose, be of opinion, (Aeschylus, Sophocles,
Xenophon, Plato, Thucydides) but generally is not used in this sense in Scripture. Doxazo means to praise, honor or magnify (Mt
5:16; 6:2; Lk 5:25f; Ac 11:18; Ro 11:13; 1 Cor 12:26; 1 Pt 4:16) The simple definition of glorifying is that he was giving a correct
opinion, a correct estimate of God. His actions in the next verse testify to this fact (fell...thanked). The present tense indicates this
one healed leper was constantly glorifying God.

Not Even A Nod
Read: Luke 17:11-19

One of them, when he saw that he was healed, returned, and with a loud voice glorified God. —Luke 17:15


https://www.preceptaustin.org/spurgeons-verse-exposition-luke#17
http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=2390
http://www.preceptaustin.org/jehovah_rophi_-_god_who_heals#h
http://www.preceptaustin.org/1_peter_224-25#2:24
http://www.preceptaustin.org/save_sozo_greek_word_study
https://www.thefreedictionary.com/iatrogenic
http://www.academia.edu/3244819/Healing_deities_healing_cults
http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=5290
http://www.preceptaustin.org/2_peter_220-21#ta
http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=1392
http://www.preceptaustin.org/1corinthians_620_commentary#g
http://www.preceptaustin.org/romans_818-39#8:18
http://www.preceptaustin.org/greek_quick_reference_guide#present

Traffic was bad and everyone was cranky on that hot afternoon. | noticed a car with two young men waiting to enter traffic from a
fast-food restaurant driveway. | thought it was nice when the driver ahead of me let them in.

But when the “nice” driver ahead of me didn’t get a nod or even a thank you wave, he turned ugly. First he rolled down his window
and shouted at the driver he had let in. Then he gunned his engine and raced forward as if to ram into his car, honking and yelling as
he continued to vent his anger.

Who was “more wrong”? Did the young driver’s ingratitude justify the “nice” driver’s angry response? Was he owed a thank you?

Certainly the 10 lepers Jesus healed owed gratitude to Him. How could only one return to say thank you? I'm struck by Jesus’
response: “Were there not any found who returned to give glory to God except this foreigner?” (Luke 17:18). If the King of Kings can
get only a 1 in 10 response of thanks, how can we expect more from others? Better to do our deeds to honor God and serve others
than to do them to collect gratitude. May the grace of God be seen in us even when our kind acts go unappreciated.By Randy

Kilgore (Our Daily Bread. Copyright RBC Ministries, Grand Rapids. MIl. — Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved)

Lord, we like to be recognized for the things we do. Help us to remember that we are not owed any recognition or thanks but that we
owe You a lifetime of gratitude for the salvation You offer through Jesus.

Let your light so shine before men, that they may . . . glorify your Father in heaven. —Matthew 5:16

The Greatness Of Gratitude
Read: Luke 17:11-19
One of them, when he saw that he was healed, returned, and with a loud voice glorified God. —Luke 17:15

Jesus was on His way to Jerusalem when ten lepers approached Him. Standing at a distance, as lepers were required to do, they
called to Him: “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” (Luke 17:13).

When Jesus saw them, He commanded, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” And as they journeyed, they were healed.

One of them, when he saw that he was healed, came back, threw himself at Jesus’ feet, and thanked Him. “Where are the nine?”
Jesus asked. Good question.

Jesus referred to the grateful man as a Samaritan - an outsider - perhaps to underscore His saying that “the sons of this world are
more shrewd . . . than the sons of light” (Lk 16:8). The word translated “shrewd” means “thoughtful.” Sometimes people of the world
have better manners than Jesus’ followers do. (ED: BUT THIS RESPONSE WAS MORE THAN MANNERS. IT WAS EVIDENCE OF
A CHANGED HEART!)

In the busyness of life, we may forget to give thanks. Someone has done something for us-given a gift, performed a task, delivered
a timely sermon, provided a word of counsel or comfort. But we fail to say thanks. Has someone done something for you this week?
Give that friend a call or send a thank-you note. After all, “Love has good manners” (1 Corinthians 13:5 Phillips). By David H.

Roper (Our Daily Bread. Copyright RBC Ministries, Grand Rapids. MI. — Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved)

We thank You, Lord, for blessings
You give us on our way;

May we for these be grateful,

And praise You every day. -Roworth

We don't need more to be thankful for-we just need to be more thankful.

Why Me?
Read: Luke 17:11-19
One of them, when he saw that he was healed, returned, and with a loud voice glorified God. —Luke 17:15

A few years ago, an unkempt, poorly adjusted youth named Tim (not his real name) was converted to Christ in an evangelistic
crusade. A few days later, still unkempt but bathed in the love of Christ, he was sent to my home so that | could help him find a good
church. And so it was that he began attending mine.

Though Tim needed and received much loving help in personal grooming and basic social graces, one characteristic has remained
unchanged—his untamed love for his Savior.
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One Sunday after church Tim rushed to my side, looking somewhat perplexed. He lamented, “Why me? | keep asking myself, why
me?” Oh, no, | thought, he’s become another complaining Christian. Then with arms outstretched, he went on to say, “Out of all the
people in the world who are greater and smarter than | am, why did God choose me?” With that he joyfully clapped his hands.

Over the years I've heard many Christians, including myself, ask “Why me?” during tough times. But Tim is the first one I've heard
ask that question when talking about God’s blessings. Many were converted the same night as Tim, but | wonder how many among
them have humbly asked, “Why me?” May we ask it often. By Joanie Yoder (Our Daily Bread, Copyright RBC Ministries. Grand
Rapids, MI. — Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved)

| know not why God’s wondrous grace
To me He hath made known;

Nor why, unworthy, Christ in love
Redeemed me for His own.

—Whittle

Gratitude should be a continuous attitude, not an occasional incident.

Luke 17:16 and he fell on his face at His feet, giving thanks to Him. And he was a Samaritan.

KJV Luke 17:16 And fell down on his face at his feet, giving him thanks: and he was a Samaritan.

= he fell on his face at His feet Luke 5:8; Genesis 17:3; Matthew 2:11; Mark 5:33; John 5:23; Acts 10:25,26; Revelation 4:10;
5:14; Revelation 19:4,5,10

= And he was a Samaritan Luke 9:52-56; 10:32-35; John 4:9,21,22,39-42; 8:48; Acts 1:8; 8:5-25

= Luke 17 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

= Luke 17:11-19 How to Respond to God’s Blessings- Steven Cole
= Luke 17:11-19 Ten Men Healed, One Man Saved- John MacArthur

THE SAMARITAN
WORSHIPS JESUS

And he fell on his face at His feet- The healed man is still praising God as he fell on his face at the feet of Jesus. It follows that in
effect he is glorifying Jesus as God! And notice that Jesus did not tell him notto fall down before Him. In this case Jesus received
the healed man's worship. The verb for fell is pipto used by Matthew to describe the "wise men" who 'fell (pipto) to the ground
and worshiped (proskuneo)" the newborn Jesus. In Mt 4:9 Satan tempted Jesus declaring "“All these things | will give You, if Youfall
down (pipto) and worship (proskuneo) me.” In Rev 5:14 John writes "the four living creatures kept saying, “Amen.” And the elders
fell down (pipto) and worshiped (proskuneo)" before the Lamb and Him Who sits on the throne. In Rev 19:4 "the twenty-four elders
and the four living creatures fell down (pipto) and worshiped (proskuneo) God." So clearly falling down before God is associated
with worship of God, leaving no doubt that the healed leper was worshiping Jesus as God.

MacArthur on glorifying God with a loud voice...fell on his face - This is Luke's way of expressing the idea of great emotion; it
just burst forth in a loud voice. The healed leper comes back at the top of his lungs glorifying God, signifying that he knew from
where the power to heal had come. He knew who had healed him and he knew Jesus was more than a mere man and so he fell on
his face at His feet and worships Him....He knew he was in the presence of God. (Ten Men Healed. One Man Saved)

Spurgeon on fell on his face - When | read these words just now, | thought, that is where | would like to be, and that is what | would
like to do, all my life, to fall down, “at his feet, giving him thanks.” (Luke 17 - exposition)

Perhaps the 9 thought they were going to worship God when they got to the Temple but asMacArthur points out "God doesn't dwell
in that temple. God hadn't been in that temple in a long, long time. Ichabod was written on that temple long ago when the glory
departed. That was an apostate temple and an apostate form of religion. And that's why Jesus said to the Samaritan woman,
"“Woman, believe Me, an hour is coming when neither in this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 22 “You
worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 “But an hour is coming, and now is,
when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His worshipers. 24“God is
spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.” (John 4:21-24)...Most significantly this healed leper knew where
to worship God,, i.e., where God really dwelt...which was in Jesus Christ. He was the real temple, the true temple of God (cf John
2:19-21). He recognizes that wherever the compassion of God is, that is where God is, that wherever the power of God is, that is
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where God is and wherever the grace of God is, that is where God is....God doesn't dwell in Jerusalem, He dwells in Jesus. And he
knows it. And he also knows that God offers more than just a physical healing. That is only a temporal detail. He returns not just to
be thankful for a healing but to seek what his soul really desired and needed, that is salvation. How do | know that? Because that's
exactly what Jesus gave him (see Lk 17:19+)."

Giving thanks (eucharisteo) to Him. And he was a Samaritan- He shows no restraint in his thanksgiving. This verb is in
the present tense, signifying that the leper was overflowing with thanksgiving to Jesus, the source of the gift of healing from
leprosy. Thanksgiving expresses what ought never to be absent from any of our devotions. We should always be ready to express
our grateful acknowledgement to God for His past mercies. A Samaritan associating the other 9 who were presumably Jews was an
association borne out of necessity for they were all untouchables and outcasts. The Samaritans were descendants of colonists
whom the Assyrian kings planted in Palestine after the fall of the Northern Kingdom in 722 B.C. They were despised by the Jews
because of their mixed Gentile blood and their different worship, which centered at Mount Gerizim (Jn 4:20-22).

Spurgeon on he was a Samaritan- Ah, me! nine of the seed of Israel were ungrateful, and only one poor outcast Gentile was
grateful to the Lord for the miracle of healing that had been wrought....One of those off-casts and out-casts that the Jews would not
own, — one of the men that they said were of a mongrel breed, — only half Israelite and half idolater. “O grace, it is thy want, Into
unlikeliest hearts to come!” (Luke 17 - exposition)

MacArthur on Samaritans - According to John 4:9 the Jews had no dealings with the Samaritans, they hated each other.
Samaritans had intermarried with Gentiles and from a Jewish standpoint polluted their race, polluted their religion. They had a
strange, hybrid religion on Mount Gerizim and were despised by the Jews who had no relationships with them. Surely no one would
expect God to heal a Samaritan.

Spurgeon - He was probably the only one out of the ten that was a Samaritan. Though Jews and Samaritans did not usually agree,
yet, as sorrow brings a man strange bedfellows, so in this case, these partners in a general sorrow forgot their sectarianism, and
were blended into one sad company. Now that they were all healed, only one felt true gratitude to God, and to his Benefactor: “and
he was a Samaritan.” It is very singular to notice that Luke tells us that this man glorified God “with a loud voice.” We have
sometimes heard complaints that, at certain revival meetings, the singing was very loud and there was even shouting. Let the
converts shout, brother, let them stout! They have good reason to shout, for Christ has made them whole. We have a great deal too
much of respectable death about us, let us have a little even noisy life. | would sooner by half hear the praises of God shouted with
a loud voice, than hear the mockery of praise in a tone that is scarcely to be heard, while some machine grinds out music to God’s
glory, and men forget to sing or are drowned in loud bursts of wind from the instrument. Do not be ashamed to let it be known that
you are saved. Praise the Lord with all your might; and, if they say that you are excited, tell them that you are, and that you wonder if
anybody could help being excited if he had been healed of leprosy or had his sins forgiven. But, at the same time, note the humility
as well as the zeal of this man: he “fell down on his face at his feet.” | would like to see more of this action. In some revivals, there is
plenty of shouting, but very little falling down on the face at Christ’s feet. Oh, for deep prostration of spirit, a humble waiting upon
God, a gracious, tender confession of thanks to him for all that he has done for poor leprous sinners! (Luke 17 - exposition)

Resources:

= Who were the Samaritans?
= Wikipedia Samaritans

= Hastings' Dictionary of the NT Samaria, Samaritans
= Holman Bible Dictionary Samaria, Samaritans

= Hastings' Dictionary of the Bible Samaritans

= International Standard Bible Encyclopedia Samaritans
« Kitto Biblical Cyclopedia Samaritans

= The Jewish Encyclopedia Samaritans

Giving thanks (2168)(eucharisteo from eucharistos = thankful, grateful, well-pleasing - Indicates the obligation of being thankful to
someone for a favor done <> in turn from et = well + charizomai = to grant, give.; English - Eucharist) means to show that one is
under obligation by being thankful. To show oneself as grateful (most often to God in the NT). Eucharisteo is a word that at its very
core (eu = good + charis = grace) means to acknowledge how good grace is!

Luke 17:17 Then Jesus answered and said, “Were there not ten cleansed? But the nine—~where are they?

KJV Luke 17:17 And Jesus answering said, Were there not ten cleansed? but where are the nine?
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= But the nine—where are they Genesis 3:9; Psalms 106:13; John 8:7-10; Romans 1:21
= Luke 17 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

= Luke 17:11-19 How to Respond to God’s Blessings- Steven Cole
= Luke 17:11-19 Ten Men Healed, One Man Saved- John MacArthur

GRATEFUL HEART
OF ONE MAN

Were there not ten cleansed (katharizo) ? But the nine—-where are they? - Both of these questions are rhetorical (for effect)
because Jesus knew the answers. The third rhetorical question is in the following verse. The first question expects an affirmative
answer. It was as if Jesus was saying "There were 10 lepers cleansed, weren't there?"

Henry Morris on the nine - The Lord takes note of both those who thank Him and those who do not (compare Luke 7:44-46). He
actually seeks those who will worship him (John 4:23).  (Borrow The Defender's Study Bible)

Luke 17:18 “Was no one found who returned to give glory to God, except this foreigner?”

KJV Luke 17:18 There are not found that returned to give glory to God, save this stranger.

= to give Ps 29:1,2; 50:23; 106:13; Isaiah 42:12; Revelation 14:7
= except Matthew 8:10,12; 15:24-28; 19:30; 20:16
= Luke 17 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

= Luke 17:11-19 How to Respond to God’s Blessings- Steven Cole
= Luke 17:11-19 Ten Men Healed, One Man Saved- John MacArthur

Was no one found who returned (hupostrepho), to give glory (doxa) to God, except this foreigner (allogenes) - Jesus must
have asked this question with a note of sadness. Jesus called him a foreigner because he was not Jewish. What a testimony against
the Jews that here and in the story in Luke 10:33+, the only one that responded in a godly manner was a despised half-breed
Samaritan. "Often those who are thought to be the worst of people turn out the best. Many of the most precious pearls have been
found in the deepest sea; and some of the most grateful hearts have been discovered among those who were most immersed in sin
and error." (Spurgeon) The failure of the 9 Jews to return and give thanks and worship Jesus reminds us of John's words in

"He (Jesus) came to His own (the Jews), and those who were His own did not receive Him (did not believe in
him like this Samaritan had done). 12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become
children of God, even to those who believe in His name, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the
flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. (John 1:11-134+)

Henry Morris - The one thankful ex-leper was a Samaritan (Luke 17:16), just as was the caring traveler in Jesus' parable of the
good Samaritan (Luke 10:33). Jesus also went out of His way to speak to the Samaritan woman at the well (John 4:9) and to
instruct His apostles to witness to the Samaritans as well as to the Jews (Acts 1:8). (Borrow The Defender's Study Bible)

The only one who returned to Jesus was aforeigner, who Paul would classify with the Gentiles writing "Therefore remember that
formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are called “Uncircumcision” by the so-called “Circumcision,” which is performed in the
flesh by human hands— 12 remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel,
and strangers (xenos) to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. (Eph 2:11-12+)

Glory (1391) doxa from dokeo = to think) in simple terms means to give a proper opinion or estimate of something. Glory
is something that is a source of honor, fame, or admiration. It describes renown, a thing that is beautiful, impressive, or worthy of
praise. It follows that the glory of God expresses all that He is in His Being and in His nature, character, power and acts. He is
glorified when He is allowed to be seen as He really is. To be where God is will be glory. To be what God intended will be glory. To
do what God purposed will be glory.

Doxa in Luke and Acts - Lk. 2:9; Lk. 2:14; Lk. 2:32; Lk. 4:6; Lk. 9:26; Lk. 9:31; Lk. 9:32; Lk. 12:27; Lk. 14:10;
Lk. 17:18; Lk. 19:38; Lk. 21:27; Lk. 24:26; Acts 7:2; Acts 7:55; Acts 12:23; Acts 22:11

Foreigner (241)(allogenes from allos = another of a different kind + genos = race) means foreign, alien, of another race, kinship


https://bible.org/seriespage/lesson-79-how-respond-god-s-blessings-luke-1711-19
http://www.gty.org/library/sermons-library/42-220
https://archive.org/details/defendersstudybi0000morr
https://bible.org/seriespage/lesson-79-how-respond-god-s-blessings-luke-1711-19
http://www.gty.org/library/sermons-library/42-220
https://www.preceptaustin.org/spurgeons-verse-exposition-luke#17
http://www.preceptaustin.org/john_111_commentary
https://archive.org/details/defendersstudybi0000morr
https://www.preceptaustin.org/hebrews_1113-16#s
http://www.studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=1391
https://www.preceptaustin.org/romans_818-39#g
http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=241
http://www.preceptaustin.org/acts-17-commentary#children

group. Allogenes or “foreigner,” was written on the outer wall of the temple forbidding any foreigner from access to the Temple
precincts, the areas only allowed for the Jews. There was a Court of the Gentiles, but the non-Jews could not go anywhere beyond
that barrier. This is the only use (Hapax legomenon)

Luke 17:19 And He said to him, “Stand up and go; your faith has made you well.”

BGT Luke 17:19 kot € eV & T - VOOT G TTOPE OU- TT OTIC OOU O OWK V O€.
KJV Luke 17:19 And he said unto him, Arise, go thy way: thy faith hath made thee whole.
NET Luke 17:19 Then he said to the man, "Get up and go your way. Your faith has made you well."
CSB Luke 17:19 And He told him, "Get up and go on your way. Your faith has made you well."
ESV Luke 17:19 And he said to him, "Rise and go your way; your faith has made you well."
NIV Luke 17:19 Then he said to him, "Rise and go; your faith has made you well."
NLT Luke 17:19 And Jesus said to the man, "Stand up and go. Your faith has healed you. "
NRS Luke 17:19 Then he said to him, "Get up and go on your way; your faith has made you well."
YLT Luke 17:19 and he said to him, 'Having risen, be going on, thy faith hath saved thee.'
GWN Luke 17:19 Jesus told the man, "Get up, and go home! Your faith has made you well."
NKJ Luke 17:19 And He said to him, "Arise, go your way. Your faith has made you well."
NAB Luke 17:19 Then he said to him, "Stand up and go; your faith has saved you."
MIT Luke 17:19 He said to the Samaritan, "Arise and go. Your faith delivered you."
NJB Luke 17:19 And he said to the man, 'Stand up and go on your way. Your faith has saved you.'
ASV Luke 17:19 And he said unto him, Arise, and go thy way: thy faith hath made thee whole.
DBY Luke 17:19 And he said to him, Rise up and go thy way: thy faith has made thee well.
BBE Luke 17:19 And he said to him, Get up, and go on your way; your faith has made you well.
NAS Luke 17:19 And He said to him, "Rise, and go your way; your faith has made you well."
NIRV Luke 17:19 Then Jesus said to him, "Get up and go. Your faith has healed you."
RSV Luke 17:19 And he said to him, "Rise and go your way; your faith has made you well."
RWB Luke 17:19 And he said to him, Arise, go thy way: thy faith hath made thee well.
WEB Luke 17:19 And he said to him, Arise, depart: thy faith hath made thee whole.

= Your faith Luke 7:50; 8:48; 18:42; Matthew 9:22; Mark 5:34; 10:52

= Luke 17 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

= Luke 17:11-19 How to Respond to God’s Blessings- Steven Cole
= Luke 17:11-19 Ten Men Healed. One Man Saved- John MacArthur

SAVING FAITH

And He said to him, “Stand up and go; your faith (pistis) has made you well (sozo)-- Faith (pistis) describes belief directed
toward a person or thing, in this case conviction or belief that Jesus was the Messiah. We see this same sense in Mt 9:2 "And they
brought to Him a paralytic lying on a bed. Seeing their faith, Jesus said to the paralytic, “Take courage, son; your sins are forgiven.
(cf Mt 9:6)” In Luke 5:20 Jesus "Seeing their (to those lowering the paralyzed man to Jesus - Lk 5:19) faith, He said, “Friend, your
sins are forgiven you.” And note this man had the same reaction as the leper "And at once he rose up before them, and took up
what he had been lying on, and went home, glorifying God." (Lk 5:25+)

The English translation of made well misses a critical truth in this section. Why? Because all 10 were made well physically, but only
one was made well spiritually! In Luke 17:15 the verb is iaomai which in the context speaks of physical healing. But here in Lk 17:19
the verb is sozo which clearly speaks of spiritual healing. In short, the Samaritan has been saved by grace throughfaith (Eph 2:8-
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9). It is interesting that most of the modern versions (NAS, NIV, ESV, NLT, CSB, NET) while translating "made you well" also have a
marginal note "has saved you." Admittedly, there are some contexts in which sozo can mean something less than salvation, but in
this context it is obvious that Luke is describing salvation. It is also notable that sozo is in the perfect tense, signifying action in the

past with continuing or abiding effect.

MacArthur on your faith - You see in this man trust and gratitude and humility and commitment and love and praise and worship, all
components of a faith that's way beyond the other nine. It's a faith that embraces Jesus as God, as Lord. It's a faith that bows
humbly in recognition of one's lowliness in His presence. It's a faith that Jesus says saves.

Morris on made you well (KJV = Made thee whole) - the one leper was made whole; the other nine were cleansed outwardly, but
the grateful Samaritan had saving faith and was healed inwardly also. (Borrow The Defender's Study Bible)

Spurgeon on made thee whole - Christ uses the word “whole” in an emphatic sense: “Not only thy body, but thy soul also is made
whole, and thou art holy from this day.” There is a wonderful connection between these two words “whole” and “holy.” A holy man is
a whole man, and he who is not holy is unsound, and not whole in the sight of God. The Lord make us wholly holy for Christ’'s sake!
Amen. May the Lord Jesus thus speak to many a poor, leprous sinner here tonight! “Arise, go thy way: thy faith hath made thee
whole.” (Luke 17 - exposition)

MacArthur feels the other 9 that were healed and did not return wereillustrative of the Jews in general writing that "the ungrateful
nine illustrate the general attitude of the Jews, we'll take everything You give, we'll take all the benefits, we'll take all the miracles,
just don't expect worship. The one Samaritan is a picture of the outcasts, the remnant, the ten percent, like Isaiah 6:13, the tenth that
will believe (see doctrine of the remnant). The grateful Samaritan is a picture of the outcasts who believed in Jesus. This was like
the Samaritan woman in John 4:1-30, might be Jews who were tax collectors and sinners, the riff-raff, the scum, the thugs, the
lowlifes, the prostitutes who surrounded Jesus and of whom He said He had come to call the sinners not the righteous (Lk
5:32+). Everybody heard the message. Everybody enjoyed the benefit of Jesus' power. Everybody basked in the wonder of His
teaching and His miracles. But only a few came, fell at His feet, glorified Him as God, worshiped Him, humbled themselves, and
offered Him thanks. The majority, they were the takers. Only as small group gave Him worship. The majority were content with
"fixing their life up," being content with that which was temporal, unconcerned about the eternal. Only a small group wanted Him to
change their souls and transform their hearts. So the warning is that you can experience the goodness and common grace of God,
as does the whole world. God makes the sun rise on all of us, the rain to fall on the just and the unjust (Acts 24:15KJV+). He is good
to all men. You can be blessed by God in an earthly sense. You can be even blessed to hear the stories of Jesus and Gospel truth
but then say I'll take what | get. I'll take my life because | like it the way it is. God gave it to me, so yes | will thank God for it. We
hear people say that all the time -- thank God that I'm healthy, thank God that | have my children, thank God for my job, etc. But you
can thank God and still walk away right into eternal hell. Or you can come back and fall on your face before Jesus Christ and
embrace Him as your Master and Savior." (Ten Men Healed, One Man Saved)

Faith (4102) pistis is synonymous with trust or belief and is the conviction of the truth of anything, but in Scripture usually speaks of
belief respecting man's relationship to God and divine things, generally with the included idea of trust and holy fervor born of faith

and joined with it. Note that this discussion of pistis is only an overview and not a detailed treatise of this vitally important subject.
Those interested are directed to respected, conservative books on systematic theology for more in depth discussion (pistis =
noun, pistos = adjective, pisteuo = verb)

Grudem - Saving faith is trust in Jesus Christ as a living person for forgiveness of sins and for eternal life with
God. This definition emphasizes that saving faith is not just a belief in facts but personal trust in Jesus to save
me... The definition emphasizes personal trust in Christ, not just belief in facts about Christ. Because saving
faith in Scripture involves this personal trust, the word "trust" is a better word to use in contemporary culture
than the word "faith" or "belief." The reason is that we can "believe" something to be true with no personal
commitment or dependence involved in it. (Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine also
online is an excellent, uncompromising, imminently readable resource for the lay person. Go to Chapter 35 on
page 616 of the pdf for discussion of the vital question "What is saving faith?")

It has well been said that faith is not believing in spite of evidence—that’s superstition—but obeying in spite of
circumstances and consequences.

As pistis relates to God, it is the conviction that God exists and is the Creator and Ruler of all things well as
the Provider and Bestower of eternal salvation through Christ. As faith relates to Christ it represents a strong
and welcome conviction or belief that Jesus is the Messiah, through Whom we obtain eternal salvation and
entrance into the Kingdom of Heaven. Stated another way, eternal salvation comes only through belief in
Jesus Christ and no other way.
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Swindoll on pistis - This word denotes confidence in the reliability of a person or thing and can describe
one’s trust in a person’s word, a compact or treaty, or a deity (or deities). The term implies both knowledge
and action. One may receive knowledge of a certain truth and may even offer verbal agreement, but “trust” or
“confidence” is not said to be present until one’s behavior reflects that truth. In the Hellenistic period, this word
came to connote the conviction that gods do exist and are active. The Greeks worshiped and feared their
gods, but they did not have a relationship with them. NT readers, however, would also have known the word
from the Septuagint (the Greek translation of the Old Testament), where it—and related words, like pisteuo,
“to believe,” “to accept as truth,” “to commit one’s trust’—is linked to the relationship with Israel’'s covenant-
keeping God. For the Jew, and therefore the Christian, pistis became a description of the means by which

” .

someone relates to God—so much so that the participial form came to designate members of the church as
“believers” (e.g., Acts 2:44; 4:32; 5:14). (Insights on Luke)

Made you well (4982) (s0zo) has the basic meaning of rescuing one from great peril. Additional nuances include to protect, keep
alive, preserve life, deliver, heal, be made whole. Sozo is sometimes used of physical deliverance from danger of perishing (see Mt
8:25; Mt 14:30; Lk 23:35; Acts 27:20, 27:31), physical healing from sickness (Mt 9:21, 22; Mk 5:23, Acts 4:9), and deliverance from
demonic possession (Lk 8:36). More often sozo refers to salvation in a spiritual sense as illustrated in the following passages:
Matthew recorded the angel's conversation with Joseph declaring "She (Mary) will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus,
for it is He who will save (sozo) His people from their sins." (Mt 1:21+) In Mt 1:21 sozo is equated with deliverance from sins (guilt
and power of) with Jesus' Name being a transliteration of Joshua meaning "Jehovah is salvation".

In Mt 9:22 we see sozo translated as in Luke 17:19 " But Jesus turning and seeing her said, “Daughter, take courage; yourfaith has
made you well (s0zo).” At once the woman was made well (s0zo)."

Luke's other uses of sozo...

Luke 7:48-50 Then He said to her, “Your sins have been forgiven.” 49 Those who were reclining at the table
with Him began to say to themselves, “Who is this man who even forgives sins?” And He said to the woman,
“Your faith has saved (s0zo) you; go in peace.”

Luke 8:12 “Those beside the road are those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes away the word
from their heart, so that they will not believe and be saved (s0zo0).

Luke 8:36 Those who had seen it reported to them how the man who was demon-possessedhad been made
well (s0z0).

Luke 8:48 And He said to her, “Daughter, yourfaith has made you well (sozo); go in peace.”

Luke 8:50 But when Jesus heard this, He answered him, “Do not be afraid any longer; onlybelieve, and she
will be made well (sozo).”

Luke 9:24 “For whoever wishes to save (sozo) his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake, he is
the one who will save (so0zo) it.

Luke 9:56 for the Son of Man did not come to destroy men’s lives, butto save (sozo) them.”] And they went
on to another village.

Luke 13:23 And someone said to Him, “Lord, are there just a few whoare being saved (sozo) ?” And He

said to them,

Luke 18:26 They who heard it said, “Then who can besaved (s0z0)?”

Luke 18:42 And Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight; yourfaith has made you well (s0z0).”
Luke 19:10 “For the Son of Man has come to seek andto save (sozo) that which was lost.”

Luke 23:35 And the people stood by, looking on. And even the rulers were sneering at Him, saying, “He
saved (sozo) others; let Him save (sozo) Himself if this is the Christ of God, His Chosen One.”

Luke 23:37 and saying, “If You are the King of the Jews,save (s0zo) Yourself!”

Luke 23:39 One of the criminals who were hanged there was hurling abuse at Him, saying, “Are You not the
Christ? Save (sozo) Yourself and us!” (cf Lk 23:40-42, 43)

Luke's uses of sozo in Acts- Acts 2:21; Acts 2:40; Acts 2:47; Acts 4:9; Acts 4:12; Acts 11:14; Acts 14:9;
Acts 15:1; Acts 15:11; Acts 16:30; Acts 16:31; Acts 27:20; Acts 27:31
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Luke 17:20 Now having been questioned by the Pharisees as to when the kingdom of God was coming, He answered them
and said, “The kingdom of God is not coming with signs to be observed;

KJV Luke 17:20 And when he was demanded of the Pharisees, when the kingdom of God should come, he answered them and
said, The kingdom of God cometh not with observation:

= when the kingdom of God was comingLuke 10:11; 16:16; 19:11; Acts 1:6,7

= with signs to be observed Luke 17:23,24; Daniel 2:44; Zechariah 4:6; John 18:36
= Luke 17 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

= Luke 17:20-37 The Present and Future Kingdom - Steven Cole

= Luke 17:20-21 The Invisible Kingdom of God, Part 1- John MacArthur

= Luke 17:20-21 The Invisible Kingdom of God, Part 2- John MacArthur

Related Passages:

Luke 6:20; And turning His gaze toward His disciples, He began to say, “Blessed are you who are poor, for
yours is the kingdom of God.

Luke 11:20 “But if | cast out demons by the finger of God, then thekingdom of God has come upon you.

WHEN IS THE
KINGDOM OF GOD COMING?

Now having been questioned by the Pharisees as to when the kingdom of God was coming- This is not a bad question,
although it originates in this case from a group of men who are generally bad! The Jews in general were looking for the Kingdom of
God. They knew it was coming from the Old Testament and from the rabbim had taught. And as MacArthur says they were all
"premillennialists!" And why would they ask Jesus about the timing of the Kingdom of God? One reason of course is because He
had repeatedly made reference to the Kingdom of God (Kingdom of Heaven) As with all who do not have spiritual eyes to see, the
Pharisees missed the fact that the kingdom had already come in the sense that the King was present.

Steven Cole - We can’t be sure whether the Pharisees were questioning Jesus in a hostile sense or not. Given their track record,
they may well have been asking skeptically, “When is the kingdom coming?” The general Jewish belief was that the kingdom of God
would begin with a bang, with a powerful Messiah establishing His rule in Israel and delivering the nation from her enemies. But here
is this carpenter from nowhere with His ragtag band of fishermen, and there is no sign that He is going to defeat the Romans and
usher in the glorious new age. Sure, there were some miracles, but where is the clear evidence that He is establishing His kingdom

rule? (The Present and Future Kingdom)

And so it is as if the Pharisees were saying "Okay, you have been talking about the Kingdom of God. We are ready for it to come.
When is it coming? You have not done any of the signs that we have been taught that would accompany the coming of the Kingdom
of God!"

In Luke 19:11 we read of their expectation that the Messiah was going to inaugurate the Kingdom of God on earth -

"While they were listening to these things, Jesus went on to tell a parable, because He was near Jerusalem,
and they supposed that the kingdom of God was going to appear immediately." (See in depth comments
on the Kingdom of God in notes on Lk 19:11+).

This was the prevalent Jewish expectation (or at least certainly their hope) in Jesus' day -- the Kingdom of God was going to
appear immediately. And this expectation explains the events that accompanied His "Triumphal Entry" (see significance of this entry)
into Jerusalem described by the writers of the Gospels.

Matthew recorded...This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: 5 “SAY TO THE DAUGHTER OF ZION,
‘BEHOLD YOUR KING IS COMING TO YOU, GENTLE, AND MOUNTED ON A DONKEY, EVEN ON A COLT, THE FOAL OF A
BEAST OF BURDEN.” 6 The disciples went and did just as Jesus had instructed them, 7 and brought the donkey and the colt, and
laid their coats on them; and He sat on the coats. 8 Most of the crowd spread their coats in the road, and others were cutting
branches from the trees and spreading them in the road. 9 The crowds going ahead of Him, and those who followed, were shouting,
“Hosanna to the Son of David; BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD;Hosanna (Save us now) in the
highest!” 10When He had entered Jerusalem, all the city was stirred, saying, “Who is this?” 11 And the crowds were saying, “This is
the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth in Galilee.” (Mt 21:4-11)
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Luke recorded

They brought it to Jesus, and they threw their coats on the colt and put Jesus on it. 36 As He was going, they
were spreading their coats on the road. 37 As soon as He was approaching, near the descent of the Mount of
Olives, the whole crowd of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the miracles
which they had seen, 38 shouting: “BLESSED IS THE KING WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD;
Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Him, “Teacher,
rebuke Your disciples.” 40 But Jesus answered, ‘I tell you, if these become silent, the stones will cry out!” 41
When He approached Jerusalem, He saw the city and wept over it, (Lk 19:35-41-note)

Matthew quotes Zechariah's prophecy that Israel's King was coming (Zechariah 9:9), but notice He was coming on a donkey not on
a white horse like a conquering general. He will come that way the Second Time (Rev 19:11-16), but not in His first Coming. But the
Jews for the most part did not see Messiah's two comings! Luke's version emphasizes that the Jews welcomed Jesus as King Who
would establish the Kingdom of God.

Having been questioned (1905)(eperotao from epi = an intens. + erotao = to ask, inquire of, beg of) in the
NT means "to interrogate, inquire" (Zodhiates).

Friberg says eperotao means (1) of inquiry in general ask, put a question, inquire (Mk 9.32, 33); (2) as a legal
technical term interrogate, examine, question (Acts 5.27); (3) as seeking to know God ask after, desire to know
(Ro 10.20); (4) as making a request for something ask for, demand (Mt 16.1)

Gilbrant on eperotao - In classical Greek usage eperotao (from epi + erotad) means “to consult or put a
question to someone.” In later Greek it is a more technical term used for asking a formal question either at a
meeting or in the process of making a contract or accepting the terms of a treaty. In Greek religion eperotad
means “to put a question or a request to a god” (cf. Bauer). The Septuagint uses eperdtad to translate sha’al,
“to ask.” It occurs most generally in the historical books (e.g., 2 Sa 2:1; 1 Chr 10:13; cf. Jer 21:2).In the New
Testament eperdtad is used 56 times and is most frequently found in Mark. It carries the basic sense of “to
ask,” but three nuances of meaning are found: (1) asking or seeking after something, like a sign (Matthew
16:1; Romans 10:20); (2) probing someone for something, such as the judicial examination (with investigation)
and counterquestioning that the Pharisees used with Jesus (Mt 22:35: Mk 12:28); (3) approaching an authority
for answers (Luke 2:46; 9:45; 1 Corinthians 14:35). Eperotad may indicate intensity since it can mean
“demanding” rather than just “asking” (erotad). Thus erdtad is translated “to pray,” but eperotad is

not. (Complete Biblical Library)

Eperotao - 55x in 55v - ask(5), ask...question(1), ask...questions(1), asked(14), asked...a question(1),
asking(2), asking...questions(1), question(3), questioned(18), questioning(9). Matt. 12:10; Matt. 16:1; Matt.
17:10; Matt. 22:23; Matt. 22:35; Matt. 22:41; Matt. 22:46; Matt. 27:11; Mk. 5:9; Mk. 7:5; Mk. 7:17; Mk. 8:23;
Mk. 8:27; Mk. 8:29; Mk. 9:11; Mk. 9:16; Mk. 9:21; Mk. 9:28; Mk. 9:32; Mk. 9:33; Mk. 10:2; Mk. 10:10; Mk.
10:17; Mk. 11:29; Mk. 12:18; Mk. 12:28; Mk. 12:34; Mk. 13:3; Mk. 14:60; Mk. 14:61; Mk. 15:2; Mk. 15:4; Mk.
15:44; Lk. 2:46; Lk. 3:10; Lk. 3:14; Lk. 6:9; Lk. 8:9; Lk. 8:30; Lk. 9:18; Lk. 17:20; Lk. 18:18; Lk. 18:40; Lk.
20:21; Lk. 20:28; Lk. 20:40; Lk. 21:7; Lk. 22:64; Lk. 23:6; Lk. 23:9; Jn. 18:7; Acts 5:27; Acts 23:34; Rom.
10:20; 1 Co. 14:35

Eperotao - 74 verses Ge 24:23; Ge 26:7; Ge 38:21; Ge 43:7; Nu 23:3; Nu 23:15; Nu 27:21; Dt. 4:32; Dt.
18:11; Dt. 32:7; Jos. 9:14; Jdg. 1:1; Jdg. 8:14; Jdg. 18:5; Jdg. 20:18; Jdg. 20:23; Jdg. 20:27; Jdg. 20:28; 1
Sa9:9;1Sa10:22;1 Sa 14:37; 1 Sa 23:2; 1 Sa 28:6; 1 Sa 28:16; 1 Sa 30:8; 2 Sa 2:1; 2 Sa 5:23;2 Sa 11:7; 2
Sa 14:18; 2 Sa 16:23; 2 Sa 20:18; 1 Ki. 12:24; 1 Ki. 22:5; 1 Ki. 22:7; 1 Ki. 22:8; 2 Ki. 1:2; 2 Ki. 8:6; 1 Chr.
10:13; Job 8:8; Job 12:7; Ps. 137:3; Prov. 17:28; Eccl. 7:10; Isa. 19:3; Isa. 30:2; Isa. 65:1; Jer. 21:2; Jer. 30:14;
Ezek. 14:7; Ezek. 14:10; Ezek. 20:1; Ezek. 20:3; Ezek. 21:21; Da 2:10; Da 2:11; Da 2:27; Hos. 4:12; Hag.
2:11; Zech. 4:4; Zech. 4:12

He answered them and said, “The kingdom of God is not coming with signs to be observed- At first hearing, this statement
might seem confusing because clearly Jesus did many signs and wonders as described by all four Gospel writers. But these were
not the signs the Pharisees (or the nation as a whole) were looking for -- they were looking for signs in the heavens, cataclysmic
signs, great signs about which their OT prophecies had written, signs that would precede the establishment of the Kingdom of God
on earth. To fully grasp what the Pharisees were asking and what Jesus answered you must understand the context, specifically the
eschatological beliefs of the Jews of the first century. As described below John MacArthur summarizes this eschatological context.
The point of Jesus' reply to the Pharisees is that they had wrongly interpreted the OT eschatology, especially regarding earth
shaking signs. Yes, the Kingdom had come (the King was present) but it was a spiritual kingdom and not a visible kingdom and that
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is what the Pharisees and most of the Jews missed.

John MacArthur describes what the first century Jews (not just the Pharisees but the nation as a whole) were expecting in the
future for the nation of Israel. It is especially notable that they were looking for and expecting a visible Kingdom of God. "And with
Jesus' repeated mentions of the Kingdom and the phrase the Kingdom of God, the Jews were hoping that He would bring in the
Kingdom. Notice how several times they try to crown Him king. Why did they do this? Because they thought from His words and
actions that He was the King of the visible Kingdom they were looking for. And of course they were correct that Jesus was the
King, but they did not understand that first He had to be received by faith as King of their hearts, King of an invisible, internal
Kingdom. And recall His triumphal entry into Jerusalem on His last week of life. Because they expected the imminent establishment
of the Kingdom of God, the Jewish crowds were shouting "BLESSED ISTHE KING WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD"
(Lk 19:37-note) The Jews thought that this was His coronation, and when they realized it was not, they called for His crucifixion (Lk
23:21-note)." (Bolding added)

Kingdom (932)(basileia from basileus = a sovereign, king, monarch) denotes sovereignty, royal power,
dominion. Basileia can also refer to the territory or people over whom a king rules. Matthew used the
synonymous phrase the Kingdom of Heaven (32x) probably to appeal to the Jews who refused to say the
Name of God, as an way to convey their sense of unworthiness.

Observed (3907)(parateresis from para = beside + térésis = custody, keeping, observance) means close
observation, attentive watching (as with one's eyes) or scrutiny. It was used in classic Greek of physicians
carefully watching symptoms of a disease, of astronomers observing the motion of heavenly objects, or of a
soldier’s surveillance of untrustworthy hostages (Liddell-Scotf). In a related sense the term is used of the
careful observance of rules or commandments (Moulton-Milligan).

Wiersbe adds that parateresis means "in classical Greek to observe the future by signs. It carries the idea of
spying, lying in wait, and even scientific investigation. The point Jesus made was that God’s kingdom would
not come with great “outward show” so that people could predict its arrival and plot its progress. The
Pharisees’ question was legitimate, but it was also tragic; for Jesus had been ministering among them for
some three years, and these men were still in spiritual darkness. They did not understand who Jesus was or
what He was seeking to accomplish. Their views of the kingdom were political, not spiritual; Jewish, not
universal.” (Borrow Be courageous Luke 14-24)

THE EXPECTATION OF THE JEWS
REGARDING THE KINGDOM OF GOD

MacArthur gleans much of the following from The History of the Jewish People in the Time of Christ (Volume 2 -Topic - The
Messianic Hope, here is a cumulative index) written by historian, Emil Schurer (biography) who collected the ancient material from
the time of Christ and pieced together the eschatology espoused by the Jews in the first century (see Schurer's topics covered
under "The Messianic Hope")...

Here is what the Jews expected.
(1) the coming of Messiah would be preceded be atime of tribulation or trouble, even like birth pangs

(Ed Comment: Schurer was correct here, and it was not the Roman occupation of the first century, not
even the destruction of the Temple in 70 AD, which certainly was not followed by the establishment of
Messiah's Kingdom. This "time of tribulation" is referred to several times in Scripture =Great Tribulation;
Daniel's Seventieth Week; " a time of distress such as never occurred since there was a nation until that
time" = Daniel 12:1-note. See discussion of the "Time of Jacob's Trouble" innote on Jeremiah 30:7; see
commentary on Jesus' Olivet Discourse Matthew 24:15 Matthew 24:16 Matthew 24:17 Matthew
24:18 Matthew 24:19 Matthew 24:20 Matthew 24:21).

(2) in the midst of this trouble and turmoil there would appear a prophet like Elijah, heralding the coming of
Messiah (Ed: cf the mysterious "two witnesses" in Revelation 11:3ff-note).

(3) Messiah would establish His kingdom, age and glory and vindicate His people.

(4) and they found this in the Sibylline Oracles, the nations would ally to fight the Messiah. They would literally
interrupt all of their wars to come and fight against Him (Ed: See Revelation 16:14-16-note).

(5) the Messiah would destroy all the opposing nations, subjugate them all (Ed: See Revelation 19:11-21, esp
Rev 19:15-note).
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(6) the restoration of Jerusalem would occur. It would be made new and magnificent. Ed: See Zechariah
14:10-11-note)

(7) scattered Jews from all over the world would return to Israel. (Ed: Ezekiel 36:24-note)

(8) Israel would become the center of the world and all nations would be subjected to the Messiah. Ed: See
Zechariah 14:16-note)

(9)the Messiah would establish the kingdomand the kingdom would be a time of eternal peace,
righteousness and glory. (Ed: See Isaiah 2:2-4-note, Jer 33:15-16-note)

(MacArthur goes on to say) That's pretty accurate. Tribulation, an announcement of the arrival of the Messiah,
a prophet before He comes, like Elijah. He comes, the world fights Him. He defeats them. He sets up His
kingdom, restores Jerusalem, gathers His people, His sheep from all over the world. Israel becomes the center
of the world. Jerusalem the throne from which He reigns. And He goes into a kingdom that is forever, a
kingdom of peace, righteousness and glory. That's good eschatology. That's my (John MacArthur's)
eschatology. And some people say somebody invented this type of eschatology in the 1800's? These
expectations on the part of the Jews were drawn from Old Testament teaching and they were embellished by
extra biblical writers. They got a little carried away, but the basic eschatology is fairly sound. And remember,
the first century Jews did not see two comings of Messiah but only saw one. Their idea was, all Jesus needed
to do was show up and do this (set up the Kingdom of God). They did not expect (or understand) that He
would come (first) to establish a spiritual kingdom. They were not looking for an internal kingdom, a spiritual
kingdom. To put it simply, they were not looking for a Savior because they did not see their need to be saved.
And that is why Jesus' message was so offensive. It wasn't that they did not want the kingdom of God. It was
not that they didn't like to hear Jesus speak about that kingdom. It was not that they were not looking for a
King. But it was the kind of kingdom Jesus was talking about that agitated them.

The Jews tried on a humber of occasions to force Jesus to be a King And He had to prevent that from
happening. In their minds they had experienced enough tribulation, and even now were living through the
tribulation. The time was right for the King and the kingdom. They were weary of the subjugation and
oppression of a series of conquerors who had occupied their land, currently the Romans. And when Jesus
came along, He just could not be the Messiah, for not only did He not conquer the Romans and establish His
throne, but where were all the signs in heaven that were to accompany the coming of the Kingdom of
God? The Jews had developed an eschatological scheme which taught that there would be signs in the
heavens, signs in the earth, cataclysmic events, but not signs like healing or even resurrections and any of the
other miracles Jesus was performing. They did not anticipate those "signs" and they simply did not fit into their
system of eschatology. And then when Jesus started talking about dying, it was an absolute absurdity because
their understanding of the King was that He would come to conquer, not to be conquered (Ed: Of course He
did conquer Satan, sin and death!). And even the disciples were struggling with their own expectations of this
kingdom of God. They knew those covenants in the Old Testament. The Pharisees who asked this question
knew all of these prophecies. And they knew that God keeps His Word. They knew that God had to fulfill His
promises to Israel. And it just frankly did not look like Jesus was the One to bring about the fulfillment of the
prophecies to Israel. (The Invisible Kingdom of God. Part 1)

Related Resource from Andy Woods

= The Coming Kingdom - Part 1 of a 41 part series!!! (for the rest of the articles click here and scroll through the pages)

Here is Emil Schurer's Outline of The Messianic Hope

= Relation to the older Messianic Hope
= Historical Survey
= Systematic Statement
a. Last Tribulation and Perplexity
b. Elias as the Forerunner
c. The Appearing of the Messiah
d. Last Attack of the Hostile Powers
e. Destruction of the Hostile Powers
f. Renovation of Jerusalem
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g. Gathering of the Dispersed
h. The Kingdom of Glory in Palestine
i. Renovation of the World
j- The General Resurrection
k. The Last Judgment, Eternal Salvation and Condemnation
I. Appendix—The Suffering Messiah
= Literature

Luke 17:21 nor will they say, ‘Look, here it is!’ or, ‘There it is!’ For behold, the kingdom of God is in your midst.”

KJV Luke 17:21 Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for,behold, the kingdom of God is within you.

» Look, here it is Luke 21:8; Matthew 24:23-28; Mark 13:21
= the kingdom of God Romans 14:17; Colossians 1:27
= in your midst - within you or, among you. Luke 10:9-11; Matthew 12:28; John 1:26

THE INVISIBLE, INTERNAL, ETERNAL
KINGDOM OF GOD

Stein introduces this last section of Luke with some interesting comments - The setting of this material is unspecified, and as the
introductory scene reveals, there is no necessary tie with the preceding material. Luke wove this section from various traditional
materials and placed it here for reasons other than chronology. Why he placed this material at this point, however, is unclear. The
account consists of two different sets of material. The first speaks of the “already now” or realized aspect of God’s kingdom (Lk
17:20-21). The second speaks of the “not yet” or future aspect of the kingdom (Lk 17:22-37). The two sets of teachings are
connected by catchwords: “come” (Lk 17:20)—"is coming” (Lk 17:22); “here it is” or “there it is” (Lk 17:21)—"there he is!” or “here he
is!” (Lk 17:23). Similar material is found in Luke 21:7-35-note. ... Within this ‘little Lukan apocalypse” we find side-by-side
teachings that demonstrate the twofold nature of God’s kingdom. The realized nature of the kingdom is seen in Luke 17:20-21. In
fulfillment of the OT promises God’s kingdom is seen by Jesus and Luke as having already arrived so that the Pharisees’ question in
Lk 17:20 reveals the same error as the statement in Lk 14:15. Questions involving the future coming of God’s kingdom must not
lose sight of the already-now dimension of the kingdom. Already now the kingdom has come, and the future not-yet dimension
of God’s kingdom will be shared only if one now enters the kingdom in its present manifestation. (See Luke: An Exegetical and

Theological Exposition)

Wiersbe - The Jewish people lived in an excited atmosphere of expectancy, particularly at the Passover season when they
commemorated their deliverance from Egypt. They longed for another Moses who would deliver them from their bondage. Some had
hoped that John the Baptist would be the deliverer, and then the attention focused on Jesus (John 6:15). The fact that He was going
to Jerusalem excited them all the more (Luke 19:11). Perhaps He would establish the promised kingdom! (Borrow Be
courageous Luke 14-24)

Nor will they say, ‘Look (idou), here it is!’ or, ‘“There it is!’ - Jesus counters their belief that the Kingdom of God would come in an
obvious way that would be visible to all to behold (including great signs to behold). To the contrary, God’s kingdom would not be
preceded by signs that could be observed. The Pharisees were completely off base regarding their theology of the Kingdom. Then
Jesus really rocks their boat with His next declaration.

Jesus had made it very clear what was required to "see" this "invisible" kingdom. Speaking to Nicodemus He said “Truly, truly, | say
to you, unless one is born again he cannot (absolutely continually will not be able to) see the Kingdom of God.” (John 3:3).

Jesus gave a similar explanation in Matthew

Jesus answered them, “To you it has been granted to know (ED: TO "SEE" SPIRITUALLY) the mysteries of the
kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been granted. 12 “For whoever has, to him more shall be given, and
he will have an abundance; but whoever does not have, even what he has shall be taken away from him. 13
“Therefore | speak to them in parables; because while seeing they do not see (THE INVISIBLE SPIRITUAL
KINGDOM), and while hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand. 14 “In their case the prophecy of
Isaiah is being fulfilled, which says, 'YOU WILL KEEP ON HEARING, BUT WILL NOT UNDERSTAND; YOU
WILL KEEP ON SEEING, BUT WILL NOT PERCEIVE; 15 FOR (term of explanation = EXPLAINING WHY
THEY CANNOT SEE THE SPIRITUAL, INVISIBLE KINGDOM OF GOD) THE HEART OF THIS PEOPLE HAS
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BECOME DULL, WITH THEIR EARS THEY SCARCELY HEAR, AND THEY HAVE CLOSED THEIR EYES
(SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING), OTHERWISE THEY WOULD SEE WITH THEIR EYES, HEAR WITH THEIR
EARS, AND UNDERSTAND WITH THEIR HEART AND RETURN, AND | WOULD HEAL THEM. 16 “But
blessed are your eyes, because they see; and your ears, because they hear.

Beloved brother or sister in Christ, does the fact that you can truly see the invisible Kingdom of God not give you indescribable joy
and a deep sense of humility that cries "Why me Lord? Why am | so privileged?" How blessed we are as believers to be able to see
and understand the Kingdom of God which is shrouded in total mystery to the majority of the people we encounter daily. This should
motivate us even more to share the Gospel with them, trusting in the Spirit to "open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness
to light ("I ONCE WAS BLIND BUT NOW | SEE" listen to this version) and from the dominion of Satan to God, that they may
receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who have been sanctified by faith in Me." (Acts 26:18-note)

Paul echoes the words of Jesus regarding the inability of the unregenerate man to see the Kingdom of God explaining that...

"a natural man does not accept (WELCOME) the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him;
and he cannot (ABSOLUTELY IN NOT ABLE TO) understand them, because they are spiritually appraised
(YOU MUST HAVE SPIRITUAL EYES TO SEE THE SPIRITUAL KINGDOM OF GOD).(1 Cor 2:14-note)

Simply stated, if you do not recognize the King (Jesus) you cannot see the Kingdom of God. However, as explained below, the day
will come when even the spiritually blind will see the Visible Kingdom, for they will then behold the Visible King. Sadly, it will be too
late to repent at that time. Today is the day of salvation!

For behold (idou = "listen up" "Don't miss this!"), the kingdom of God is in your midst- What is Jesus saying? He is saying the
Kingdom of God is present now, at the moment He spoke those words. One can only imagine the look of confusion and
consternation on the Pharisees and Jews in general when Jesus made this declaration! Even Jesus' own disciples did not
comprehend what He was saying and so in Lk 17:37 ask “Where, Lord?” (in context a question related to the Kingdom of God).

The kingdom of God - see note below.

Kingdom (932)(basileia from basileus = a sovereign, king, monarch) denotes sovereignty, royal power, dominion. Basileia can
also refer to the territory or people over whom a king rules, his sovereign realm. Most of the NT uses refer to the Kingdom of God
(Kingdom of Heaven in Matthew's gospel). And as discussed in this section, one needs to understand that the kingdom refers to a
present, invisible Kingdom where Jesus is sovereign over believer's hearts and the future, visible kingdom, which John MacArthur
explains

Jesus told the disciples in the Upper Room, “Truly | say to you, | will never again drink of the fruit of the vine
until that day when | drink it new in the kingdom of God” (ED: HE IS REFERRING TO THE FUTURE
EARTHLY KINGDOM HE WILL ESTABLISH WHEN HE RETURNS). (Mark 14:25). At the sheep and goat
judgment (ED: THIS EVENT COINCIDES WITH HIS SECOND COMING AND SHOULD BE DISTINGUISHED
FROM THE GREAT WHITE THRONE JUDGEMENT 1000 YEARS LATER - Rev 20:11-15-note) “the King will
say to those on His right [the sheep], ‘Come, you who are blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared
for you from the foundation of the world™ (Mt. 25:34), but for those who reject Him “there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth when [they] see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God,
but [they themselves] being thrown out. And they will come from east and west and from north and south, and
will recline at the table in the kingdom of God” (Luke 13:28-29). This (ED: VISIBLE ASPECT OF THE
KINGDOM OF GOD) refers to our Lord’s millennial reign on earth (Rev. 20:1-6-note). (MacArthur New
Testament Commentary — Luke 11-17)

The verb "is" (in your midst) is in the present tense signifying the Kingdom of God was present now, even as Jesus was speaking.
But they could not see it! They were waiting and looking for the Kingdom of God (see the summary of their Jewish Eschatology), but
it was continually present now! The Pharisees (and most of the Jews and most of fallen mankind) simply did not have their spiritual
eyes opened to be able to see the Kingdom, because at present it is a spiritual Kingdom, not a visible kingdom. When Christ returns
as King of kings (Rev 19:11-16-note), the invisible Kingdom of God will suddenly and forever become a visible Kingdom. In the
Revelation John writes of this "visibility"

BEHOLD, HE IS COMING WITH THE CLOUDS, and every eye (REGENERATE AND UNREGENERATE) will
see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. So it is to be. Amen.
(Rev 1:7-note)

The phrase in your midst is not translated as accurately as it could be. A more accurate translation is the kingdom of God is within
you. In fact most of the modern Bible translations have a marginal note that says "within you" (the more literal translation) and some
add "within your grasp" (but | think the latter paraphrase is a bit of a stretch). Some commentaries argue that if it were translated "in
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you" or "within you" then it would imply that the Kingdom of God was actually present in the Pharisees, which of course it was not.

John MacArthur comments on in your midst- Many translators, seeking to avoid the apparent difficulty of Jesus saying that the
kingdom was inside the unbelieving Pharisees, translate the phrase in which it appears in your midst. However a different phrase,
en meso, is regularly used to communicate the idea of“in the midst of,” or “among” (e.g., Mt. 10:16; Lk 2:46; 8:7; 10:3; 22:27,
24:36; Acts 1:15; 2:22; Heb. 2:12). The apparent difficulty is easily resolved by understanding your in the broadest national sense
rather than as a narrow reference to the Pharisees. As was inevitably the case, the crowd listening to the Lord’s dialogue with the
Pharisees ran the gamut from the outright rejecters to the curious but uncommitted, to the true disciples of Jesus. The Lord was
reinforcing the point that the spiritual kingdom is internal and not manifested by observable signs. (MacArthur New Testament
Commentary — Luke 11-17)

Wiersbe - The statement “the kingdom of God is within you” has challenged Bible translators and interpreters for centuries, and
many explanations have been given. One thing we can be sure of is that He was not telling the unbelieving Pharisees that they had
the kingdom of God in their hearts! The Greek preposition can mean “within,” “among,” or “in the midst of.” Jesus was saying, “Don’t
look for the kingdom ‘out there’ unless it is first in your own heart” (see Rom. 14:17). At the same time, He may also have been
saying, “The fact that | am here in your midst is what is important, for | am the King. How can you enter the kingdom if you reject the
King?” (see Luke 19:38—40) The Pharisees were preoccupied with the great events of the future but were ignoring the opportunities
of the present (Luke 12:54-57). (Borrow Be courageous Luke 14-24)

In your midst (1787) (entos) is a preposition which means inside, which is exactly what Jesus means in the only other NT use of
this word declaring to the Pharisees to "first clean the inside of the cup and of the dish so that the outside of it may become clean
also." (Mt 23:26). BDAG says entos "(1) pertains to a specific area inside someth., inside, within, within the limits of" and (2)
pertaining to wha tis inside an area, content.”

Gilbrant - Entos is properly an adverb of place and was used that way in classical and Attic Greek, the Septuagint, the inscriptions,
and other Greek documents of the First and Second Centuries A.D. It became an improper preposition which took as its object a
noun in the genitive case. In the Septuagint (e.g., Isaiah 16:11; Psalm 103:1) entos refers to the inside of man (i.e., the heart). It is
used only as an improper preposition in the New Testament. However, it still functions adverbially. (Complete Biblical Library)

Earlier in Luke Jesus had taught about the Kingdom of God...

Luke 13:18-21-note So He was saying, “What is the kingdom of God like, and to what shall | compare it? 19“It
is like a mustard seed, which a man took and threw into his own garden; and it grew and became a tree, and
THE BIRDS OF THE AIR NESTED IN ITS BRANCHES.” 20 And again He said, “To what shall | compare the
kingdom of God? 21 “It is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three pecks of flour until it was all
leavened.”

The kingdom of God begins in the heart of all who believe and it grows and grows like the mustard seed and like leaven until it is
fully realized in its millennial glory, which is the final phase of the expanding Kingdom of God on earth. In other words, the Kingdom
of God begins as a spiritual Kingdom in the heart but is consummated in a visible Kingdom on earth in the Millennium.

Just to reiterate -- So how does the Kingdom of God grow? Every time a person accepts Christ as Savior and Lord the Kingdom of
God grows or expands so to speak, just as Luke described in Acts 2:47 writing that "the Lord was adding to their number day by
day [Kingdom of God expanding] those who were being saved." And not only does this aspect of the Kingdom of God grow like a
mustard seed or like leaven, but one day when Christ the King is revealed so too will be His loyal subjects. Paul explains this aspect
of the Kingdom of God in Romans 8 writing...

For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly @pekdechomai) for the revealing (apokalupsis = MEANS
TAKING THE LID OFF TO REVEAL WHAT WAS PREVIOUSLY HIDDEN - SAINTS TODAY ARE IN A STAGE
OF "INCUBATION" WHICH ONE DAY WILL HATCH OUT IN GLORY!) of the sons of God (BELIEVERS -
SURE HOPEFULLY SOME OF YOUR UNREGENERATE FRIENDS KNOW YOU ARE BELIEVERS [cf Mt
5:16, Php 2:15] BUT THEY HAVE NO CLUE OF WHAT YOU WILL BE ON THAT DAY WHEN YOU ARE
GLORIFIED!). 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it,
in hope (ABSOLUTE ASSURANCE OF FUTURE GOOQOD) 21 that the creation itself also will be set free from its
slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God. (THIS DESCRIBES SAINTS IN
THEIR ETERNAL GLORIFIED STATE!) (Ro 8:19-note; Ro 8:20-21-note)

John also alludes to the fact that the world looks at us today and has no clue as to our real identity in Christ and thus who we are
destined to become when we are glorified...

See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be called children of God; and such we
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are. For this reason the world does not know us, because it did not know Him (THEY DID NOT KNOW THE
KING AND THUS THEY ARE UNABLE TO RECOGNIZE HIS SUBJECTS IN THEIR FULL GLORY FOR IT
HAS NOT YET BEEN REVEALED). 2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet
what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is.(1
Jn 3:1-note, 1Jn 3:2-note)

So when the King returns in His glory, the world will see Him and will also see His loyal subjects arrayed in His glory. Oh, happy day!

In your midst - The kingdom of God was in their midst because the rule of God was being acknowledged by many (that is of course
what caused the Pharisees considerable jealousy and angst). AMILLENIALISTS use this verse to say that Jesus Himself did not
believe in a literal 1000 year reign on earth AND thus prophecies regarding Israel are not to be interpreted LITERALLY (this was
Augustine's approach to the Scripture).

MacArthur writes that "The kingdom of which Jesus spoke is, as Paul wrote, marked by “righteousness and peace and joy in the
Holy Spirit” (Ro 14:174+). It exists in the hearts of all those in whom the King lives. The wonder of wonders is thatthe Trinity takes
up residence in the hearts of those who embrace Christ and enter the spiritual kingdom. In John 14:17 Jesus promised that
the Holy Spirit would indwell believers, while in John 14:23 He added, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will
love him, and We will come to him and make Our abode with him.” (Ibid)

Cole sees a slightly different meaning to Jesus' explanation of the kingdom in their midst - “The kingdom of God is here in your very
midst in the person of the King, and yet you have not recognized it because you wrongly expect it to be ushered in with great
flourish.” It is interesting however that Cole then goes on to describe the growth of the kingdom of God alluding to Luke 13:18-
19-see notes and writes "Thus the initial coming of God’s kingdom begins relatively unnoticed, like the mustard seed planted in the
ground. As people yield their lives to the lordship of Jesus Christ, He begins to reign in their hearts. In that sense His kingdom is
presently being established in and through His church, as the gospel is proclaimed and believed. But, this is not the final form of His
kingdom. He will return personally in power and glory to judge His enemies and to rule over the whole earth, as He goes on to teach

(Luke 17:22-37)." (The Present and Future Kingdom)

The kingdom of God - Matthew uses the synonymous phrase the Kingdom of Heaven where "heaven" is used as a "euphemism"
for the Name God which orthodox Jews would not pronounce. Thus Matthew being sensitive to the Jewish scruples, substitutes the
name of the divine place for the name of the divine Person (God). Other than the Gospel of Matthew, the NT writers referred to the
Kingdom of God. In simple terms this phrase defines that sphere over which God exercises supreme, sovereign authority. As
discussed in Jesus' day the Kingdom of God was invisible and internal, being manifest in the hearts of believers, those who are
subject His rule. Note that both Jesus (Mt 4:17+, Mt 10:7+, Lk 4:43+, Lk 8:1+, Lk 16:16+) and the apostles (Phillip in Acts 8:12+, Paul
in Acts 20:25+, Acts 28:31+) focused on the preaching of the Kingdom of God.

See Tony Garland's interesting analysis of The Arrival of the Kingdom of God

See George Peters' article on Lk 17:21 entitled "The passage most relied on to prove the Church-Kingdom theory utterly disproves
it_."

Background on Peters - Without a doubt the most extensive work ever written on the Kingdom of God is
George N. H. Peters (a Lutheran pastor) three volume work published in 1884 and entitled 'The Theocratic
Kingdom." What is fascinating about his life work, which is some 2189 pages in length, is that (1) he was not
a dispensationalist, (2) he approached the interpretation of the Holy Scriptures from a literal perspective and
(3) he believed that the Scriptures clearly taught that God was not finished with Israel and that there would be
an earthly Kingdom of God over which Jesus Christ would reign as King.

Luke repeatedly alludes to the Kingdom in both his Gospel and the book of Acts. His use in the Gospel is interesting as many
commentators say that Luke's Gospel is primarily directly to Gentiles. And yet Luke places great emphasis on the Kingdom of God
which is indeed what the Jews of Jesus' day were looking and hoping for.

For those who literally interpret Rev 20:1-10+ here is a proposed schematic...
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Here are all of Luke's uses of Kingdom (including the phrase "Kingdom of God").
Luke 1:33-note and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have no end.”

Ryrie - As the Davidic Messiah, Jesus will reign over the house of Jacob, which will happen in the
millennial kingdom. This promise is not now being fulfilled simply because the church is not the house of
Jacob, and Christ is presently at the right hand of the Father, which is never equated with the throne of
David.

Luke 4:43-note But He said to them, "I must preach thekingdom of God to the other cities also, for | was
sent for this purpose.”

Comment: Notice that 'the kingdom of God" is the main theme of Jesus' preaching. This is its first
mention in Luke where it occurs 32 times (cf. Mark 1:14, 15+). The Jews understood this as the time when
God would openly assume His royal power.

Luke 6:20-note And turning His gaze toward His disciples, He began to say, "Blessed are you who are poor,
for yours is the kingdom of God.

Comment: The poor in spirit are those who belong to the kingdom of God and thus they are by default
believers in Messiah, those who are born again (cf John 3:3+).

Luke 7:28-note "l say to you, among those born of women there is no one greater than John; yet he who is
least in the kingdom of God is greater than he."

MacArthur - John was greater than the OT prophets because he actually saw with his eyes and
personally participated in the fulfillment of what they only prophesied (Mt 11:10, 13+; cf. 1Pe 1:10, 11+).
But all believers after the cross are greater still, because they participate in the full understanding and
experience of something John merely foresaw in shadowy form—the actual atoning work of Christ.

Luke 8:1-note Soon afterwards, He began going around from one city and village to another, proclaiming and
preaching the kingdom of God. The twelve were with Him,

Luke 8:10-note And He said, "To you it has been granted to know the mysteries of thekingdom of God, but
to the rest it is in parables, so that SEEING THEY MAY NOT SEE, AND HEARING THEY MAY NOT
UNDERSTAND.

Comment: Only those born again could "see" (and understand, cf John 3:3+) the mysteries (hidden from
view of unregenerate men but revealed by God to His children in the faith) of this phase of the Kingdom of
God in contrast to the day when the King returns and all men when then see the Kingdom of God, but only
those born again will gain entry into the Millennial Kingdom.

Luke 9:2-note And He sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God and to perform healing.

Comment: So not only Jesus but His disciples were proclaiming the Good News of the Kingdom of God
which could only be entered by grace through faith.

Luke 9:11-note But the crowds were aware of this and followed Him; and welcoming them, He began
speaking to them about the kingdom of God and curing those who had need of healing.

Luke 9:27-note But | say to you truthfully, there are some of those standing here who will not taste death until
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they see the kingdom of God." (Matthew adds "until they see the Son of Man coming in His kingdom." Mt
16:28)

Comment: Jesus is referring to Peter, John, and James, who would witness the transfiguration (but not
everyone agrees with this interpretation but the context favors the transfiguration which follows
immediately Lk 9:28-36), which would be a "preview of coming attractions," so to speak. And so in this
special, unique moment, the otherwise invisible kingdom was made visible in part to these three chosen
men so that they might have a foretaste of the glories to be revealed when Jesus returned as King of
kings to set up His earthly kingdom to be ruled from Jerusalem (cf Mt 24:30-note).

Luke 9:60-note But He said to him, "Allow the dead to bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim
everywhere the kingdom of God."

Luke 9:62-note But Jesus said to him, "No one, after putting his hand to the plow and looking back, is fit for
the kingdom of God."

Comment: I'm a farm boy and if you drive the tractor continually looking backwards, your furrows will be
crooked. Jesus is calling him to lay aside double mindedness for no one can follow Christ with a divided
heart, and thus they will miss the Kingdom of God.

Luke 10:9-10-note and heal those in it who are sick, and say to them, "Thekingdom of God has come near
to you.' 'Even the dust of your city which clings to our feet we wipe off in protest against you; yet be sure of
this, that the kingdom of God has come near.

Comment: As the disciples went out they were to emphasize the Kingdom of God because as we have
noted that is what the Jews were looking for. The kingdom came near because the King was present and
His message explained how to enter His Kingdom. To miss the message is to miss the Kingdom of God
(then and still true today).

Luke 11:2-note And He said to them, "When you pray, say: 'Father, hallowed be Your name. Yourkingdom
come. (An imperative - "let it happen" is the idea).

Comment: This is a prayer most of us have prayed but probably never really understood what we were
praying. To ask God for His Kingdom to come has two applications. The first is that the invisible Kingdom
would come into hearts of lost around us, and in believing in Jesus, they would enter His Kingdom. This
growth of the Kingdom of God by addition of new believers is depicted by the tiny mustard seed growing
into a huge tree and the speck of leaven spreading throughout the flour. John MacArthur goes into greater
depth and sees actually 3 ways the invisible Kingdom grows - see his sermon on this verse.

Luke 11:17-18-note But He knew their thoughts and said to them, "Anykingdom divided against itself is laid
waste; and a house divided against itself falls."If Satan also is divided against himself, how will his kingdom
stand? For you say that | cast out demons by Beelzebul....Luke 11:20note "But if | cast out demons by the
finger of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you.

Comment: The kingdom of God was upon them because the King was present in their midst. If they had
received Jesus as Redeemer and Lord, they would have entered into the invisible Kingdom of God, but in
their state of self-righteousness and hardened hearts, not only did they not receive Christ, but they
committed an abominable blasphemy against Him!

Luke 12:31-note "But seek His kingdom, and these things will be added to you. "Do not be afraid, little flock,
for your Father has chosen gladly to give you the kingdom.

Comment: Jesus is calling for us to focus not on earthly, material things but on His kingdom, worshiping,
serving and proclaiming that kingdom, the sphere where Jesus rules as King and Lord.

Luke 13:18-note So He was saying, "What is the kingdom of God like, and to what shall | compare it?...Luke
13:20-note And again He said, "To what shall | compare the kingdom of God?

Comment: We have already explained that just as these start small and grow big, so too would the
Kingdom of God, starting in individual hearts in an invisible form today, but in the future being world wide
and visible. This reminds me of Habakkuk's prophecy that "the earth will be filled With the knowledge of
the glory of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea." (Hab 2:14-note).

Luke 13:28-29-note "In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth when you see Abraham and
Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but yourselves being thrown out. 29 "And they
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will come from east and west and from north and south, and will recline at the table in the kingdom of God.

Comment: For those who reject Jesus' proclamation of the Kingdom of God, there is but one alternative
and that is eternal punishment. MacArthur explains "The torment of hell will not be limited to the pain of
punishment, but will include the remorse, shock, and surprise of those who ended up there despite
thinking they were going to heaven. The more people in hell knew about the gospel, the more profound
their remorse will be; their pain will be proportional to their level of rejection. And since their rejection will
be eternal and incurable, so will their sin be and the judgment of that sin." Why would the Jewish people
be shocked when one minute after death they were in hell? It was because they took it for granted that
they would be saved simply because they were physical children of Abraham. But unless they believed as
did Abraham (Ge 15:6-note), they would not enter the Kingdom of heaven with their Jewish patriarchs,
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob!

Luke 14:15-note When one of those who were reclining at the table with Him heard this, he said to Him,
"Blessed is everyone who will eat bread in the kingdom of God!"

MacArthur - This was a beatitude; a toast directed at himself and his fellow Pharisees, affirming that they
will be among the blessed at the heavenly banquet in the kingdom of God. (ED: AS | LIKE TO SAY
WHEN A PERSON IS DECEIVED, BY DEFINITION THEY DO NOT KNOW THEY ARE DECEIVED -
THIS MAN IS NOT DECEIVED TODAY FOR HE IS IN HADES AWAITING THE FINAL GREAT WHITE
THRONE JUDGMENT!) It was not only a pronouncement of blessing on themselves, but also a scornful
rebuke of the Lord’s declaration that they were too proud to enter God’s kingdom (cf. Lk 14:11). His words
bounced off their confidence that their Abrahamic ancestry (cf. John 8:33-59) and adherence to the
traditions, regulations, and rituals would secure a place for them at God’s banquet. Not only did they fully
expect to be at that heavenly feast, but also to be in the seats of honor. (MacArthur New Testament
Commentary — Luke 11-17)

Luke 16:16-note "The Law and the Prophets were proclaimed until John (REFERRING TO THE OT); since
that time (JESUS TOOK CENTER STAGE) the gospel of the kingdom of God has been preached, and
everyone is forcing his way into it (SEE Luke 9:23-note; cf. Lk 14:26-27-note)

Luke 17:20-21-note  Now having been questioned by the Pharisees as to when the kingdom of God was
coming, He answered them and said, "The kingdom of God is not coming with signs to be observed; 21 nor
will they say, 'Look, here it is!' or, "There it is!' For behold, the kingdom of God is in your midst."

Luke 18:16-17-note But Jesus called for them, saying, "Permit the children to come to Me, and do not hinder
them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 17 "Truly | say to you, whoever does not receive the
kingdom of God like a child will not enter it at all."

Comment: Referring to the role of faith in Jesus as the requirement to enter the Kingdom of God, invisible
today, but one day in the future visible.

Luke 18:24-25-note And Jesus looked at him and said, "How hard it is for those who are wealthy to enter the
kingdom of God! 25 "For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to
enter the kingdom of God."

Comment: Wealth is like a god that obscures one's need for the true God!

Luke 18:29-note And He said to them, "Truly | say to you, there is no one who has left house or wife or
brothers or parents or children, for the sake of the kingdom of God, who will not receive many times as much
at this time and in the age to come, eternal life.”

Comment: Matthew's Gospel (Mt 19:28) adds the phrase "in the regeneration" (Mt 19:28), which in simple
terms refers to Jesus' earthly, millennial kingdom. MacArthur adds that "That kingdom will be the rebirth of
the world; paradise regained. Those who have been granted a spiritual rebirth at salvation will participate
in the rebirth of the earth; the “times of refreshing” (Acts 3:19) and the “period of restoration of all things”
(v. 21). It is the kingdom about which Jesus taught the disciples for forty days between His resurrection
and ascension (Acts 1:3). In that kingdom, the apostles will “sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve
tribes of Israel.”

Luke 19:11-note While they were listening to these things, Jesus went on to tell a parable, because He was
near Jerusalem, and they supposed that the kingdom of God was going to appear immediately.

Comment: The crowd following Jesus thought that Jesus was getting ready to set up His earthly kingdom,



the kingdom that the Jews had been anticipating and for which they were fervently longing. The verb
"appear" is a nautical term like a ship appearing on the horizon. Again, the majority of Jews had failed to
receive His message that they must first enter the invisible Kingdom of God by grace through faith and
then they would be able to enter the King's earthly kingdom. As John wrote "He came to His own, and
those who were His own did not receive Him (AS SAVIOR AND KING)." (Jn 1:11).

Luke 21:10-note Then He continued by saying to them, "Nation will rise against nation andkingdom against
kingdom,

Luke 21:31-note "So you also, when you see these things happening, recognize that the kingdom of God is
near.

Luke 22:16-note for | say to you, | shall never again eat it until it is fulfilled in thekingdom of God."...Lk
22:18-note for | say to you, | will not drink of the fruit of the vine from now on until thekingdom of God
comes."

Comment: O glorious day! Notice that with the phrase "until the kingdom of God comes" is a clear
reference to the future visible reign of King Jesus. At that time He will eat and drink again in His millennial
kingdom. What a tragedy to miss this glorious celebration by rejecting His offer of salvation!

Luke 22:29-30-note and just as My Father has granted Me akingdom, | grant you that you may eat and drink
at My table in My kingdom, and you will sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

Comment: The kingdom the Father had granted Jesus is a reference to His Messianic Kingdom
(Millennium).

Luke 23:42-note And he was saying, "Jesus, remember me when You come in Your kingdom!" 43 And He
said to him, “Truly | say to you, today you shall be with Me in Paradise.”

Comment: The thief on the cross understood what the religious Jews in their pride and hard hearts simply
could not see! His reference to your kingdom was a plea for forgiveness of his sins. He had seen Christ
forgive those who crucified Him and so he sought personal forgiveness.

Luke 23:51 -note he (Joseph - Lk 23:50) had not consented to their plan and action), a man from Arimathea, a
city of the Jews, who was waiting for the kingdom of God;

Comment: What was Joseph waiting for? Ultimately the same thing as the other Jews but his eyes had
been opened to understand that it had to first be entered by faith and later would come in full bloom in the
Millennium. MacArthur adds that Joseph "joins the list of righteous people whom Luke mentions, including
Zacharias and Elizabeth, the parents of John the Baptist (Lk 1:5-note), Simeon (Lk 2:25-note = "looking for
the consolation of Israel"), and Anna (Lk 2:36-38-note "all those who were looking for the redemption of
Jerusalem"). According to John 19:38 Joseph was a disciple of Jesus Christ, albeit a secret one, who was
afraid to make his faith in Christ known. But while many secret disciples were false disciples, and not true
believers (John 12:42-43), he was a true disciple, as his actions demonstrate." (MacArthur New
Testament Commentary — Luke 18-24)

Acts 1:3 To these He also presented Himself alive after His suffering, by many convincing proofs, appearing to
them over a period of forty days and speaking of the things concerning the kingdom of God.

Comment: Jesus was "filling in the blanks" regarding the disciple's understanding of the Kingdom of God,
especially the truth related to His rule over believer's hearts, which was the sphere (the "kingdom") over
which He was to be King. He must have also spoke about aspects of the future Millennial kingdom as
suggested by their question in Acts 1:6 where they wanted to know the specific time when this glorious
Kingdom would be a reality?

Acts 1:6 So when they had come together, they were asking Him, saying, “Lord, is it at this time You are
restoring the kingdom to Israel?”

Comment: The disciples still held on to the hope that now that Jesus had been crucified, He would
establish His earthly kingdom. When Jesus was asked by the Pharisees about the Kingdom of God, He
answered "behold, the kingdom of God is in your midst. The Pharisees and most of the Jews
(including His disciples) were expecting that when the Messiah came, He would bring in a political
Kingdom. But Jesus countered their belief by explaining that His first coming would make available an
"internal," invisible Kingdom in the hearts of all who believed in Him. It would not be until His Second
Coming that He would establish His external, visible Kingdom, a Kingdom for which His disciples had



been praying for centuries (Mt 6:10-note - and unfortunately many have not fully understood for what they
were praying!). As described above in Acts 1:3, even after His resurrection and shortly before He
ascended Jesus had been "filling in the blanks" regarding His coming Kingdom. And in that context their
question in Acts 1:6 is very significant regarding a proper understanding of the Kingdom of God. Even the
ESV Study Bible comments that "The disciples...concluded from his resurrection and the promise of the
Spirit that the messianic era had dawned and the final salvation of Israel was imminent." Two points are
significant - (1) Jesus did not refute their understanding of the restoration of the Kingdom, but their
understanding of the timing of that restoration (see Acts 1:7-8) (2) Notice the verb restore which in in
Greek verb apokathistemi which means to restore to an earlier condition, to reinstate, to return to
a position. They had just asked about the nation of Israel as to when it would be restored to its former
position as chief of the nations in the Kingdom of God. Those who hold to the false teaching that the
promises to Israel have been replaced by the Church have considerable difficulty with passages like Acts
1:6. Why? Because if Israel has been replaced by the Church, this passage would make absolutely no
sense and one would think Jesus would have corrected them. In other words, the Church had not even
come into existence! How could it be restored to its earlier condition? Clearly it could not be because it
did not have an "earlier condition.” The disciples' question is referring to the Kingdom being restored to the
nation of Israel. This is another peg in the coffin of replacement theology. (See What is replacement

theology / supersessionism?)

MacArthur agrees writing that Jesus' answer in Acts 1:7 (He said to them, “It is not for you to know times
or epochs which the Father has fixed by His own authority;) "shows that the apostles’ expectation of a
literal, earthly kingdom mirrored what Christ taught and what the OT predicted. Otherwise, He would have
corrected them about such a crucial aspect of His teaching."

Constable agrees "that Jesus did not correct the disciples for believing that the messianic kingdom would
come. He only corrected their assumption that they could know when the kingdom would begin and that
the kingdom would begin in a few days."

Dwight Pentecost - “This passage makes it clear that while the covenanted form of the theocracy has not
been cancelled and has only been postponed, this present age is definitely not a period in which a new
form of theocratic administration is inaugurated. In this way Jesus not only answered the disciples’
question concerning the timing of the future Davidic kingdom, but He also made a clear distinction
between it and the intervening present form of the theocratic administration.”

John A. McLean writes - Amillennialists do not believe that God will restore an earthly kingdom to Israel
as Israel but that He will restore a spiritual kingdom to the church, which they believe has replaced
physical Israel as “spiritual Israel” or “the new Israel.” Premillennialists believe that since the promises
about Messiah’s earthly reign have not yet been fulfilled, and since every reference to Israel in the New
Testament can refer to physical Israel, we should anticipate an earthly reign of Messiah on the earth

following His second coming. (Did Jesus Correct the Disciples’ View of the Kingdom?” Bibliotheca Sacra
151:602 (April-June 1994):215-27)

MacArthur adds this comment by first asking: What kingdom? The visible (external) Kingdom of God. The
apostles shared the fervent hope of their nation that Messiah would come and take up His earthly
kingdom. Often Jesus had taught them prophetically about the future (Mt 13:40-50; 24, 25; Luke 12:36-40;
17:20-37; 21:5-36). The enthusiastic question they were asking Him, "Lord, is it at this time You are
restoring the kingdom to Israel?" is thus perfectly understandable. After all, here was the resurrected
Messiah speaking with them about His Kingdom. They knew of no reason the earthly form of the Kingdom
could not be set up immediately, since the Messianic work signaling the end of the age had arrived (ED
COMMENT: OR SO THEY THOUGHT, BUT THEY WERE MISTAKEN BECAUSE THEY DID NOT
UNDERSTAND THAT FIRST MUST COME THE Time of Jacob's Distress described in Jeremiah
30:7-note). It must be remembered that the interval between the two comings of Messiah was not
explicitly taught in the Old Testament. The disciples on the road to Emmaus were greatly disappointed
that Jesus had not redeemed Israel and set up the kingdom (Luke 24:21-note). Further, the apostles knew
that Ezekiel 36 and Joel 2 connected the coming of the kingdom with the outpouring of the Spirit Jesus
had just promised. It is understandable that they hoped the arrival of the kingdom was imminent. Surely it
was for this kingdom they had hoped since they first joined Jesus. They had experienced a roller coaster
ride of hope and doubt which they now felt might be over. (MacArthur New Testament Commentary — Acts
1-12)
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Acts 3:19-21 (Luke makes a definite allusion to the Kingdom quoting Peter as he addresses the Jews after he
was filled with the Spirit on Pentecost) “Therefore repent and return, so that your sins may be wiped away, in
order that times of refreshing (THIS REFERS TO THE COMING KINGDOM - NOTE HOW IT IS LINKED
WITH THE SECOND COMING IN NEXT VERSE) may come from the presence of the Lord; 20 and that He
may send Jesus, the Christ appointed for you, 21 Whom heaven must receive (HIS ASCENSION AND HIS
SEATING AT THE RIGHT HAND OF THE FATHER DURING THE CHURCH AGE, THE "DIVINE
PARENTHESIS") until the period of restoration (SEE BELOW) of all things about which God spoke by the
mouth of His holy prophets from ancient time.

Comment: This phrase the PERIOD OF RESTORATION speaks of the coming Kingdom of Messiah. And
to substantiate this premise notice that restoration is the Greek word apokatastasis (used only here in
Scripture and meaning a restitution of a thing to its former condition) which is derived from the root
verb apokathistemi. Apokathistemi is the same verb used by the disciples in their question to Jesus in Acts
1:6 which we have discussed above. This association is clearly no accident for both passages refer to the
same period of time, the coming Kingdom of God, the time when Messiah rules and reigns from His Holy
City (see Zech 14:16, 20-21-commentary)

Tannehill comments that "There is a close connection between the hope expressed in 1:6 and the
conditional promise of Peter in 3:19-21, indicated not only by the unusual words ‘restore’ and
‘restoration...but also by the references to 'times" (kairos in Acts 1:7) and "seasons" ("times" = kairos in
Acts 3:19) in both contexts. The ‘times of restoration of all that God spoke through the prophets
include the restoration of the reign to Israel through its messianic King.” (Borrow Robert C. Tannehill, The

Narrative Unity of Luke-Acts)

Acts 8:12 But when they believed Philip preaching the good news aboutthe kingdom of God and the name
of Jesus Christ, they were being baptized, men and women alike.

Comment: This refers not to the visible kingdom, but to the invisible kingdom, for one must first enter that
kingdom by grace through faith before they could enter the visible Messianic Kingdom.

Acts 14:22 (After they had preached the gospel to that city and had made many disciples, they returned to
Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch- Acts 14:21) strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them
to continue in the faith, and saying, “Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.”

Comment: In view of many tribulations perseverance would be necessary. And those who persevere to
the end will be saved (Mt 24:13, Heb 3:6, 14) and enter the Kingdom. Don't misunderstand -- their
perseverance would not save them, but it would be an indication that they were genuinely saved (and thus
enabled to persevere by the indwelling Spirit).

Acts 19:8 And he entered the synagogue and continued speaking out boldly for three months, reasoning and
persuading them about the kingdom of God.

Comment: Of course Paul was explaining to them about the invisible Kingdom which could only be
entered by faith in the Messiah. The following three uses of kingdom in Acts (below) have the same
sense. Paul was explaining the way of salvation.

Acts 20:25 “And now, behold, | know that all of you, among whom | went about preachingthe kingdom, will
no longer see my face.

Acts 28:23 When they had set a day for Paul, they came to him at his lodging in large numbers; and he was
explaining to them by solemnly testifying about the kingdom of God and trying to persuade them concerning
Jesus, from both the Law of Moses and from the Prophets, from morning until evening.

Acts 28:31 preaching the kingdom of God and teaching concerning the Lord Jesus Christ with all openness,
unhindered.

Comment: What was Paul testifying about in Acts 28:23? What is he preaching in this verse and Acts
20:25? The Gospel by which if received and believed one enters into the Kingdom of God now and in the
future when it is consummated at the return of the King of that kingdom.

SCOFIELD: Kingdom Old Testament Summary

I. Dominion over the Earth before the Call of Abraham.
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(1) Dominion over creation was given to the first man and woman (Ge 1:26-28). Through the fall this dominion
was lost, Satan becoming "prince of this world" (Mt 4:8-10; Jn 14:30). Cp Heb 2:5-9

(2) After the flood, the principle of human government was established under the covenant with Noah (Gen
9:6; see Gen 9:16, note). Biblically, this is still the charter of all government.

Il. The Theocratic Kingdom in Israel.

(See also 1Sa 8:7, note.) The call of Abraham involved, with much else, the creation of a distinctive people
through whom great purposes of God toward the human race might be worked out (see Israel, Ge12:1-3; Ro
11:26, note). Among these purposes is the establishment of a worldwide kingdom.

The history of the divine mediatorial rule in Israel:

(1) Its establishment under Moses (Ex19:3-7; cp. Ex 3:1-10; 24:12).
(2) Its administration under leader-judges (Jos 1:1-5; Jdg 2:16-18).
(3) lts administration under kings (1Sa10:1,24; 16:1-13; 1Ki 9:1-5).
(4) Its end at the captivity (Ezek 21:25-27; cp Je 27:6-8; Da 2:36-38)

lll. The Future Restoration of the Theocratic Kingdom.

(1) The Davidic Covenant (2Sa 7:8-16, 16, cp Ro 1:3 "descendant of David" = Messiah]; Ps 89:3-4,20, 21,28-
37).

(2) The exposition of the Davidic Covenant by the prophets (Isa 1:25, 26 to Zech 12:6-8). They describe the
kingdom as follows:

(a) It will be Davidic, to be established under David's heir who is to be born of a virgin, therefore truly
man, but also "Immanuel," "Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace" (Isa 7:13 - 14; 9:6 - 7; 11:1;
Jer 23:5; Ezek 34:23 (Then | will set over them one shepherd, My servant David, and he will feed them; he
will feed them himself and be their shepherd.24 "And |, the LORD, will be their God, and My servant
David will be prince among them; |, the LORD, have spoken.)

Ezek37:24; Hos3:4-5).

(b) It will be a kingdom heavenly in origin, principle, and authority (Da 2:34, 35,44, 45), but set up on the
earth, with Jerusalem as the capital (Isa 2:2-4; 4:3,5; 24:23; 33:20; 62:1-7; Jer 23:5; 31:38-40; Joel
3:1,16-17).

(c) The kingdom is to be established first over regathered, restored, and converted Israel, and is then to
become universal (Ps 2:6-8; 22:1-31; 24:1-10; Isa 1:2-3; 11:1,10-13; 60:12; Jer 23:5-8; 30:7-11; Ezek
20:33-40; 37:21-25; Zech 9:10; 14:16-19).

(d) The moral characteristics of the kingdom are to be righteousness and peace. The meek, not the proud,
will inherit the earth; longevity will be greatly increased; the knowledge of the LORD will be universal;
beast-ferocity will be removed; absolute equity will be enforced; and open sin will be visited with instant
judgment; whereas the enormous majority of earth's inhabitants will be saved (Ps 2:9; Isa 11:4,6 - 9; 26:9;
65:20; Zech 14:16 - 21). The N.T. (Rev 20:1 - 5) adds a detail of immense significance -the removal of
Satan from the scene. It is impossible to conceive to what heights of spiritual, intellectual, and physical
perfection humanity will attain in this, its coming age of righteousness and peace (Ps 72:1 -10; Isa 11:4 -
9).

(e) The kingdom is to be established by power, not persuasion, and is to follow divine judgment upon the
Gentile world powers (Ps 2:4-9; Isa 9:7; Da 2:35,44-45; 7:26-27; Zech 14:1 - 19). See Zech 6:11, note.

(f) The restoration of Israel and the establishment of the kingdom are connected with the advent of the
LORD, yet future (Deu 30:3 - 5; Ps 2:1 - 9; Zech 14:4).

(9) The chastisement reserved for disobedience in the house of David (2 Sam 7:14; Ps 89:30 - 33) fell in
the captivities and worldwide dispersion. Since that time, though a remnant returned under prince
Zerubbabel, Jerusalem has generally been under the political authority of Gentiles. The Davidic Covenant
has not been abrogated (Ps 89:33 - 37), however, but is yet to be fulfilled (Acts 15:14 - 17).

Kingdom (New Testament.), Summary:

Kingdom truth is developed in the N.T. in the following order:



(1) The promise of the kingdom to David and his descendants, and described in the prophets (2 Sam 7:8 - 17,
and notes; Zech 12:8), enters the N.T. absolutely unchanged (Luke 1:31 - 33). The King was born in
Bethlehem (Mat 2:1; cp. Mic 5:2) of a virgin (Mat 1:18 - 25; cp. Isa 7:14).

(2) The kingdom announced as "near" (Mat 4:17, note) by John the Baptist, by the King, and by the Twelve,
was rejected by the Jews, first morally (Mat 11:20, note), and afterward officially (Mat 21:42 - 43), and the
King, crowned with thorns, was crucified.

(3) In anticipation of His official rejection and crucifixion, the King revealed the "secrets" of the kingdom of
heaven (Mat 13:11, note) to be fulfilled in the interval between His rejection and His return in glory (Mat 13:1 -
50).

(4) Afterward He announced His purpose to "build" His Church (Mat 16:18, notes; cp. Eph 3:9 -11), another
"mystery" which is being fulfilled in this present age contemporaneously with "the secrets of the kingdom of
heaven." The "secrets of the kingdom of heaven" and the "mystery" of the Church (Eph 3:9 - 11) occupy for
the most part the same period, i.e. this present age.

(5) The secrets of the kingdom will be brought to an end by the "harvest" (Mat 13:39 - 43,49 - 50) at the return
of the King in glory, the Church having previously been caught up to meet Him in the air (1 Th 4:13 - 17).

(6) Upon His return the King will restore the Davidic monarchy in His own Person, regather dispersed Israel,
establish His power over all the earth, and reign 1000 years (Mat 24:27 - 30; Acts 15:14 - 17; Rev 20:1 - 10).
And

(7) the kingdom of heaven (Mat 3:2, note), thus established under David's divine Son, has for its object the
restoration of the divine authority in the earth, which may be regarded as a revolted province of the great
kingdom of God (Mat 6:33, note). The Kingdom Age of 1000 years constitutes the seventh dispensation (Rev
20:4, note). When Christ defeats the last enemy, death (vv. 24 - 26), then He will deliver up the kingdom to
"God the Father," that "God [i.e. the triune God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit] may be all in all" (v. 28). The
eternal throne is that "of God and of the Lamb" (Rev 22:1).

Luke 17:22 And He said to the disciples, “The days will come when you will long to see one of the days of the Son of Man,
and you will not see it.

KJV Luke 17:22 And he said unto the disciples, The days will come, when ye shall desire to see one of the
days of the Son of man, and ye shall not see it.

SECOND COMING:
LOOKING AND LONGING FORIT

= when you will long to see one of the days of the Son of ManLuke 5:35; 13:35; Matthew 9:15; John 7:33-36; 8:21-24;
12:35; 13:33; 16:5-7; John 16:16-22; 17:11-13

= Luke 17 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

= Luke 17:20-37 The Present and Future Kingdom - Steven Cole

= Luke 17:22 7 Characteristics of the Coming King, Part 1- John MacArthur

Beginning in Luke 17:22-37 Jesus gives us some details that are associated with His Second Coming. However, He is not a
chronological description. It is more of a general description, not a sequence. A more chronological treatment is found in Luke 21
and many other places such as the Olivet Discourse (Matthew 24:15ff-note).

And He said to the disciples - Jesus seems to move now from addressing the Pharisees, to addressing His disciples, enumerating
several characteristics of His return which precedes the establishment of His Kingdom.

MacArthur adds that "the Jews were looking at the Second Coming as if it was going to be a...glorious, fulfilling celebration of
Christ's return and establishment of His Kingdom...and they would be at the center of it as the sons of Abraham. However Jesus is
telling His disciples that something very different...that when He comes it will be deadly, frightening, terrifying, destructive
judgment. This was shocking to the Jews who had rejected Jesus, the Pharisees in particular, but | think it was also startling even to
the disciples who anticipated a glorious kingdom and not a kingdom that was inaugurated with destructive judgment.(Sermon)
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The days will come - As discussed in this context this phrase refers to the days of the Second Coming, which naturally beg the
question "When will these days come to pass?" Well, we don't have to speculate or set dates (as people still foolishly continue to do)
because Jesus tells us clearly in Mark 13:32-33

But of that day or hour (SECOND COMING OF CHRIST) no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor
the Son, but the Father alone. “Take heed (BE WATCHING!), keep on the alert (STAY AWAKE); for (term of
explanation - EXPLAINS WHY WE NEED TO KEEP WATCHING AND STAYING AWAKE) you do not know
when the appointed time will come.

Comment: Take heed and be on the alert are both commands in the present imperative, calling for this
to be our lifestyle, our daily practice. And so this calls for saints to be looking continually. Jesus knows that
if we are continually LOOKING for His Return, we are much more likely (enabled by His Spirit) to be
LIVING for His glory (cf 1 Jn 3:3-note, 2 Pe 3:11-note). While we not know when, we do know that no
prophecy needs to be fulfilled before the Rapture of the Church, the next event on God's prophetic
timetable. And so the Rapture is Imminent, and could happen at any time. It could happen at any time so
that every generation of Christians can live in the light of that anticipation. And when the Church is
raptured, this event will almost certainly initiate the events of the Tribulation or Daniel's Seventieth Week.

The days will come when you will long to see one of the days of the Son of Man- In context of the Kingdom of God, Jesus now
moves from the "already now," invisible, internal Kin